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Calais Historical 
Preservation Commission 

March 11, 2026 - Calais Town Hall 
 
Attendees: David Schutz; Tobin Anderson; Jarrod Weiss; Ryan Edwards; Gary Scudder;  
Public Attendees:  
   
1) The meeting was called to order by Tobin Anderson at 7:10pm 
 
2) Approval of Minutes from January 2025; Motioned by Tobin, seconded by David. Approved 
unanimously. 
 
3) The commission reviewed a draft of the 2026 CLG grant application. This application is for 
the creation of a “kids version” of the Calais History Audio Tour. There were suggestions for 
inclusion to the draft and edits.  

a)​ Anywhere in the document it should say “4th grade” and not “3rd grade”. 
b)​ Make a note that the “Launch Party” for the Kids Version of the Audio Tour will be at 

Calais Elementary in early fall 2026.  
c)​ Question 2: Include the 4th grade standard for teaching town history: based on Grade 4 - 

Vermont, the Early Republic and the U.S.: Pre-Colonial Times to the Civil War, derived 
from College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies State Standards. 
This standard includes teaching local history.  

d)​ Question 2: Include that this project will be an example of how other towns can use their 
historical preservation and collaboration with their local school to improve the teaching 
of local town history.  

e)​ Question 3: Include the story of the old timber removed from the Curtis Pond Dam site 
that was made into a table that is on display at Kent Museum. Showing the historical 
nature of the dam and its relation to flood history.  

f)​ Question 8: Jarrod will include a copy of the main Audio Tour’s promotion graphic. Note 
in the grant application that we will create a similar promotional graphic for the kids’ 
audio tour.  

g)​ Question 9: Town of Calais Fiscal Year is July 1 to June 30 
h)​ Budget Items:  

i)​ Erica Heilman (Audio Engineering): $3500 
ii)​ Website Design: $2500 

iii)​ Tobin Anderson (Chair, Writer): $2250 for 30 hours at Professional Rate of $75/hr 
iv)​ Calais Teachers (Educational Consultants, 3rd/4th Grade and 5th Grade): $1350 

for 30 hours at $40/hr 
v)​ Ryan Edwards (Historical Architecture Consultant): $900 for 12 hours at 

Professional Rate of $75/hr 
vi)​ David Schutz (State Curator, Historical Consultant): $900 for 12 hours at 

Professional Rate of $75/hr 
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vii)​ Gary Scudder (History Professor, Historical Consultant): $900 for 12 hours at 
Professional Rate of $75/hr 

viii)​ Total Budget: $12,300 
 
5) New Business. David brought up that Donna Fitch, Reed Cherrington and David are working 
on taking possession of Bessie Drenin paintings from the family of Scott Bassage. This would be 
as a gift to the Town and in the spirit of historic preservation, keeping these paintings in the 
community and celebrating the heritage of Calais/Woodbury. There is hope this possession could 
happen by Scott’s memorial service on May 2, 2026.  
 
6) Public Comment for Non-Agenda Items:  
 
) Adjournment: Tobin motioned, Ryan seconded. Meeting adjourned at 7:59. 


