Calais Trails Committee Opinion Re: Town Highway 18, Sept. 6, 2014

The Calais Trails Committee has been asked by the Selectboard to give an opinion regarding a
proposal to discontinue the class 4 portion of Town Highway 18, running between the Pearce
residence on Bliss Rd. westerly down to Sand Hill Rd., a distance of roughly a half-mile.

Firstly, The Committee does not have full information about the reasons for the request to
discontinue and is reluctant to pass judgement on those reasons. It is our impression that the
Selectboard wants our opinion as to whether we think this Town right-of-way could be useful in
the future as a corridor for non-motorized use by the public. Here are our main findings:

e Theroad is currently in poor condition, wet in spots and somewhat washed-out for
over half its length. Only the very western end could be navigated by a motor vehicle
(although it is currently blocked off with a tape barrier). Walking the upper portion is
difficult because of downed trees and it is necessary to walk near the edges of the
R.O.W. to avoid deep washouts and wet spots. In its current condition, it could serve
pedestrians only. An adequate trail for that purpose could be created on one side or
another of the R.O.W. without making the erosion worse. Horses, bikes and even skis
would be out of the question.

e The tangle of trees and shrubs covering much of the road is helping to keep it from
eroding further. Any improvements would have to be done, at great expense, carefully
engineered with a view toward controlling water flow. It is difficult to imagine the
Town undertaking such a project in the immediate future.

e The road could provide a useful pedestrian connection between the East Hill Ridge and
the Route 14 corridor. The nearest publicly accessible alternative is Marshfield Rd.
Even if TH 18 is deemed an impractical route, retention of this corridor by the Town
could prove useful in negotiating with willing private landowners for a possible trail
easement running diagonally, at a shallower pitch, between the upper and lower roads.

The Calais Trails Committee maintains written use agreements with all landowners who abut
Town-sponsored trails. This includes trails using class 4 roads. We will not establish or maintain
a trail where it is not wanted by landowners. That said, all class 4 roads are used as recreation
trails and are more or less useful to the public in that regard. Because almost all of Calais was
once settled, there is a vast network of public roads including quite a number of Class 4.
Although some of these are currently little used, they are important Town assets and rights-of-
way that could prove useful in the future and would be difficult and expensive to re-acquire.

Based on the above, and from our admittedly limited perspective, we recommend that the right-
of-way of the class 4 portion of TH 18 be retained by the Town.



