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Board of Abatement Hearing 
DRAFT 

September 22, 2025, 5:00 pm 
Calais Town Hall and Zoom 

 
Present: Janet Ancel (JP), Scott Bassage (JP), Kristina Bielenberg (JP), Kari Bradley 
(Treasurer), Barbara Butler (JP), Teegan Dykeman-Brown (Town Clerk), Charlotte Hanna (JP), 
Jordan Keyes (SB), Barbara McAndrew (SB), John McCullough (Lister), Christy Mihaly (SB), 
Jamie Moorby (SB), Toby Talbot (Lister), Jeff Luce (applicant) 
Via Zoom: Mike Loignon (JP) 
 
 
Call to Order: Teegan called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 
 
Election: Janet Ancel was unanimously reelected as Chair. Mike Loignon was unanimously 
reelected as Vice Chair. Janet proceeded to run the meeting from here.  
 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes from November 4, 2024, were approved. 
 
Oaths: Board members signed the Board of Abatement oath. Kari Bradley took the oath required 
for someone presenting evidence. 
 
Hearing for Request for Abatement for Parcel #460640: Kari Bradley presented the 
application on behalf of the applicant, as the reason for the request was an error on the part of the 
state (which falls under 24 VSA 1535(a)(4). Dennis Upham qualifies to receive a disabled 
veteran exemption on $40,000 of his assessed property value for property taxation purposed, but 
the state did not alert the town to his status until the tax rate was set and tax bills were mailed. 
Kari requested that the exemption be instated, reducing Mr Upham’s taxes by $1,179.80.  
 
Hearing for Request for Abatement for Parcel #210477: Mr Luce’s situation is similar to Mr 
Upham’s, and so Kari made the request on his behalf for a reduction in assessed value of 
$40,000, reducing his property taxes by $1,179.80. 
 
The board decided to discuss the cases without going into deliberative session. The taxpayers 
were not at all to blame for the issues and there was no concern about future inability to pay. 
 
Decision: The board voted unanimously to abate the 2025 property taxes for parcels #460640 
and #210477 in the amount of $1,179.80 per parcel, the exemption allotted for disabled veterans. 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 5:23 pm. 


