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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

June 30, 2008






                                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Joseph A. Murray, Joe Fortin, Don Singleton, Steve Freihofner and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Denise Wheeler

Actions:


Approval of the June 9th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made a few changes.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-1.  Anne Winchester abstained from the vote.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Review Utility Pole Location on Moscow Woods/Ledge Road – Joe Fortin came before the Selectboard this evening to request pole installation for telephone service to his home on Moscow Woods/Ledge Road.  Anne Winchester met with an engineer at FairPoint Communications to discuss burying the service line rather than going overhead.  Joe Fortin was very receptive to exploring more solutions with Anne Winchester and the engineer at FairPoint.  The Selectboard seemed interested in burying the lines if possible; conversely, Don Singleton was strongly opposed to the idea.  Don noted there are no records over the years of where buried lines are located.  No action on this matter was taken; more information is needed.


Curb Cut Access Permit Application – The Selectboard reviewed two applications as follows:

1. Joe Murray submitted an application for an access permit on Max Gray Road.  The Selectboard reviewed the application and discussed the location.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the application with the following conditions: include a 20 foot flat entrance area with no more than a 3% grade entering the road as close to perpendicular as possible, install an 18” diameter culvert (20 feet long) at 200 feet up the driveway and a 24” diameter culvert (20 feet long) at 400 feet up the driveway.  Furthermore, permission is granted to work on the Class 4 section of the old road in compliance with the Bowen work plan submitted.   The culverts mentioned above are part of the Bowen work plan for this property.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

2. Joan Grout submitted an application for an access permit on Max Gray Road for agricultural purposes (farm equipment).  The Selectboard reviewed the application and discussed the location.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the application with the following conditions: include a 20 foot flat entrance area on to Max Gray Road with no more than a 3% grade and install a culvert 15 inches in diameter at this location.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Annual Reappointment of the Road Commissioner – Cy Lamberton made a motion to reappoint Don Singleton, Jr. as Road Commissioner.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to go into Executive Session with Don Singleton to discuss salaries, benefits and personnel matters for town employees at 8:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  John Brabant made a motion to resume Regular Session at 8:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan noted 3% salary increases across the board were approved in January and go into effect July 1, 2008.  Anne Winchester made a motion to amend the Holiday/Vacation Policy effective July 1, 2008 to read: the day after Thanksgiving is considered a holiday, employees after five years of service are allowed three weeks vacation; after 20 years of service employees are allowed four weeks vacation.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  The Selectboard will look into the Sick Leave Policy.  The Selectboard expressed appreciation for what our Road Crew does for the Town.

Other Business – Don Singleton reported the Curb Cut Permit to Construct issued on May 26, 2008 to Lisa Levangie on Bayne Comolli Road was not constructed in the location conditioned in the permit (at the crest of the hill).  The Selectboard discussed the apparent violation.  John Brabant will call Jody Bayne (person who did the work) and the property owner, Lisa Levangie noting the present curb cut is not acceptable and she cannot use the access where it was constructed.

Washington County Sheriff’s Department Contract – The Selectboard reviewed the Law Enforcement Contract between the Town of Calais and Washington County Sheriff’s Department for $2,500.00 (about 100 hours a year).  We do get some reimbursement from tickets issued in Town.  John Brabant made a motion to contract with the Washington County Sheriff’s Department for law enforcement services, approximately two hours per week, for $2,500.00 per year.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  

Various Brief Updates:

· John Brabant spoke to Morris Root noting Alan Quackenbush from the State will be viewing the wetland by canoe on July 1st at 1:00pm.

· Tucker Road work in Town right-of-way – John Brabant reported the stonewall was pre-existing and below the level of the road.  No permit is necessary.

· Anne Winchester has been attending DRB meeting to keep the Selectboard informed.  Anne noted the Planning Commission needs to address when a property overlaps into two districts.  Anne realizes the boards need to intercommunicate better.  Dot Naylor keeps a list of things for the Planning Commission to address when revising the Zoning Regulations.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Paul Hannan has been conversing with attorney Joe McLean with regards to McCullough Crushing, Inc. Act 250 proceedings.  


Other Business (cont.) 

· Joint meeting of the Selectboard and School Board on September 16, 2008

· Anne Winchester made a motion for the Town of Calais to be the grant recipient for the ongoing ANR Watershed Grant for the Conservation Commission.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

· Senator William Doyle requested the Calais results from his annual poll be posted on the Town’s website.  The Selectboard reviewed the website policy and the consensus was not to post the results on the website. 

· Predisaster Mitigation Grant Application will be given to Denise Wheeler to review

· The school tax rate is up 2 or 3 cents for this year.  Nonresidential rate 1.32 and homestead rate 1.28.  Calais per pupil spending is 12,400.00 compared to Vermont at 11,500.00 and base rate of 8,200.00.

· Paul Hannan received information to receive a free Liberty Elm tree.  Anne Winchester made a motion to fill out and mail the form to obtain a free elm tree.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

· The Selectboard expressed sincere appreciation to Caleb Brabant for one hour of community service to the Town of Calais for mowing the grounds of the Town Hall recently.  Great job!!

Tentative Agenda for July 14th Meeting

· Singing of La Marseillaise for Bastille Day

· Discussion of Planning Commission activities with Jack Russell

· Woodbury Fire Department annual contract

· East Montpelier Fire Department Interlocal Contract revised Draft

· Design Review Guidelines-process to adopt revised guidelines

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

