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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved  Minutes

August 21, 2010    







       9:30am Calais Town Hall

Attending: Denise Wheeler, Cy Lamberton, Mike Garand, Scott Bassage, Wilson Hughes, Bill Powell, Candice and Bob Shaffer. Absent: John Brabant

Actions:

· Discussion and vote on date for Special Town Meeting in response to Petition received July 31, 2010, which states as follows
We the undersigned voters of Calais petition for a vote pursuant to subsection (k) of l9V.S.A. Subsection 305 to disapprove the selectboard’s MassDiscontinuance vote of June l7, 2010, whereby the Selectboard voted to discontinue all town highways that are not otherwise clearly observable by physical evidence of their use as a highway or trail and that are not included as such on the sworn certificate of the description and measurement of town highways filed with the Town clerk on February l0, 2010, pursuant to 19 V.S.A. subsection 305(h).

Denise reported that Gus Seelig is available 9/20, 9/22, and 9/29. We ruled out 9/29 as that is the absolute last possible day. After some discussion, Scott moved to warn the Special Town Meeting for Monday September 20, 2010 at 7PM at the Calais Town Hall in Gospel Hollow. The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

· Discuss and post special town meeting warning 

We discussed the warning for the Special Town Meeting. We agreed to work on the mailing to voters at our August 30 meeting. After some discussion, Scott moved to use the warning that we received in draft form. The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0. We will sign the warning and distribute it in the usual places today.

Warning

The citizens of the Town of Calais who are legal voters in Town Meeting are hereby notified and warned to meet at the Town Hall on Monday, the 20th day of September, A.D. 2010 at 7:00 PM to discuss and then vote on the following single Article. 

NOTE: voting will be in person only during the meeting. There will be no voting by absentee or Australian ballot for this Article.

Article 1.
To see if the Town will vote to overrule the Selectboard’s decision of June 17, 2010 to extinguish the Town’s title to “invisible” ancient roads. “Invisible” ancient roads are those, whose right-of-way is owned by the town, and are not otherwise clearly visible and not on the Agency of Transportation map of town highways.
Denise then asked for comments from the public. 

Bill Powell asked that documents and lists of roads be placed on the web site to help understand the issue before the Special Town Meeting.  Scott and Denise will talk with Darby Bradley about his recommendation for what to post.

Candice Shaffer told the board that she had to think hard about signing the petition, but eventually signed it for two reasons 1) So that the Committee on Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads would be able to share their position on whether to discontinue all of the Ancient Roads, including the “invisible” ones before their work on the matter is complete and 2) Because it is something that everyone in town should be able to discuss and vote on.

Mike Garrand made a motion to adjourn at 10:10 am.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Scott Bassage

Selectboard Stand-in Secretary


