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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
June 29, 2009






                                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Cy Lamberton, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Marge Garfield, Christopher Reed, Alfred H. Larrabee, Dana Huoppi, Paul Cerutti, Steve Freihofner, Tom Brazier and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Anne Winchester

Actions:


Approval of June 8th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard made two changes to the minutes as presented.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of June 20th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Woodbury Fire Department Annual Contract – Steve Freihofner, WFD President, presented the Selectboard the annual contract for FY 2009-10 (July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010) in the amount of $11,034.00 that represents one-third of the average operating cost over the past three years.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the annual contract with Woodbury Fire Department in the amount of $11, 034.00 dated this 29th day of June 2009.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  WFD also is requesting the annual Town Meeting Warning article to request a $6,000.00 contribution to their truck replacement fund.  This will be placed on the Warning for the 2010 Town Meeting.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Curb Cut Access Permit Application – The Selectboard reviewed an application by Ronald E. Thompson on Lightening Ridge Road for construction of a new driveway access.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the application with the following conditions: cut and clear brush to improve visibility on the south side of the access and note that the town has future intentions to cut and reslope the bank on the south side of this access to promote better drainage, etc. for the road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Calais Road Commissioner Hiring Process – The Selectboard received four applications for the position and interviewed two this evening.  John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:35pm to interview Alfred Larrabee and Tom Brazier for the Road Foreman position.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to resume Regular Session at 8:30pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler, Vice Chair, reported of the four candidates that expressed interest in the position, two were interviewed tonight, one was a no-show and one was unable to be here tonight.  The Selectboard may make an offer to one of these candidates at the July 13th meeting.

Various Brief Updates

· Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant reported he received a phone call from Morris Root in response to the letter he received from the Selectboard.  Morris Root contacted Steve Bushman, State Dam Safety Engineer, to advise Mr. Bushman that he intends to complete the permit applications and submit them to the State in August or September 2009.  John Brabant offered to continue pursuing Morris Root to keep deadlines.

· TH8 Sceales and Buck letters response – Scott Bassage reported that his letter to K. Sceales had been returned and that the property has been sold and the new owner is EON Corporation on the Calais-Worcester Road.  Scott will resend the same letter to the new owner informing them the Calais Road Crew will be removing the pipe barrier that has been erected at the entrance of TH 8.  After the letter is sent, Scott will ask the Road Crew to remove the barrier.

· Mary Reardon Dog Complaint – Fred Bushway went to the wrong place and still needs to follow up on this dog complaint on West County Road.

· Historic Preservation Commission – Chris Cochran is interested in serving on the Historic Preservation Commission.  He will be interviewed at the next meeting.

· East Montpelier Fire Department Building Update & Interlocal Agreements – Scott Bassage reported processing for the Hull Site on Route 2 is going along well.  Last Friday the committee met with the CVRPC Brownfield Committee and outlined a process to assess this property.  The Greenfield process will go to Phase 2 since the nearby junkyard may pose unknown hazards; any or all properties in the village may be suspect.  Overall, it looks like this will take more time; construction will not likely happen any time soon.  CVRPC does have a $24,000.00 grant available for these studies.  The Selectboard will take future action regarding the Warning for a revote to be held on Tuesday, July 21, 2009 after consulting with their attorney.

Calais Ancient Roads Team (CART) Update – Marge Garfield, CART Chair, presented a report to the Calais Selectboard dated June 29, 2009 outlining ancient roads status report, those that are complete and awaiting paperwork for submission to VTrans, those that have completed field work, those in-process of field work, those awaiting overlay plots from Paul Hannan, to finalize and/or for field work and the grant status report.  Marge Garfield suggested having an information meeting to inform the public about CART.

The Selectboard heard from Christopher Reed, landowner of 53 acres on Lightening Ridge, who stated that anything that happens to this road would be a change in use and of strong concern to him.  Newton Road, identified as an ancient road, transects his property.  After the Selectboard explained the CART process, assured him public hearings will be held, Chris Reed noted he was pleased with the level of concern and explanations from the Selectboard.  According to VLCT attorney, Jim Barlow, the town can pass an ordinance limiting use on any roads in town, including newly discovered ancient roads.  Further discussion will continue at the next meeting.


Tentative Agenda for July 13th Meeting

· Calais Ancient Roads continued discussion

· East Montpelier Fire Department Emergency Services Building update and Interlocal Agreements

· Warning for revote of EMFD Emergency Services Building location

· Calais Road Commissioner appointment

· End of the FY 2008-09 budget review

· Historic Preservation Commission appointment

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary 

