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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

May 28, 2007






             
                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Bill Powell, Liz Helrich and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:
Approval of the April 30th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made one change. Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 

5-0.


Approval of the May 14th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Sign the CLG Grant Extension – The Selectboard reviewed the Certified Local Government Grant Extension application as presented by the Historic Preservation Commission and Peter Harvey.  Anne Winchester made a motion to sign the application as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Peter will leave a copy with Eva at the Town Office and hand deliver the original.


Future BCA Meeting – Paul Hannan reported the Board of Civil Authority would schedule a meeting if and when a meeting is needed.


Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District (CVSWMD) – Liz Helrich, Field Programs Manager, provided a letter dated May 28, 2007 to update the Selectboard, asking for action on renewing the permit with ANR, pursuing a lease with the Town for the property the depot is on, and making some changes to the depot to improve services.  The District is comprised of 22 towns and operates nine recycling depots.  Recycling at all nine district depots is free.  A primary goal is to keep the Calais Recycling Depot clean which will help deter illegal dumping.  The District would like to put up a farm gate, sign with posted hours and a sign saying dumping is illegal.  The District would like to begin handling trash collection at the present depot, to provide a small revenue income, instead of a private party collecting trash revenue.  Liz would provide a sample lease for the Selectboard to review and discuss at a later date.  John Brabant made a motion to support the renewal of our categorical recycling certification (permit) with the Agency of Natural Resources for the operation of the depot for five years and authorize the Chair, Paul Hannan, to sign it.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Land ownership issues were discussed and Paul Hannan would like the Selectboard to do some “due diligence” before going into a lease agreement for the depot property. 

John Brabant made a motion to:

1) Endorse CVSWMD efforts to operate a trash collection and recycling collection at the Calais depot on Moscow Woods Road,

2) CVSWMD will give 30 days notice to the present trash hauler and anticipate the changeover will occur sometime in July 2007 after the 30 days notice,

3) The Town will not endorse private trash haulers to set up on other town-owned land, and

4) The Selectboard endorses CVSWMD’s site improvements as outlined in the May 28, 2007 letter.

The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


As previously discussed at the March 28th Meeting, Bill Powell, Town Delegate to the CVSWMD, reported the district would like the Town to respond to a survey on their website which basically says “Shall the Town implement a Town Ordinance to enforce illegal burning?”  Bill asked the Selectboard to put this on the same agenda when they discuss the property lease for the depot with the District.  The Agency of Natural Resources required the District to more actively educate and assist member towns in adopting local ordinances so that illegal burning could be reduced more effectively.  Paul Hannan noted the Selectboard is “up to our ears” with zoning enforcement issues and doesn’t see this as another issue we can enforce.  Bill Powell responded by saying there is an option on the survey for the Town to say no to adopting an illegal burning ordinance.  

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing personnel issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan noted they have no report on zoning issues and no report on personnel issues.

Structures / Plantings within the Town Right-of-Way – The Selectboard continued discussion regarding the 1987 Town Ordinance and developing a permit application for a landowner to obtain a permit from the Selectboard.  Anne Winchester cited the State Statute Title 19, Section 1111 (D), which covers this issue and another issue of shade trees that can only be removed by the Tree Warden.  Paul Hannan would like to see the proposed area staked, have the Selectboard look at it and have the Road Commissioner weigh in on it.  The Selectboard agreed to have a Work Group of Anne Winchester, Denise Wheeler, and Rose Pelchuck (with consultation from Don Singleton) review the present ordinance, make some changes, review the approved interim application, which becomes the permit and report back to the Selectboard.

Selectboard Financial Reporting Expectations –The Selectboard continued discussing financial reporting.  The Treasurer will continue to provide quarterly reports.  Eva will provide a report for all expenses ending 5/30/07 so the Selectboard can see how much is left in each line item for the last month of the fiscal year.  The Selectboard discussed developing a Spending Policy, which would authorize a Selectboard member to sign the orders mid-month, ensuring the road crew payroll is processed in a timely manner.  Anne Winchester reported the VLCT Newsletter recommends an end-of-the-year 5-year analysis to see how well the Selectboard is budgeting over 5 years.  Overall, the Selectboard feels comfortable where they are at as far as financial reporting goes.

Curtis Pond Dam Update – nothing new to report.

Other Business

· Joint meeting of the Calais School Board and Selectboard – The Selectboard discussed potential agenda items.  The meeting will be held June 11, 2007 at 7:00pm at the Town Hall.

· Status of Appointments – Paul Hannan spoke to Rick DeWolfe encouraging Rick to attend more meetings as the Alternate Delegate to the CVRPC.  There are a few remaining vacancies for Town positions and all Selectboard members pledged to call two people to try to fill the vacancies.  Denise Wheeler will get the info into the Maple Corner Newsletter.

· Independent Engineer Review Sayers/Duke Project – Rick DeWolfe, P.E. reviewed the data from the traffic study, noted his firm is too busy to take on the independent review and gave Paul Hannan the name of another engineer to contact.

· Water quality testing on Curtis Pond – The Lakes & Ponds subgroup of the Conservation Commission has done routine testing for bacteria at the swim area at Curtis Pond using grant funds that have run out.  The cost for the test years ago was $12.00 per test.  Anne Winchester made a motion for the Town to pay up to $150.00 to the Conservation Commission for water quality testing at Curtis Pond.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  (John Brabant was excused.)

Tentative Agenda for the June 11th Meeting

· Joint meeting of the Calais School Board and Selectboard beginning at 7:00pm
· Meet with State Representative Janet Ancel
· Discuss / select engineer for independent review of Duke/Sayers proposed subdivision
Nedene Martin made a motion to adjourn at 9:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck, Selectboard Secretary
