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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

February 22, 2010    







7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Anne Winchester, John Brabant Denise Wheeler, Cy Lamberton, Scott Bassage, Peter Harvey, Jill Schultz, Gary Schultz, Gail Graham, Marty Searight, Sandra Luce, Steve Duke, Christopher Reed, Jody Bayne, Joe Bayne IV, Charlotte Hanna Bassage, John Meyer, Wayne Morse, Elizabeth Morse, Peter Brough and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the January 25th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the Minutes and corrections were made.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the Minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Approval of the January 30th Special Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the Minutes.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the Minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Anne Winchester abstained from the vote.


Approval of the February 8th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the Minutes and corrections were made.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the Minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.


Approval of the February 9th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the Minutes and one correction was made.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the Minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Ancient Roads: Continued Discussion and Process Moving Forward – Anne Winchester, Chair, summarized the Selectboard sentiment for a desire to move forward on this issue by working through criteria to evaluate ancient roads one at a time.  Anne Winchester presented a draft charge for a committee that would evaluate these ancient roads and report back to the Selectboard periodically; perhaps firstly come with a list of ancient roads to discontinue.  John Brabant suggested the committee be comprised of a full spectrum of residents and to report back to the Selectboard after four meeting to see if reasonable outcomes are attainable.  John further suggested the first order of business for this committee should be looking at unidentified corridors and report back by the March 29th Selectboard meeting, in the event the Selectboard is going to discontinue roads and have a timeline to do it.  Denise Wheeler suggested having the Selectboard, the committee and a representative from VLCT meet to discuss ancient roads.  John Brabant wants to be sure that we have a record, complete documentation, that each road was properly established according to the laws at the time due to a Supreme Court ruling (Austin vs. Town of Middlesex) indicating the need to do so.  John would like this as an added criterion.

Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint the following residents to a committee of unmapped and unmaintained roads: Darby Bradley, Chair, Charlotte Hanna Bassage, Eric Sorenson, John Meyer, Gail Graham, Reed Cherington, Paul Hannan and Warner Shedd.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Gary Shultz submitted a letter to the Selectboard. 


Hiring a Contractor to Operate the Recycling/Trash Depot – Sandy Luce reported having John Cookson at the depot went great, although there was a low attendance.  Sandy believes people think the depot is closed.  The Selectboard will post notices, make an announcement at Town Meeting and publish it in the Maple Corner Newsletter.  The depot is open every Saturday from 8:00am to 12 noon.  Cy Lamberton suggested placing an announcement in the newspaper after we hire a contractor to run the depot.  A RFP (Request For Proposal) for the purpose of operating the Calais Recycling Depot was reviewed by the Selectboard.  A public notice will be published stating RFP’s must be submitted by 12 noon on April 3, 2010 and the contract will be awarded by April 15, 2010.  Cy Lamberton and John Brabant agreed to be the contacts if contractors have questions.


Review of letter requesting more information re: request for placing old TH 44, Wheeler Road, on Official Town Highway Map – Anne Winchester stated this issue was before the Selectboard in 2003.  In a letter from Gloria Rice, Town Attorney, dated November 14, 2003, the Selectboard was advised to take no action.  Wayne Morse provided more information to the Selectboard.  In 1971, TH 44 was rebuilt and moved and for a period of 31-32 years the Morse’s continued to use the old road with no complaints in order to access their property.  Chuck Storrow had a deed that says the old road was deeded to him, therefore not able to be used by the Morse’s.  Wayne Morse contends deeds do not discontinue rights-of-way and wants the old road to show on the Town Highway Map.  Anne Winchester explained we need to know what the law was at the time from an attorney.  The Special Meeting Warning for October 29, 1971 was read by Wayne Morse as well as the Minutes from that meeting.  John Brabant stated, “We want to make sure we get this right” and suggested getting an attorney with expertise in history of roads.  Paul Gilles might know an attorney equally qualified so we can get to the bottom of this issue.  John Brabant made a motion to contact Paul Gilles to get the name of an attorney with expertise, qualified in road law, and call that person to ask what it would cost to look into this TH 44 issue.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Cy Lamberton abstained from the vote.  Denise Wheeler will go to the Town Office Saturday to review the ancient road file on TH 44 and the certificate of location that was suppose to be filed after the October 29, 1971 meeting.


Various Reports

· McCullough Crushing gravel pit application – The town received a Zoning Permit Application on February 18, 2010 from McCullough Crushing to expand the gravel pit operation on Route 14.  The Zoning Administrator has 60 days to schedule a Development Review Board hearing.

· Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant has a meeting with Steve Bushman, ANR, this week.  Jeff Tucker is the contact person at Dubois & King Engineering.

· Historic Preservation Grant – The Historic Preservation Commission has been awarded a $10,000.00 feasibility study grant for repairs and renovations to the Calais Town Hall in Gospel Hollow.

· Resignations – Reed Cherington has resigned from the Conservation Commission.  Reed will remain on the Trails Committee.  Rhonda Shippee has resigned form the Planning Commission and will no longer serve as the delegate to the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission.

· Audit – done and printed in the Town Report.  Cy Lamberton pointed out that by law the Auditors are responsible for putting together the Town Report, not the Town Clerk.

· New EMFD Emergency Services Facility – Scott Bassage reported the building is on time and on budget.

· Small Claims Court Issue – Rob Halpert, Esq. has agreed to represent the Town in this matter.  The notice was received February 21, 2010 and the response has been sent to Doug Lilley.  Anne Winchester agreed to follow this matter to conclusion, if the Selectboard is so inclined to appoint her in that capacity.

· Finance Agreement with the Town of East Montpelier – Anne Winchester reported Steve Stizel, Esq. said Calais should insist the Town of East Montpelier put back in the agreement the part if we decide to split, what do we own one-third of.  Stizel recommends renegotiating the agreement and has not been successful reaching Bruce Bjornlund, legal counsel for East Montpelier.  Anne Winchester is willing to contact Rob Chickering to notify him that Bruce Bjornlund needs to contact Steve Stizel regarding this matter.

· Energy Audits from CVRPC – are offered, two per municipality.  Bill Powell and the Calais Energy Task Force will be notified about this opportunity.

Other Business – The Selectboard reviewed the final Warning Articles and who is going to move or speak to each article.  

Tentative Agenda for the March 8th Meeting

· Post Town Meeting organizational items and Election of Officers
· Finance Agreement with the Town of East Montpelier for new fire station
· Zoning enforcement issue
Scott Bassage made a motion to adjourn at 9:20pm with many thanks to Anne Winchester for her service on the Selectboard.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rose Pelchuck, Selectboard Secretary 
