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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

August 9, 2010    







             7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Mike Garand, Scott Bassage, Peter Harvey, Alfred Larrabee, Wayne Morse, Gail Graham, Lance Reventlow, Bill Powell, Gary Schultz, Josh Schultz, Brian Pelchuck and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the July 26th Meeting – The Selectboard reviewed the Meeting Minutes and offered one addition.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the Minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-2.  John Brabant and Scott Bassage abstained from the vote.


Sign AOT Certificate of Mass Discontinuance – The Selectboard briefly discussed the formality of signing the Certificate of Mass Discontinuance as approved at the June 17, 2010 meeting and proceeded to sign it.


Town Garage Roof and Insulation – Alfred Larrabee, Road Commissioner, presented the Selectboard with three different estimates for removing and replacing insulation and doing some associated work on the attic at the town garage in preparation for the new roof installation.  John Brabant made a motion to authorize Alfred Larrabee to contract with Infinity Contracting LLC, a Calais-based company, to do the removal and replacement of the insulation and associated work not to exceed $19,250.00 (will be paid for with surplus highway budget funds from the previous fiscal year).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Brush Hog Boomer for Roadside Brush Clearing – Alfred Larrabee informed the Selectboard he received information from a contractor that has an excavator with a brush hog boom to cut and grind roadside brush for $130.00 per hour.  Alfred reported roadside brush is getting way ahead of him.  Mike Garand suggested priority should be given to the County Road with repaving coming next year.  Denise Wheeler asked Alfred to work with Mike to come up with a list of roads and/or sections of road most in need of this service.


Curb Cut Permit Application on the County Road – The Selectboard reviewed the Curb Cut Permit Application from Sandra Guerrette at 8022 County Road for a new access from her property as she is subdividing the land into two parcels.  After further discussion and review of the map attached to the application, Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the application as presented with the following condition: the access must have a 20 foot long apron with proper radius for access by emergency vehicles.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Mike Garand urged the town to purchase a “roll-a-tape” measuring wheel for measuring distances to be used when reviewing curb cut applications.


Trimming Hedges in Fairview Cemetery – The Selectboard agreed to approve the expenditure of $3,000.00 for trimming hedges in Fairview Cemetery and will notify the Cemetery Commission that they need to put these requests into their annual budget.  The funds will be taken out of the Selectboard Budget.  Scott Bassage will find out about interest payments for the bond on the new emergency services facility.


Joint Meeting of Town Boards and Commissions – As mentioned at the last meeting, Denise Wheeler had a suggestion to have a joint meeting of all the boards and commissions in town as a way to get to know people, ask questions and put faces with names.  This could be preceded by a potluck dinner.  The meeting will be warned in advance and an agenda will be made.  A date has to be chosen.


Petition for Special Town Meeting – The Selectboard received a petition that reads as follows:

We the undersigned voters of Calais petition for a vote pursuant to subsection (k) of 19 V.S.A. subsection 305 to disapprove the Selectboard’s Mass Discontinuance vote of June 17, 2010, whereby the Selectboard voted to discontinue all town highways that are not otherwise clearly observable by physical evidence of their use as a highway or trail and that are not included as such on the sworn certificate of the description and measurement of town highways filed with the Town Clerk on February 10, 2010 pursuant to 19 V.S.A. subsection 305 (h).

Denise Wheeler will check with the Vermont League of Cities & Towns about the steps in the process to duly warn and hold a special town meeting.  Scott Bassage will work on a postcard notice, get cost bids and the mailing list from Eva Morse.  Denise Wheeler will contact Gus Seelig, Town Moderator.  The petition will be forwarded to the Town Clerk for validation of signatures.


Continued Review of DRAFT Ordinance of Use of Certain Class 4 Roads – Denise Wheeler reported she spoke to Jim Barlow, VLCT attorney for guidance in this matter.  Putting up signs to restrict access to non-motorized use would be allowed but if the town were to put up a gate, as in a Pent Road, it would be a different process.  The ordinance would remain in effect until it is repealed, enforcement violations would be treated as traffic violations (1st offense, 2nd offense, etc.). The town cannot put damages in the ordinance although the town can sue a person for damages if they knew who violated the ordinance. Since the Town Constables do not have ticket-issuing authority, one would have to wait for the VSP or Washington County Sheriff to arrive to issue a ticket.  Jim Barlow explained the draft ordinance is not in the proper format and VLCT can provide that service to the town.  John Brabant raised the concern about not truly being able to enforce an ordinance and believes changing to convey an easement for trail walking is the best way to handle this.  Denise Wheeler agreed to table this matter for a few meetings.  John Brabant made a motion for the Selectboard to allow Jim Barlow, VLCT attorney, to repair this draft ordinance at a cost up to $100.00.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  (This way when the Selectboard takes up the matter again, they are going by a legally drafted ordinance.)

Letter from Paul Weisbart to Discontinue TH 8 – The Selectboard discussed responding to the letter from Paul Weisbart received at the June 28th meeting.  A legally binding petition is from 5% of the registered voters in town, therefore this letter is not a petition and the Chair was urged to treat all requests for action the same way.  The Selectboard declared the town is not going to accept the letter from Paul Weisbart to discontinue TH 8 as a petition and deny their request.  John Brabant made a motion to decline to move forward on the petitioner’s request, send a letter to petitioners explaining our position, the process of going forward and of abiding by statutory regulations as accepting petitions that contain 5% of the registered voters in the Town of Calais.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  John Brabant agreed to draft the above-mentioned letter.


TH 44 Wheeler Road re: further review – John Brabant, Vice Chair, summarized the controversial issue with Wheeler Road is whether a segment of it was properly discontinued some years ago and over property rights between Wayne Morse and Chuck Storrow.  Wayne Morse has asked the Selectboard to reconsider the issue and have an independent expert evaluate the information.  John Klesch, Esq. that works in Steve Stizel’s office is their in-house Vermont road law expert and has been contacted by John Brabant for a cost estimate.  John Klesch said it is hard to say how much it would cost to review the data but thought it could be $3,500.00 max and hopefully considerably less.  John Brabant reminded the Selectboard that the Committee on Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads is continuing to work on ancient roads part of which requires a record of this road and all roads in town.  John Brabant believes it is reasonable to go forward with this independent evaluation of Wheeler Road against the current, clear legal standard for ancient roads.  After further discussion, John Brabant made a motion to authorize John Klesch, Esq. to do an evaluation of TH 44, Wheeler Road, to establish whether or not the process was followed when a segment was discontinued, to see if it meets the standards then and now, at a cost of up to $3,500.00 with the understanding it could cost considerably less.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Cy Lamberton abstained from the vote.  


Various Brief Updates

· East Montpelier Fire Department – The Selectboard received a letter from the EMFD Board of Directors inviting them to meet with the EMFD Board and East Montpelier Selectboard quarterly for a financial review.  The date given in the letter conflicts with other Selectboard obligations, therefore it will have to be changed.  John Brabant noted the letter does not address his concerns about the EMFD Ambulance Service expanding service to include Plainfield and purchasing a second ambulance.  Scott Bassage reported there are three outstanding building issues (cracks in the concrete floor, pavement sinking in front of the apparatus bay doors and landscaping in the rear of the building) that are being worked on.

· McCullough Crushing Gravel Pit expansion project – The final DRB meeting on this permit request will be on Thursday, August 12th at 7:30pm.  The DRB will issue its decision within 30 days thereafter.

· Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant has not heard back from Hardwick Electric.

· Small Claims Court matter – The Selectboard is waiting for a new court date.

Other Business

· Retirement Planning for Road Crew – Denise Wheeler, Mike Garand, and the Calais Road Crew met with Cindy Webster from the Vermont Municipal Employees Retirement System to discuss various options for retirement planning.  This system is different from what the Road Crew currently has, which is an annuity from National Life Group.
· Ben Moffett from Randolph requested permission to put up a tree stand in the Calais Town Forest for hunting purposes.
· The Listers reportedly have one tax appeal from Martha Giampi that will be heard by the Board of Civil Authority.  Olivia Gay has been notified.
Tentative Agenda for the August 30th Meeting

· Trimming hedges in Fairview Cemetery and paying for it

· Petition received for a Special Town Meeting

· Retirement Plan for Road Crew

· Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

