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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
February 25, 2008






             7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Denise Wheeler, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:

Approval of the January 28th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard made one correction to the minutes.  Anne Winchester made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Paul Hannan abstained from the vote.


Approval of the February 11th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard made one correction to the minutes.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Denise Wheeler abstained from the vote.


Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance Changes – The Selectboard reviewed and discussed the Proposed Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance and Summary as presented at the December 27, 2007 meeting.  The text of the proposed ordinance was formatted like the Curb Cut Ordinance with the application and permit renamed to reflect each distinct intention (work in the right-of-way or a curb cut access).  Further revisions will be forthcoming.


Town Meeting Day Final Preparation – The Selectboard reviewed some final details regarding who would speak to an article.  Nedene Martin reported the committee that reviews the funding requests from various organizations has met and will move that article on Town Meeting Day.


Various Brief Updates – Paul Hannan reported he researched the purpose of the Conservation Commission.  According to 24 VSA 2804, the Conservation Commission would be able to use their funds for making a brochure since it can be considered “other lawful purpose” under the statute.  Paul notified Steve Cusick of two options.  The Conservation Commission can bring the matter up at Town Meeting and ask to split the annual appropriation (some for conservation and $1,000.00 for the brochure) or wait until after Town Meeting and request the money from the reserve fund.  Steve Cusick’s response was he does not want to bring it up at Town Meeting and the Conservation Commission may get the money elsewhere.  Paul Hannan summarized by noting this is now a non-issue.


Other Business

· The Selectboard discussed amending the list of Authorized Use of Plowed Highways to be used by Snowmobiles as approved on November 26, 2007 because a section of trail in Maple Corner has not froze over and the trail has been diverted.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to amend the above list to include about 300 feet of Kent Hill Road to access Stanley Fitch’s field and granting Sheri Fitch access.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

· Denise Wheeler distributed the 2008 Elections Calendar from the Office of the Secretary of State, Elections Division.  The calendar contains dates, deadlines and references pertaining to both Town Meeting Day and the general election in November.  The Selectboard discussed counting ballots when the polls close and the process for that.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session with the Zoning Administrator at 8:50pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session at 9:07pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Paul Hannan reported the purpose of the executive session was to discuss the response letter from Chad Scribner’s attorney, Mary Hood Alexander.  To summarize, the letter states we admit we owe the Town of Calais $3,000.00 for gravel to upgrade part of Chapin Road but we do not think the money is due until after the fourth building permit is issued.  The Selectboard believes the money is due as a condition for obtaining the building permits for the fourth and fifth houses in the subdivision.  It was agreed Paul Hannan will draft another letter to Chad Scribner to clarify the Town’s position.

Tentative Agenda for the March 10th Meeting

· Post Town Meeting Day organizational meeting
· EMFD Interlocal Agreement
· Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance – changes and possible adoption
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:15pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
