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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

March 29, 2010    







7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Mike Garand, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Christopher Reed, Jim Hogue, Gail Graham, Lesley Fitch, Alfred Larrabee, Wayne Morse, Josh Schultz, Jill Schultz, Gary Schultz, Lorie Bayne, Tony French, Joe Bayne IV, Danielle B., Tom McArdle, Eric Sorenson, Jerome Lipani, Mike Konrady, Diane Konrady, Jeff Fannon, Darby Bradley and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Cy Lamberton and Scott Bassage

Actions:


Approval of the March 8th and March 16th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Liquor & Tobacco License Applications: Farm House Café and Maple Corner Store – The Selectboard reviewed the renewal applications for liquor licenses for both establishments and a tobacco license renewal application for the Maple Corner Store.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the liquor license application as presented for the Farm House Café and the liquor and tobacco licenses for the Maple Corner Store.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.

Application for Town Highway Grant – Alfred Larrabee presented a Town Highway Grant Application for $198,500.00 to reclaim and add a 3-inch layer of new blacktop to one mile of the County Road beginning at the East Montpelier town line up to approximately Wheeler Road.  The State grant would fund 80% of the project, $158,800.00.  The town’s matching funds of 20% would be $39,700.00, which will be requested next Town Meeting Day if we get the grant.  Mike Garand recommended looking at the culverts on that section of road and replacing them this year.  Alfred Larrabee noted more base material will be added during the project and Mike Garand suggested putting road fabric in as well.  John Brabant made a motion to apply for this grant to resurface one mile of the County Road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.


Finance Agreement with the Town of East Montpelier to Fund New Emergency Services Facility – In Anne Winchester’s absence, Denise Wheeler reported she, Scott Bassage and Anne Winchester met with the East Montpelier Selectboard on March 22, 2010 to discuss the finance agreement between the two towns for the new facility.  Denise stated the agreement is being worked on between the attorneys.  No final agreement has been executed.  The Town of East Montpelier is working on a lease with East Montpelier Fire Department for the new building.  The East Montpelier Selectboard would like the Calais Selectboard to review the lease prior to signing it.  In an unrelated matter, the Selectboard inquired if the Road Commissioner would have any use for 1500 cubic yards of topsoil excavated from the site of the new facility.  Alfred is definitely interested.  Denise will contact Craig Kleman to notify him of the town’s interest in obtaining some product.


Committee of Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads - Darby Bradley, Chair, came before the Selectboard this evening to provide an update of how the committee is proceeding, discuss the charge given by the Selectboard and to answer questions.  

The Committee of Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads held an organizational meeting on March 15, 2010.  There are 40 +/- road spurs and anomalies documented.  Darby sorted the data collected into two sets of files, short spurs of less than ¼ mile and longer spurs and anomalies.  The committee began looking at the 20 or so short spurs, most of which have a single landowner and lead to old cellar holes.  The committee, divided into two-person teams, is evaluating each spur and will report back to the committee.  The committee as a whole will evaluate all the information collected and make a recommendation to the Selectboard.  Darby went on to say the theory being these will be “no brainers” for discontinuance since many are driveways, lead to old cellar holes, one was surrounded by beaver dams and another went through someone’s bedroom.  Some of these meet the statutory definition of unidentified corridors.  During this exercise, the committee is perfecting the process used to evaluate each ancient road.  

Darby Bradley discussed the mass discontinuance described in the charge (the first order of business for this committee should be looking at unidentified corridors and report back by the March 29th Selectboard meeting, if the Selectboard is going to discontinue roads and have a timeline to do it).  Darby noted the committee couldn’t do it in the timeframe outlined in the state law.  Darby also checked with Paul Gilles, noted expert attorney in this area, who confirmed the Mass Discontinuance allowance process only allowed for the discontinuance of all invisible roads and the Selectboard could not discontinue only some invisible roads.  Darby noted the committee will develop a list of ancient roads to be discontinued and will conduct the process as open and transparent, giving landowners every opportunity to hear concerns.  Residents concerns should be directed to the Chair, Darby Bradley (darby@vlt.org).  Rationale for keeping or discontinuing these ancient roads will be provided.  Darby hopes to balance private interests and public interests.  The committee meeting dates are posted at three local stores and in the Town Office and are open to the public.  The next committee meeting will be on April 17, 2010 at 9:00am at the Town Office.  Marge Garfield and Sandra Robinson will be there to answer questions.  Several members of the public spoke on the subject and all were encouraged to attend the meetings.  The Selectboard received a petition that will be taken up under Other Business.

Appointments for Town Offices, Boards and Commissions:
First Constable – Fred Bushway 


Town Service Officer – Marianne Miller
Animal Control Officer – Fred Bushway


Inspector of Lumber – Greg Pelchuck

E-911 Coordinator – John McCullough


Delegate to CVSWMD – Bill Powell

Delegate to CVRPC – Peter Brough


Alternate to CVRPC & TAC – Rick DeWolfe

Development Review Board:  

Nedene Martin, Steve Reynes and Walt Ames to each serve three-year terms, expires 2013.

Development Review Board Alternate: Kristina Bielenberg to serve a three-year term, expires 2013.

Planning Commission: 

John McCullough to serve a four-year term, expires 2014.

Two vacant positions remain.

Historic Preservation Commission: 

David Schutz and Curtis Johnson to each serve three-year terms, expires 2013.

Conservation Commission: 

Steve Cusick to serve a four-year term, expires 2014.  

Three vacant positions remain.

Mike Garand made a motion to approve the above slate to serve in these respective positions.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.  The Selectboard is continuing to look for residents to serve in remaining vacant positions.  

 
Various Reports and Updates

* Recent break-ins have been reported in Calais.  Be aware of unusual behavior or vehicles in your area.  Note vehicle license plate numbers and call the Vermont State Police.

* The Development Review Board will hold a hearing on May 18, 2010 to review the McCullough Crushing permit application for the gravel pit expansion.  The Selectboard needs to appoint three DRB Temporary Alternates to serve on this case.  Not all will be selected to serve.  Bob Shaffer will Chair the proceeding.

* CVRPC Energy Audit Program – Denise Wheeler sent the information about this program to David Schutz in hopes the town can apply for a grant to be used at the Town Hall.

* Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant will meet April 1st with Jeff Tucker at Dubois & King to obtain cost estimates of engineering plans and for a concrete dam on Curtis Pond.


Other Business – The Selectboard received a petition this evening, which will be forwarded to the Town Clerk for validation.  The petition will be taken up under new business at the next meeting on April 12, 2010.  The petition reads as follows: We, the undersigned registered voters or landowners of the Town of Calais hereby petition the Calais Selectboard to vote to discontinue all of Calais’s town highways that are not otherwise clearly observable by physical evidence of their use as a highway or trail and that are not included as such on the sworn certificate of the description and measurement of Calais town highways filed with the Town Clerk on February 10, 2010 pursuant to 19 V.S.A. subsection 305 (h).


Tentative Agenda for the April 12th Meeting

· CVSWMD discussion with Bill Powell and Lessa Stewart
· Town Appointments for vacant positions
· Approve Meeting Minutes and usual reports and updates
· North Calais Retaining Wall project
· Contractor for Recycle/Trash Depot – contract award by 4/15/10
· Petition received on March 29th re: vote to discontinue certain roads
John Brabant made a motion to adjourn at 8:45pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
