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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
August 31, 2009






                          7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Anne Winchester, Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Cy Lamberton, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Gail Graham, Toby Talbot, Eddie Walbridge, Mary Reardon, Conrad Smith, Reed Cherington, Nathaniel Robinson, Heather Colgen, Sybil Miller, Paul Hannan, Charlotte Hanna Bassage, Fred Bushway, Barbara Noordsij, David J. Blythe, Peggy Bowen and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: John Brabant

Actions:


Approval of the August 10th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made three changes to the minutes as presented.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of the August 25th Special Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes.  Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. Pole Permit – The Selectboard reviewed the pole permit application for work in the Town right-of-way on Bayne Comolli Road.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the R-O-W application as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Veteran’s Monument at Memorial Hall – Ed Walbridge came before the Selectboard this evening to request permission to have one or two handicapped parking spaces with signage on TH 63 GAR Road in order for visitors to park on the road and walk in to view the Veteran’s Monument at Memorial Hall.  Peg Bowen noted the monument was erected in 1912 by the Women’s Relief Corp. on private property at Memorial Hall.  Dorothy Singleton spearheaded an effort in 2004 to have a plaque put on the back of the monument to include the names of Calais veterans from WW II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War and the Gulf War.  The Town contributed $2490.00 for the plaque and $1655.00 was donated from proceeds of the “Men of Maple Corner Calendar”.  Peg Bowen provided a copy of the Town Ordinance for GAR Road thereby noting in order to put some handicapped parking on this road; a change to the ordinance would be necessary.  This will be taken up for action at a later date.

Remembering Donald Singleton, Sr. – The Selectboard noted the recent passing of Donald Singleton, Sr. of Singleton Road.  The Town would like to publicly recognize and express sincere gratitude for the many years of dedicated service to the Town.  Don served in several different capacities over the years, including Selectboard member.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to donated $100.00 to the Adamant Methodist Church in Don’s memory.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Emergency Management Procedures – As previously discussed at the August 10th meeting, Denise Wheeler contacted some people to serve in the event of an emergency and Selectboard members are not available.  Each member hereby appoints Paul Hannan, Gus Seelig and Olivia Gay to be named in the Delegation of Authority in the Emergency Operations Plan.  Toby Talbot noted that all positions also need alternate people (such as Town Health Officer, Road Commissioner, etc.).  Denise Wheeler will continue work on the issue.

East Montpelier Fire Department Emergency Services Facility – Scott Bassage briefly summarized the results of the Special Selectboard Meeting held last week (see Meeting Minutes for details) noting all road blocks are out of the way as both towns and EMFD are moving ahead with the location off Route 2.  If all goes well, the plan is to break ground in November.  Toby Talbot reported interim winter facility for the ambulance service may be at Mekkelsen’s Trailer Sales since they have space inside and made an offer.

Interlocal Agreement for Ambulance Service Discussion – Scott Bassage reported he and Cy Lamberton along with Rob Chickering and Don Welch from the East Montpelier Selectboard recently met over breakfast to explore the option of forming a subcommittee to make recommendations how to share costs, divide operational expenses and define distribution of assets upon the dissolution of the EMFD Ambulance Service.  It was agreed to have three Interlocal Agreements with the towns and EMFD for firefighting/emergency services, ambulance services and facility/structure.  The agreements will be worked on one at a time beginning with the Interlocal Agreement for Ambulance Service.  They discussed having a single way of allocating costs, the fact that East Montpelier has more businesses, larger population and more calls annually.  The E.M. Town Administrator has looked at other towns and discovered some have a negotiated percentage to share costs.

Dog Complaint Hearing – Mary Reardon and Nathaniel Robinson came before the Selectboard to discuss the complaint she logged against Mr. Robinson’s dog.  Nathaniel Robinson reported he has an underground fence system to confine the dog but it does not restrain the dog consistently.  He is going to get a cable hitch to keep the dog on his property.  Both parties appeared to have settled this dog complaint while Fred Bushway, First Constable, listened attentively.

Calais Ancient Roads Update – Paul Hannan is working hard to complete the ground investigation, plotting and GPS work and get ready for the public informational meeting on September 21st.  Scott Bassage will have projectors and screens in order to have the maps available for public display.  The meeting outline was reviewed; Gus Seelig agreed to be the moderator.  Informational handouts will be available.  Conrad Smith simplified the kinds of ancient roads into three categories: the ones we can see, the ones we can’t see and the ones we have data on but not seen.  Written comments will be taken.  Scott is doing the publicity/postcard to each household.  Other tasks were assigned to Selectboard members.

Zoning Violations, Appeals, Litigation, etc. – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session with Barbara Noordsij, her attorney, David Blythe and Paul Hannan at 8:45pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.; more specifically stated this zoning enforcement refers to payment of interest on the court ordered penalty amount awarded to the Town of Calais from Barbara Noordsij.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session at 9:10pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Anne Winchester reported the Selectboard had determined informally how much interest to charge but would not take a formal vote and make a public announcement until it had conferred with attorney McLean.

Various Brief Updates

· Roads – Cy Lamberton did not have anything to report.  Rose Pelchuck informed the Selectboard about a recent trip up Wheeler Road noting how very narrow the road appears to be in some areas and especially how overgrown all the brush is along the side of the road.  Rose went on to say that emergency vehicles would not be able to safely pass each other and this could be a public safety issue.  Cy agreed to pass this info on to the Road Commissioner for further review.

Tentative Agenda for the September 14th Meeting

· Update from town board or commission: Planning Commission or DRB

· EMFD Emergency Services Facility update

· Calais Ancient Roads update

Scott Bassage made a motion to adjourn at 9:18pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

