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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

May 12, 2008






                                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Peg Bowen, Bill Powell, David Klein and Rose Pelchuck.
Actions:

Approval of the April 28th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made a few changes.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-2.  Paul Hannan and Anne Winchester abstained from the vote.


Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. Right-of-Way Request: Collar Hill Road – The Selectboard reviewed the two year permit request to perform work in the Town’s Right-of-Way on Collar Hill Road.  The Selectboard agreed to have the Planning Commission look at the Town Plan with respect to pole placement in the R-O-W during their present revision.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve this permit request from WEC as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Curb Cut Access Permit Application – Tim Howe submitted an application for an access permit on East Hill Road.  The Selectboard reviewed the application along with a detailed map, photographs and data from Peg Bowen (neighbor to Tim Howe’s property).  Peg Bowen submitted a letter dated May 12, 2008 stating Gene Bowen and Timothy Howe met and agreed that the location of the curb cut would be moved up the roadway towards the intersection of East Hill Road and Bliss Road.  Detailed measurements are included in this letter. The present application before the Selectboard does not reflect the location as outlined in the letter from the Bowen’s.  Discussion ensued.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to table this application pending receipt of an application / map that clearly reflects accurate placement of the curb cut location.  John Brabant will contact Tim Howe to clarify the reason for checking off Agriculture on the application, telling him the Selectboard needs an application and map that clearly reflects accurate placement of the curb cut and the location needs to be flagged.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Solid Waste Management Planning – Bill Powell, Calais Representative to the Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District (CVSWMD), came before the Selectboard to provide an update as the District moves towards the “zero waste conceptual plan”.  The zero waste goal is to try to get to people generating no waste with no need for landfills; seeing a diversion of organics out of the waste stream.  Since the Calais Town Plan is under revision, it would be good to see language in the plan regarding zero waste.  The Selectboard asked Bill Powell to relay to the District, we are expecting the fence and depot improvements agreed to May 28, 2007.  The Selectboard thanked Bill Powell for his efforts on the Board representing Calais’ interests.


Review Town & Highway Expenditures to Date – Paul Hannan reported as of the last update from Eva Morse, Town Clerk and Treasurer, we have not received the $3,000.00 from Chad Scribner for improvements on Chapin Road.  The Selectboard reviewed the quarterly figures through March 31st.  FEMA reimbursed the Town $8,000.00 for flood damage last July (that was not included in the budget), therefore Cy Lamberton reports he thinks we’ll be okay.  Eva plans to borrow $290,000.00 in anticipation of taxes until tax revenue begins to come in.


Capital Budget Planning Discussion – Anne Winchester went to a workshop last fall on “Steps Toward Implementing a Capital Plan and Budget” and presented the information this evening to the Selectboard.  Anne spoke about starting small and working up to more detailed items/projects.  The Selectboard agreed to have Cy Lamberton work on gathering equipment data; Anne Winchester offered to assist if necessary.


Various Brief Updates:
· Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant will call Morris Root Engineering

· Batten Road Knight’s Engineering bill – John Brabant called Steve Duke and Steve is willing to pay the bill.  John Brabant will notify Knight’s Engineering that Steve Duke will pay the bill.

· Lightening Ridge Road update – Cy Lamberton, Anne Winchester, Don Singleton, Alfred Larrabee and Ernie Englehardt, District 6 Engineer, recently met at the intersection of Lightening Ridge and Route 14 to discuss possible safety improvements to this intersection.  The intersection can be moved 2-3 feet north and a stop bar can be painted.  The State AOT Safety budget can pay for some improvements on the Max Gray Road intersection with Route 14.  Those improvements include: possibly cutting trees, taking a row off a stone wall, shaving the knoll, pave an apron approach on Max Gray Road and painting a stop bar.  

Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission High Risk Rural Roads Program - The Selectboard reviewed the list of Calais roads that includes alignments, street addresses and crash data.  Anne Winchester offered to follow up with the CVRPC to see how this affects the Town.

Other Business:

· Set meeting date for second meeting in May (Memorial Day) – The Selectboard discussed the date and agreed to hold the second meeting in May on Monday, May 26, 2008 at 7:00pm at the Town Hall.
· Paul Hannan read a letter from the school principal, Kayia Korb, regarding the twice a year service contract and a $243.00 repair bill for the generator.  Kayia Korb believes the school agreed to annual generator testing once a year and not paying for repairs.  Rose Pelchuck will search the meeting minutes and email them to Paul Hannan with regard to terms agreed upon by both parties.  Paul will contact Kayia to respond to the school’s concerns.
· Vermont Rural Protection Task Force – workshop on June 21, 2008 if any Selectboard members are interested
· Capital West Dispatch – The Selectboard received a letter from Christopher Alger, Capital Fire Mutual Aid Treasurer, in which he outlined emergency services dispatch costs are expected to increase from $52,000.00 to $132,000.00 in 2009.  Rose Pelchuck offered some background information as Secretary for EMFD.  Chris Alger invited the Selectboard to attend a meeting on June 2, 2008 at the Berlin Fire Department at 7:00pm to discuss this matter.  
Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Anne Winchester made a motion to go into Executive Session at 9:04 pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session at 9:25 pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Paul Hannan reported the Selectboard will draft a letter to the ACT 250 Commission regarding McCullough Crushing’s ACT 250 Permit application, reiterating the Town’s position as outlined in the minutes from October 15, 2007.  (10/15/07 Paul Hannan further clarified the Selectboard’s position by saying “We do support the DRB decision; we want to be assured some judge will particularly look at the voids in the application, missing plans, voids in information and our concerns are heard.  Our intent is to make sure the voids are filled before any permit is issued.”)  Paul Hannan went on to say, “We want to make sure our position is to honor the Development Review Board process”.  Don Singleton, Calais Road Commissioner, as an individual, wrote a letter of support for the McCullough Crushing expansion project along with road foremen from all around the area.


Other Business (continued):  Bob Schaffer, DRB member, had recently asked if the Selectboard would track DRB hearings more closely as the elected officials in Town (4-5 per year).  Dot Naylor, Zoning Administrator, can report to the Selectboard on major issues and provide hearing notices.  The DRB minutes are filed in the Town Office.  Anne Winchester will notify Bob timing is a real problem and the Selectboard does have an enforcement role on DRB decisions.


Tentative Agenda Items for May 26th Meeting

· Meet candidates for town position vacancies

· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

· EMFD Interlocal Agreement, review and possibly sign

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:42pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

