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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

January 8, 2007







  7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, John Brabant, Toby Talbot, Dot Naylor, Peter Harvey, Richard Quelch, Don Singleton, Greg Pelchuck and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the December 11th Meeting Minutes – On page 2, Other Business, 7th bullet, delete the third sentence and replace it with the following: The Town agrees to pay the maintenance cost fee and bill the school for half the cost, which the school agrees to pay.  The minutes will reflect the correct spelling of Gus Seelig’s last name in the 8th bullet item (my apology); correct the spelling of heirs in the 5th bullet item; insert the word “to” in the 5th bullet item on line three after the “spoke”; and change the word interviewed to “offered” in the 4th bullet item on line one.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Approval of the December 12th Joint Selectboard Meeting Minutes – On page 1, Action, paragraph 2, line 4, change between to “among”; paragraph 4, line 6, correct the spelling of “its”; paragraph 5, delete the last sentence; paragraph 6, line 3, correct the spelling of “quit”; and on page 2, paragraph 1, line 4, add “each town” after the word provides.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Heather Shouldice abstained from the vote.

Planning Commission Grant Acceptance – The Selectboard discussed acceptance of the municipal planning grant for a build out analysis from the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission (CVRPC) that was approved as presented on September 11, 2006.  This computer analysis program has the ability to project out what the town could look like in 10-15 years based on the zoning regulations, town plan, current roads, other infrastructure, natural resources such as wetlands and wildlife habitat and put the information in an accessible, easy-to-view GIS map format.  Richard Quelch explained the information should be ready by the end of the year.  Nedene Martin made a motion to accept the grant as previously approved and authorized the Chair to sign on behalf of the Selectboard.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Road Cut Access Permit – The Selectboard reviewed the application from A. Mario Nogueira for a curb cut on Bliss Road.  Don Singleton inspected the area and made the following recommendations: 

1. The applicant must install a 15-inch diameter culvert 50-60 feet up the driveway

2. The applicant must ditch the upper side of the driveway

Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the curb cut application with the above two conditions.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Highway Budget FY 2007-08 Review – The Selectboard and Road Commissioner, Don Singleton, reviewed the projected budget for next year.  Overall, the proposed highway budget increased 7.45% from last year, of which 10.4% is health insurance.  The Selectboard discussed the responsibilities of the Road Commissioner and want to reflect the level of responsibility with a higher wage increase.  John Brabant made a motion to grant a 6% wage increase to the Road Commissioner, Don Singleton, and the remaining 4% wage increase will be allocated to the Road Crew at the discretion of the Road Commissioner.  The Selectboard unanimously supports this motion; it was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Don Singleton received a price quote from Pike Industries, Inc. to repave 1750 feet of Lightening Ridge Road.  For 3” thick pavement, the quote is $58,000.00 and for 4” thick pavement, the quote is $74,195.00.  Don recommends going with the 4” thick pavement for this project.  The quote includes grinding up the old pavement and putting down new road base material.  John Brabant discussed the reclassification of this portion of Lightening Ridge with Ernie Englehardt, District 6 Engineer.  We are still awaiting State approval to reclassify this portion of the road.  Ernie explained getting the 80% State grant is contingent on receipt of State funds and the inventory of road and construction standards.  John stated historically Calais has not asked for State funds a lot and feels we should be line for the grant money.  Paul Hannan suggested John call Cy Lamberton to assist going through the application process.

Don Singleton explained the request for a new truck in the proposed budget.  The quote is for an International 4X4 truck with a 5-yard body at a projected cost of $115,517.00.  The Ford truck is in poor shape Don explained.  Don recommends the Town replace the old Ford with a new truck.

The part time, on-call driver hired is Joe Bayne.  Don reported he needs to get his Commercial Drivers License and presently drives the Ford truck.  A representative from the Vermont League of Cities & Towns recently visited the town to explain the new CIGNA health benefit plan.  The road crew was pleased with the presentation, Don reported.  The retirement plan was also explained by a rep from National Life Insurance.  On January 26th, Steve Jerome will have an informational meeting with the Washington County Road Foremen Network to discuss possible joint efforts and networking.

East Montpelier Fire Department Items – Greg Pelchuck, EMFD President, and Toby Talbot, EMFD Treasurer, met with the Selectboard this evening to discuss the Interlocal Agreement with the Town of East Montpelier and the projected budget for FY 2007-08.  Toby stressed the urgency of Town to decide on a percentage to split the cost of the new fire station, which will enable the department to print brochures and hold informational meetings using correct figures.  The Interlocal Agreement does not have to be finalized until the bonding happens.  The Selectboard discussed the percentage of cost to split with East Montpelier.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to have Paul Hannan call Edie Miller, East Montpelier Selectboard Chair, tomorrow to notify her the Calais Selectboard agrees to a 1/3 (Calais) – 2/3 (East Montpelier) split with adjustments after the 2010 census and adjustments every three years thereafter.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

The Selectboard reviewed the proposed EMFD Operating Budget for FY 2007-08 in the amount of $142,050.00.  Toby Talbot explained EMFD has one less lease payment that represents a $4,000.00 reduction in this year’s budget.  The average overall increase is 2.5%.  The Calais portion of the budget is $35,513.00 (25% of the total amount).  The Selectboard accepts the EMFD proposed budget as presented for inclusion in the Selectboard budget.  

The Selectboard returned to discuss in detail the Interlocal Agreement Draft from Paul Giuliani, Esq. The Selectboard agreed on some suggested changes.  Toby Talbot will bring the changes to Paul Giuliani for a second draft agreement.  The Selectboard endorses the concept of the Interlocal Agreement with the Town of East Montpelier with further changes to be ironed out.

Other Business

· Curtis Pond Dam Update – Denise Wheeler is working on a fact sheet for inclusion in the annual Town Report.  John Brabant spoke to Morris Root regarding the final engineering report on the stonewall rebuild option and Morris has not even begun the final report.  John told him the Selectboard needs the report before Town Meeting Day.

· Next steps on proposed changes to the Zoning Bylaws – Scott Bassage is working on the “clean copy” of the proposed changes and will e-mail it to Rose Pelchuck.  Rose will incorporate the approved editorial changes from the Zoning Administrator and give the final copy to Eva for the Town Report.

· Approve service contract for emergency generators – The Selectboard reviewed the service contract with Brook Field Service for the generators.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the annual maintenance contract with Brook Field Service for the generators at the school and town office building and authorize the Chair to sign the contract for the Selectboard.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

· Next steps on increase in Disabled Veterans’ property valuation exemption – Nedene Martin reported she has not been able to get definitive information from the VA regarding how many disabled veterans live in Calais.  Nedene will continue on this item with assistance from State Representative, Janet Ancel, and U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders.

· Paul Hannan will get a key to the Calais Elementary School.

· Informational Meeting on Broadband – a meeting will be held on January 18, 2007 at 7:00pm at Calais School with representatives from internet service providers, some legislators and the public is welcome.  For more information, call Rolf Mueller at 454-8020.

Tentative Agendas for the January Meetings:

· January 15th – Selectboard Budget
· January 22nd and/or January 29th – Outside agencies, Selectboard report, Cemetery Commission budget, warning articles and other items
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:25pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

