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SELECTBOARD MEETING

April 10, 2006






                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dick Rouelle, Dot Naylor and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the March 27th Meeting Minutes – Heather Shouldice offered the following corrections to the minutes: page 2, Other Business, last bulleted item should read Heather Shouldice reported John McCullough, Design Review Committee Chair, recently discovered no formal Selectboard meeting minutes showed that the guidelines were adopted.  Heather will ask the Planning Commission to act to bring these term limit guidelines into compliance.  Page 2, Other Business, the 6th bulleted item should read: Nedene Martin noticed a propane bill in with the town invoices even though the school agreed to pay the propane bill.  Nedene volunteered to call Suburban Propane Service and get the Calais Elementary School’s address put on the bill.  Heather will first check with Eva Morse, Town Clerk.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-2.  Denise Wheeler and Paul Hannan abstained from the vote.


Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. Pole Permits (2) – The Selectboard reviewed two permit applications.  A) Rik Dryfoos new home on Adamant Road.  Heather made a motion to approve the proposed pole installations as indicated on the diagram and have a member of the Selectboard look at the location.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  B) Chad Scribner new five lot subdivision on Chapin Road. Heather made a motion to approve the proposed pole installations as indicated on the diagram and have a member of the Selectboard look at the location.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Liquor License Applications – The Selectboard reviewed the following three applications: 

A) Grand View Winery – outside liquor consumption permit, an extension of the present permit by the Liquor Control Board for inside liquor consumption. Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the outside liquor consumption permit application as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

B) Adamant Co-op Store – renewal of the beer/wine permit.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the permit application as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0. 

C) Farmhouse Café - renewal of liquor license application for indoor and outdoor liquor consumption.    Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the permit application as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways – This annual report gives the State AOT an idea of what the Town is proposing to do with State Highway Funds.  Paul Hannan gave John Brabant and Heather Shouldice his best estimate of what the Town plans to spend on various classes of roads this year (7/1/06 to 6/30/07).  John and Heather agreed to meet with Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, to finalize the report before submitting it to the Agency of Transportation.  

Appointments to Town Offices, Boards and Commissions – The Selectboard put forth the following slate:

First Constable – Fred Bushway


Inspector of Lumber – Greg Pelchuck

Second Constable – Wilson Hughes

Tree Warden – Peter Condaxis

Health Officer – Muriel Bushway



Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the above slate except the Second Constable.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve Wilson Hughes as Second Constable.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1, with Nedene Martin abstaining from the vote.

Development Review Board – 3 positions open

Nedene Martin made a motion to appoint Peg Bowen, Barbara Weedon and Rick Purchase, all incumbents, for three-year terms (expires 2009).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Planning Commission – 3 positions open

Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint Rhonda Shippee and Anne Winchester to four-year terms (expires 2010), both incumbents, and Melanie Kehne to fill the unexpired term of Denise Wheeler (expires 2009).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Historic Preservation Committee – 3 positions open

Heather Shouldice made a motion to appoint Peter Harvey, incumbent, and Kim Raine to three-year terms (expires 2009).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  One position remains vacant.

Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission Delegate – Nedene Martin made a motion to appoint Rhonda Shippee, incumbent, to this position.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Conservation Commission – 2 positions open

Nedene Martin made a motion to appoint Barbara Patterson to a four-year term (expires 2010).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  One position remains vacant.

Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District Delegate – John Brabant made a motion to appoint Bill Powell, incumbent.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

East Montpelier Fire Department Facilities Steering Committee Representative – Nedene Martin made a motion to appoint Helen Johnke.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Town Sewerage Officer – John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing a personnel matter relating to this position.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 

5-0.  John Brabant made a motion to come out of Executive Session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan, Chair, reported the Selectboard agreed to have a conversation with Toby Talbot prior to acting on his reappointment as Sewerage Officer.

Emergency Plan Coordinator – John Brabant made a motion to appoint Toby Talbot.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Plan to Fill Remaining Vacancies of Town Offices – Weigher of Coal, E-911 Coordinator, Sewerage Officer, Town Service Officer, CVRPC Alternate and one position on each Historic Preservation Commission and Conservation Commission remain vacant.  The Selectboard is looking for interested candidates to fill these positions.

Bylaw Review Term Limit Guidelines for Design Review Committee – The Selectboard discussed the current dilemma of not having clear term limits for the members of this committee.  John Brabant made a motion to have Denise Wheeler and Heather Shouldice work in tandem with the Planning Commission and Vermont League of Cities & Towns to see what the quickest way to resolve this dilemma is and if the Selectboard can do it without the Planning Commission.   The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  


Certified Local Government Final Review – This has been done already; no action necessary at this time.


EMFD Administrative Procedure for Expenditures Relating to the New Fire Station – At the last meeting, Toby Talbot, Treasurer for East Montpelier Fire Department, presented the Selectboard with a written procedure for administering $25,000.00 for developing the EMFD new fire station project.  This money will be used for preliminary engineering, perk tests, advertising for available land in the village area, design plans, etc.  The purpose of outlining the procedure is to streamline the process among all those involved.  John Brabant made a motion to accept the Procedure for Administering $25,000.00 for developing EMFD New Station Project as presented by Toby Talbot with one change to item 2.

The complete Procedure is as follows:

1. The EMFD shall be the entity to engage vendors and collect invoices associated with the project.

2. All expenditures that exceed the amount of $250.00 shall be pre-approved in writing by a signature of the Selectboard Chair, Paul Hannan.

3. Any contracts for services shall be approved by the two Selectboards.

4. The treasurer of the EMFD will make a request for payment of invoices to be divided proportionally as best as possible (75% East Montpelier, 25% Calais).

5. A monthly accounting of expenditures will be provided to both Selectboards.

The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The Selectboard also began discussing future ownership interest in the Town investment (like devising a prenuptial agreement).  Paul Hannan noted this will be a capital investment and the Selectboard needs to keep talking about how it will be funded.


Curb Cut Permit Applications (2) – The Selectboard reviewed a Curb Cut application from Michelle Hudson for access on Balentine Road just off Route 14.  Nedene Martin made a motion to defer action on this application until the next meeting.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The second application the Selectboard reviewed was from Steve Duke.  It appears to be the same application Steve Duke submitted almost two years ago.  Paul Hannan noted the proposed access location is still not flagged and the applicant has a current permit request for this development before the Development Review Board.  Paul would like to hear from the DRB what the best traffic circulation pattern would be.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to defer action on this curb cut application until the DRB issues Preliminary Plan Approval and the DRB gives the Selectboard some direction but before Final Plan Approval is issued.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Abandoned Vehicles on Collar Hill Road – Nedene Martin reported she and Second Constable, Wilson Hughes, inspected the area in question and noted two abandoned vehicles in the Town Right-of-Way on Collar Hill Road (13.5 feet and 11 feet respectively from the centerline) on the property of Helen Golon.  Wilson Hughes’ recommendation is to send the landowner a letter giving 30 days notice to remove the vehicles.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to have Nedene Martin draft a letter on behalf of the Town and give it to the Second Constable to deliver to Helen Golon.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Other Business – John Brabant, Calais representative to CVSWMD Depot Siting Committee, provided a brief update of alternative recycling depot sites to serve Calais, East Montpelier and Woodbury.  The committee is looking at the Agency of Transportation lot on Route14.  

Rose Pelchuck reported the Adamant Community Club inquired if it could go under the Town’s insurance policy.  After researching this further, Rose discovered the Club owns the building/land (deeded by the Town in May 1962) and would not be able to go under the Town’s insurance according to the VLCT.

The Planning Commission will pursue a Planning Grant from the Department of Housing & Community Affairs for East Calais Village to look at water, parking, and sewage issues.

Paul Hannan reported Fred Bushway, First Constable, has had several problems with dog complaints and would like to have a formal identification tag to show people he is a Town Official.  They can be purchased locally and the Selectboard agreed this is a good idea.  Wilson Hughes, Second Constable, has some ID already.

Paul Hannan reported the CVRPC decided not to do the Maple Corner Traffic Safety Audit after all.

Selectboard e-mail protocol was briefly discussed and needs further consideration.


Tentative Agenda Items for April 24th Meeting

· Timing of Curb Cut Permits vs. DRB Permits

· Final sign off of Curb Cut Permits

· Enforcement of winter parking ban

· Selectboard e-mail protocol

· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

· Personnel matter – Executive Session

· Public Hearing for AOT Grant

· Bylaw information re: term limits of Design Review Committee

· Other appointments to Town offices, positions and commissions

Nedene Martin made a motion to adjourn at 9:55pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

Reminder of the joint meeting of the Selectboard and School Board on Tuesday, April 25, 2006 at 6:00pm at the Calais Elementary School.

