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SELECTBOARD MEETING

April 11, 2005








  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Dot Naylor, Toby Talbot, Dick Rouelle, Lance Boardman, Bonnie Boardman, Peter Condaxis, Bill Bates, Kent Morse, Peter Harvey, Ruth Porter, Bill Porter, Wayne Morse, Rod Buck, Syver Rogstad, Steve Duke, Lucy Howe Hersey, Diane Dexter, Peter Brough, Don Singleton, Jack Russell, Rhonda Shippee, Stanley Morse and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the March 28th Meeting Minutes – Paul Hannan offered the following amendment to paragraph three, the section noting comments from Marge Sweeney to read as follows: 

Marge Sweeney – had questions about the Fire District option vs. Special Assessment District and the percentage ratio between pond landowners and others.  Marge thought it was unfair that no Curtis Pond landowners were on the Task Force.  Paul Hannan acknowledged the point well taken but pointed out that the meetings were public and no pond / landowners attended.  Bob Withey stressed that the Task Force was about all Calais dams, not just the Curtis Pond Dam.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Cy Lamberton abstained from the vote since he was not here for the meeting.


Neighborhood Watch Update – Rod Buck and Bill Bates reported after further discussion, the committee decided to move the placement of the sign on the Calais Worcester Road to this side of the town line and do away with any sign on Sodom Pond Road.  The committee plans to put up nine large signs and 29 small signs around town.  This number is fewer than the original number of signs estimated, realizing the goal is to put up as few signs as possible to do the job effectively.  The committee has smaller signs for sale to individual homeowners and will be distributing brochures and seeking donations.  Bill stated the costs of the signs and some posts are about $900.00 and the budget is $1,000.00.  The committee plans to work with Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, for sign placement on existing signposts.  Two questions will be followed up on by Bill and Rod, 1) find out if donations are tax deductible (like donating to Town Government) and 2) find out if the National Neighborhood Watch Organization will delay billing for 90 days since the funds are in next year’s budget.


Contract for Professional Historic Preservation Consultant – Peter Harvey, Chair of the Calais Historic Preservation Commission, presented the Selectboard with a contract to hire John Johnson from Marshfield to update the Kents Corners Historic District listed on the National Register, including the Kents Corner – Old West Church Design Control District.  (For specific details, refer to the actual 4-½-page contract in the Town Clerk’s Office.)  Peter noted the contract does include travel expenses.  The Historic Preservation Commission whole heartily endorses his selection for this position.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the contract as written to hire John Johnson, Historic Preservation Consultant.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Expenditure for The Vermont Preservation Conference – Peter Harvey requested the approval of a $90.00 expenditure, which is in the budget, for two members of the Calais Historic Preservation Commission to attend this year’s conference.  John McCullough and Peter Morse are planning to attend.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the expense. The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

 Road Cut Access Permits – The Selectboard reviewed an application from Robert Bernard for an access permit on Max Gray Road.  Don Singleton reported the proposed location has good visibility and no need for a culvert.  Don recommends the following condition: the first 20 feet of the driveway should have no more than a 3% grade.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the access permit with the following condition: applicant must grade the area to ensure the first 20 feet approaching the road has no more than a 3% grade.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

The Selectboard reviewed an application from Steve Duke and Jeff Sayers for an access permit on Batten Hill Road.  Don Singleton reported a culvert would be necessary at the road edge and one up further.  Don noted the soil to be very sandy in that area; a ditch with riprap would also be needed.  Several townspeople in attendance voiced concerns about additional traffic on the road with a proposed development and the dangerous curve in the road.  Steve Duke currently has an application before the Development Review Board for a four-lot housing development.  Paul Hannan made a motion to table this Road Cut Access Permit Application until the DRB gives some feedback to the Selectboard on how these four lots would feed into Batten Hill Road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Zoning Administrator Position – Jack Russell, Planning Commission member, presented the Selectboard with a job description, proposed newspaper advertisement and proposed zoning application fee schedule.  The Planning Commission recommends the position be 10 hours per week with a pay range of $10.00 to $12.00 per hour (for about 520 hours per year).  The monies generated by fees would fund the position.  The Selectboard supervises the position although the Planning Commission makes recommendations to the Selectboard.  Nedene Martin suggested putting the proposed fee schedule on a separate agenda for public input. Nedene Martin made a motion to:

1. Advertise the position of Zoning Administrator

2. Approve the job description to give to interested candidates

3. Establish a pay range of $10.00 to $12.00 per hour and set hours not to exceed an average of 10 hours per week except with the approval of the Selectboard; work a minimum of two hours per week, and

4. Provide a quarterly report to the Selectboard

The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Nedene thanked the Planning Commission for a lot of work in a short amount of time regarding this position.


Expenditure for The Task Force on Calais Dams – Two bills were presented to the Selectboard for payment.  Dot Naylor paid $28.66 for 14 copies of the full report.  Gary Root paid $120.00 for 250 copies of the abbreviated report.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve these bills for payment and wants Gary Root to produce an invoice to verify the amount spent.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0. 

Liquor Application – The Selectboard reviewed the renewal liquor license application for the Maple Corner Store for 2005-06.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the application.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Appointments to Town Offices, Boards and Commissions – The Selectboard put forth the following slate:

Town Service Officer – Vickie Perham

Inspector of Lumber – Greg Pelchuck

Health Officer – Muriel Bushway

Sewerage Officer – Toby Talbot

First Constable – Fred Bushway


E-911 Coordinator – Rick DeWolfe

Second Constable – Wilson Hughes

Emergency Plan Coordinator – Toby Talbot

Pound Keeper – Fred Bushway


Tree Warden – Peter Condaxis

Weigher of Coal – Bob Cleary


Delegate to CVRPC – Rhonda Shippee

Alternate to CVRPC – Rick DeWolfe

Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the above slate except the Second Constable.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve Wilson Hughes as Second Constable.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1, with Nedene Martin abstaining from the vote.

Development Review Board – 1 position open

Cy Lamberton made a motion to appoint Ruth Porter, incumbent, for the three-year term (expires 2008).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Steve Duke currently serves as an Alternate DRB member.  Nedene Martin made a motion to reappoint Steve Duke as an Alternate DRB member.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Planning Commission – 2 positions open

Nedene Martin made a motion to appoint Denise Wheeler and Gary Root to four-year terms (expires 2009).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Conservation Commission – 4 positions open

Cy Lamberton made a motion to appoint Dillon Burns and Dennis Schaffer to four-year terms (expires 2009), Barbara Patterson to a one-year term (expires 2006) and Wilson Hughes to finish the term of George Clifford (expires 2008).  The motion was seconded.  The motion was voted on except the appointment of Wilson Hughes 5-0. Cy Lamberton made a motion to appoint Wilson Hughes as noted above.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1, with Nedene Martin abstaining from the vote.

Historic Preservation Committee – 2 positions open

Paul Hannan made a motion to appoint Wayne Whitelock and John McCullough, both incumbents, to three-year terms (expires 2008).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

Webmaster: Proposed E-mail Response - Nedene Martin provided the Selectboard the proposed text response for e-mails to the Webmaster on the town’s website for their review at the last meeting.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the proposed response as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Tentative Agenda Items for the April 25th Meeting

· Annual financial plan for town highways

· Further discussion final report from Task Force on Calais Dams – State Dam Engineer & Morris Root

· Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

· Liquor license application from Farm House Café

· Proposed Zoning Application Fee Schedule

Other Business – Bob Withey reported the dog complaint that was going to be on the agenda is no longer since the dogs moved farther into the country.  Steve Duke spoke about the quality of Batten Hill Road and improvements.

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

