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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

January 22, 2007





               7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, John Brabant, Dot Naylor, Peter Harvey, John Simanskas and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Heather Shouldice

Actions:


Approval of the January 15th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and offered one clarification.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Final Action on 2007-08 Budget – John Simanskas, Cemetery Commissioner, presented the Calais Cemetery Budget for the next fiscal year.  The total amount requested this year is $24,550.00.  In addition to normal operating costs, other expenses include replacing and repairing the north and south fence at Robinson Cemetery, having a tree removed at the Old West Church Cemetery that is damaging a headstone and making some repairs to the fence at Shortt Cemetery.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to accept the cemetery budget as presented for inclusion in the Selectboard Budget and deal with interest income from the endowment offsetting the total amount requested.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-1.  Paul Hannan abstained from the vote.


The Selectboard again reviewed the proposed budget for the next fiscal year.  A few figures are not available and some are fixed costs that Eva Morse, Town Clerk & Treasurer, will provide.  Vermont Trails & Greenways Council asked to be included in the Selectboard budget for an appropriation of $30.00.  The Selectboard agreed to have Nedene Martin contact them to encourage them for next year to go through the process other nonprofit organizations go through in a timely manner.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the proposed budget thus far knowing some numbers are not available; the missing numbers will be plugged in with a figure not to exceed 100% of the current amount from the 2006-07 budget.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Note: Paul Hannan, Selectboard Chair, intends to finalize the budget with Eva Morse tomorrow at the Town Office.


Final Action on Warning Articles for Town Meeting Day 

a) New Town Truck – text was reviewed

b) Veteran’s exemption increase- discussed briefly in conjunction with item c) below.

c) Taxing non-exempt properties per Tax Department letter – Nedene Martin received a response from Janet Ancel, our State Representative.  The Selectboard discussed the matter at length.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to authorize Paul Hannan and Nedene Martin to work with Janet Ancel to figure out what is exempt and to create an article for the Town Warning regarding this.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

d) Zoning changes – Rose Pelchuck received the clean copy of the proposed changes to the Zoning Regulations (approved December 11, 2006 at a public hearing) from Scott Bassage.  Rose prepared the document for inclusion in the Town Report and will give the CD to Eva tomorrow.

e) EMFD / Interlocal agreement – The Selectboard discussed the proposed language for the EMFD bond article from Paul Giuliani and as revised by Paul Hannan.  Paul Hannan reported he had another conversation with Edie Miller, East Montpelier Selectboard Chair, regarding the percentage to share the bond indebtedness for the proposed new fire station.  Paul again told Edie that the Calais Selectboard agrees to a 1/3 (Calais) – 2/3 (East Montpelier) split.  The Selectboard discussed keeping the percentage the same for the duration of the bond or reevaluating the amount after the 2010 census and every three years thereafter.  The Selectboard agreed to notify Edie Miller the Calais Selectboard agrees to a 1/3 (Calais) – 2/3 (East Montpelier) for the duration of the bond for the proposed new fire station.

f) Capital requests – text was reviewed

g) Repaving a portion of Lightening Ridge Road – text was reviewed

h) Kellogg-Hubbard Library – text was reviewed

i) Hydroelectric regulatory process – Paul Hannan made a motion to add a small-scale hydroelectric article to the Warning.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Review Draft of Selectboard Report – Paul Hannan drafted a report for the Town Report.  The Selectboard will review the text and finalize the report next week.

Review Draft of Curtis Pond Dam Report – Denise Wheeler presented a Draft report that was discussed by the Selectboard members and revisions were offered.  The Selectboard agreed some key points to include in the Curtis Pond Dam Report are as follows: the message from the voters on Election Day wasn’t clear as to how to proceed; what is clear is we need to resolve the ownership issue which will be an expensive proposition and until we resolve it we can’t move forward to repair the dam; and the Town is still engaged with Morris Root Engineering awaiting his final engineering report and cost estimate for the stonewall rebuild option. 

Other Business – Paul Hannan reported Kaiya Korb would like to have another joint meeting of the Selectboard and School Board in the near future.

The Selectboard agreed they had to hold another meeting this month to finalize the annual report.

Janet Ancel, our State Representative, will meet with the Selectboard on Monday, February 12, 2007.

A public hearing will be held on Monday, February 26, 2007 at 7:00pm during the regularly scheduled Selectboard meeting at the Calais Elementary School regarding the bond issue for the proposed new fire station.  The EMFD will hold four public informational meetings to discuss the new fire station at 7:00pm at the respective elementary schools as follows:


January 31st in Calais


February 8th in East Montpelier


February 15th in Calais


February 22nd in East Montpelier

Refreshments will be served.


Tentative Agenda for the January 29th Meeting

· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s orders of the day
· Necessity resolution for town indebtedness if needed
· Final Selectboard report
· Final Curtis Pond Dam report
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 10:00pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
