SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

January 15, 2007






  7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Steve Freihofner and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the January 8th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and offered corrections/amendments.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Process for Final Copy of the Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard discussed the process of having DRAFT minutes and a final copy of the corrected/amended minutes.  Whereby the minutes are done on a computer, it was recommended the minutes be labeled as DRAFT until approved.  Any changes will be made to the draft and become the final copy.  The approved minutes will be posted on the Town’s website and filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.  The Selectboard also discussed compensation for Rose Pelchuck, Selectboard Secretary.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to pay Rose Pelchuck $1,000.00 per year, up from $600.00 per year she currently receives.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


EMFD Update with East Montpelier Selectboard Chair – As per the last meeting, Paul Hannan called Edie Miller, East Montpelier Selectboard Chair, to notify her the Calais Selectboard agrees to a 1/3 (Calais) – 2/3 (East Montpelier) split with adjustments after the 2010 census and adjustments every three years thereafter.  Edie told Paul the E. M. Selectboard would meet on Friday, January 12th to discuss the matter.  Paul called Edie after that meeting and Edie stated she was busy and would return Paul’s call.  She has not returned Paul’s call.  


2007-08 Selectboard Budget Review – The Selectboard reviewed the proposed budget for the next fiscal year.  Some figures are not yet available and some are fixed costs that Eva Morse, Town Clerk & Treasurer, will provide.  The Town received an increase in the per capita rate from Barre Town Ambulance Service from $25.00 to $29.00 per capita.  Heather Shouldice will plug in the new numbers, add it up and send out a final copy to the Selectboard members and Eva.


Woodbury Fire Department Budget Request – Steve Freihofner, WFD representative, presented the proposed operating budget for inclusion in the Selectboard budget.  WFD is requesting $12,810.00 for operating expenses and an article to add $6,000.00 to the truck replacement fund.  WFD responded to a total of 62 calls in 2006.  Nedene Martin raised the question of long-term building needs for WFD since Calais is entering into an interlocal agreement with East Montpelier to fund a new fire station in East Montpelier.  Steve Freihofner stated the department has been talking about possible changes such as a new roof, possibly adding a loft above the office space, and taking out a wall to expand towards the Town Clerk’s Office.  With less than 700 voters in town, there is no mention of building a new fire station.


Other Business – Disabled Veterans’ property valuation exemption was again discussed.  Nedene Martin reported she has sent a copy of the memo from William E. Johnson dated December 27, 2006 to Janet Ancel, our State Representative, in hopes of clarifying the meaning of the memo.   The memo was sent to Chairs of Selectboards and Chairs of Board of Listers regarding tax rules on exempting property and veterans from tax responsibility.  Nedene is awaiting a response from Janet.


Tentative Agenda for January 22nd
· Review Social Service Organizations requests, annual Selectboard report, Cemetery Commission budget, warning articles and other items
· Disabled Veterans’ property valuation exemption
Heather Shouldice made a motion to adjourn at 8:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

