SELECTBOARD MEETING

July 12, 2004







           7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, John McCullough, Donna Fitch, Peter Harvey, Ben Naylor, Scott Bassage, Anne Winchester, John Simanskas and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:

Approval of June 28th Meeting Minutes - On page 2, paragraph 8 under Other Business, Paul Hannan believes he raised the issue of the $157.60 expenditure by the Task Force on Calais Dams not Nedene Martin.  Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Approval of July 7th Special Meeting Minutes - Bob Withey, Chair, called a Special Meeting of the Calais Selectboard on July 7th to approve two payments to Blue Ridge Construction, Town Office Building General Contractor.  Minutes were written by Cy Lamberton.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-2 with Nedene Martin and Randy Fitch abstaining since they didn’t attend the Special Meeting.

Town Office Building Committee - John McCullough reported the project is nearly finished with only two to three more weeks before final completion.  The heat is on, the concrete slab is drying out with the help of two dehumidifiers and painting is going on.  The landscape plan has been submitted to the DRB.  Donna Fitch reviewed the Schedule of Values for the project and it looks as though the project will come in under budget.  Another spreadsheet detailed the Cost of Office Furnishings.  Donna provided information on the different styles of conference table which will me made by Clark-Macke.  The Selectboard agreed on the Farmhouse style, which will be made out of maple (matches the kitchen cabinets).

Review Proposed New Zoning Regulations - The Selectboard began reviewing Article 7 on page 66 and finished reviewing the whole document on page 82.  After the review, Bob Withey asked the members of the Selectboard to go through it again and write any proposed changes or comments and to be prepared at the next meeting to make the first round of final changes.  Rose Pelchuck suggested the easiest way to make changes to the current document is to have it in electronic form (with a laptop) and to make any changes as they take place.  Afterwards, the Planning Commission will change the document again in accordance with Chapter 117 and hold a public hearing before giving it back to the Selectboard.

Road Cut Access Permit - The Selectboard reviewed an application from Ben & Dot Naylor for an access on Collar Hill Road.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the access permit with the condition the applicants install two sections (40' total) of 15" culvert.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Other Business: The Selectboard discussed their personal calendars and availability due to summer vacations.  The Selectboard agreed to move the next regular meeting from July 26th to Thursday, July 29, 2004 at 7pm in the Town Hall.  The agenda for that meeting will only include the Invoices and Orders of the Day and final language for the Proposed New Zoning Regulations.

The Selectboard received a letter of resignation from Wally Roberts from his position on the DRB effective immediately since he is moving to Williamstown.  This letter will be taken up at a future meeting.  

Bill Powell sent a letter to the Selectboard regarding the 25 mph speed limit on West County Road and the appearance that cars are exceeding the posted speed limit.  Bob Withey hopes to meet with the new Washington County Sheriff in the near future and will discuss troublesome areas in town in need of patrolling.

The Vermont Water Resources Board will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, August 3, 2004 at 7pm at the Calais Town Hall in response to a petition received restricting the use of power boats on Mirror Lake (#10 Pond).  The hearing will be to see if the following amendment will be adopted “The operation of vessels powered by an internal combustion motor is prohibited.”  The public is encouraged to attend.

John Simanskas, Calais Cemetery Commission Chair, reported the land owned by the Connolly family in East Calais, which they were going to donate to the Town to extend the cemetery, is not going to happen due to a family disagreement.  The Town did pay to have the land surveyed since the Cemetery Commission had a letter of intent to donate the land.  John also reported on fence work that needs to be done at the Old West Church and Short Cemeteries.  The Selectboard encouraged the Cemetery Commission Chair to increase the budget request next year to provide for these repair costs.

Bob Withey reported the treasurer’s audit was completed for $1500.00 less than the first  firm quoted.  The municipal bonds were sold in Boston recently and the interest rate is 4.4%.

Tentative Agenda for July 29th Meeting

· Invoices and Orders of the Day

· Final Draft Proposed New Zoning Regulations

Paul Hannan made a motion to adjourn at 8:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Recording Secretary

