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SELECTBOARD MEETING

August 29, 2005







  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Peter Harvey, Dick Rouelle, Gary Schultz, Josh Schultz, Ronald Wells, Jay Kimball, Dot Naylor, Wayne Morse, Tim Dungan-Levant, Don Singleton and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the July 25th Meeting Minutes – Cy Lamberton proposed the following correction on page 1, paragraph 6, the first line should read: Cy Lamberton reported in order to meet the expenditures in the highway and Selectboard budgets, the Town tax rate should be $0.68, two cents more than last year and five cents less than the estimated amount in the Town report.  Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Approval of the August 8th Meeting Minutes - Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Report from the Road Commissioner, Don Singleton – Don reported work continues on the Moscow Mills Bridge.  The bridge will need to be closed for a few days in the near future in order to resurface the bridge with new concrete.  Don will post signs on the bridge in advance of closing it.  The Selectboard will be sure radio and newspaper notices will go out.

Don reported on the condition of Moscow Woods Road from the Casella depot down to the East Calais Post Office.  The road and guardrails keep sinking and is estimated to be about 18” lower than usual.  Don will get the State involved to discuss engineering options and recommends the Selectboard impose a weight limit on vehicles traveling the road.  Nedene Martin made a motion to impose a temporary ban (until further notice) on all vehicles in excess of 10,000 pounds from traveling on Moscow Woods Road for safety purposes.  Don Singleton will contact the school bus company and post other public notices about the road weight restrictions. 

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Class 4 Road off the Calais / Worcester Road – Ronald D. Wells, as caretaker of a property owned by an out-of-state party, reported he believes the Class 4 road in question was changed years back and there is no outlet from this road, except to go on private property.  Jay Kimball, the logger on the property, reported having to deal with dumped trash, vandalized equipment from trespassers in the past, and does not want the two buckets and crossbar removed fearing more of the same will occur.  Paul Hannan explained his position in that any Class 4 road is an access corridor and can be used by the public and they should not be barred from using the road.  Ronald Wells believes the actual Class 4 road in dispute is 150 feet further down the road from this entrance.  The Selectboard does not know which access is the actual road; further research will need to be done.  Ronald Wells will send a formal request to the Selectboard asking permission to continue putting two buckets and a crossbar at this access.  Nedene Martin made a motion granting Paul Hannan the authority to call Paul Giuliani or Gloria Rice about the legal aspects of granting someone permission to erect a temporary barrier on a Class 4 road.  Dot Naylor suggested checking with the VLCT.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Terms of Service for Alternates on the Development Review Board – Paul Hannan contacted or left messages for those individuals the Selectboard believes are Alternates to the DRB.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to set three-year terms for Alternates on the DRB.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan made a motion to appoint the following individuals as Alternates to the DRB with term expiration as follows:

1. Steve Duke appointed to the term that expires in 2008.

2. Tina Bielenberg appointed to the term that expires in 2007.

3. Stephanie Kaplan appointed to the term that expires in 2006.

These alternate positions will expire each spring of the respective year when all other annual appointments are made.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried, 4-0-1; Bob Withey abstained from the vote.  Rose Pelchuck will provide this information to DRB Chair, Chuck Storrow.


Town of Calais Website (www.calaisvermont.gov) - (a) Nedene Martin made a motion to give the Zoning Administrator, Dot Naylor, access to the Town’s official website in order to list approved zoning permits.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  (b) Heather Shouldice made a motion to reimburse Rose Pelchuck $125.00 for the annual domain name cost for the Town’s website.  (This transaction can only be done by credit card.)  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0. 

(c) Nedene Martin reported she has received requests from groups in town to post information on the Town’s website.  The Selectboard discussed proposed language for inclusion in the Website Contents Policy.  Nedene will continue to rework the language and bring it to the next meeting.


Other Business – (a) Cy Lamberton researched the speed limit ordinance for Peck Hill Road and discovered it is 30 mph.  Don Singleton installed two speed limit signs on Peck Hill and 2 Class 4 Road signs as well.  Tim Dungan-Levant praised the Selectboard for their prompt action in hopes of reducing speeding on that road.  (b) Jack Russell reported to Bob Withey the Planning Commission has been working on the Transportation Infrastructure issue and will report to the Selectboard by the last meeting in October.  The Planning Commission plans to hold a public hearing for October 15, 2005.  (c) The Selectboard reviewed the budget expenditures ending 6/30/05 (not yet audited).  Bob Withey noted in general the highway budget went a little over budget due to unexpected thunderstorm costs in June and not receiving money promised from the Better Backroads Program for culvert/ditching work near Curtis Pond.  Other high costs were equipment maintenance for trucks, sanders and the grader; steel prices have doubled and road salt and chloride have gone up Cy reported.  The Selectboard budget ends the year a little on the plus side; therefore, overall the town budget ends the year in the black by about $1800.00.  

(d) Paul Hannan reviewed the response letter from Seth Hamilton at Verizon dated August 29, 2005 regarding the dual pole issue.  The letter included an apology to the Selectboard for not responding to our letter in a timely manner and a plan to remedy the situation.  Verizon conducted a field review of the Town on August 16, 2005 and Verizon will commit to completing all work by July 2006.  Cy Lamberton will check with Washington Electric Co-op to see what the process is ensure that phone and cable companies are notified promptly when new poles are installed in Town.  (e) Wayne Morse discussed information he discovered about TH 24, TH 31 and TH 35, all Class 4 Roads.  He asked the Selectboard about forming a committee to look into the status of Class 4 Roads in town and was informed that the Calais Conservation Commission is working on this very issue.  Paul Hannan emphasized that Town Land Records are what is the legal truth, not maps, with respect to Class 4 Roads.


Tentative Agenda Items for the September 12th Meeting

· Appoint new E-911 Coordinator

· Redraft Website Contents Policy

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 8:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on & carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

