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SELECTBOARD MEETING

August 9, 2004





                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Randy Fitch, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Kent Morse, Toby Talbot, Heather Shouldice, Sarah Gallagher, Steve Gallagher, Dot Naylor, Ben Naylor, Barbara Weedon, Donna Fitch, John McCullough, Peter Harvey, Steve Duke, Bill Porter, Ruth Porter, Scott Bassage, Denise Wheeler, Jack Russell and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of July 29th Meeting Minutes – Paul Hannan made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


East Montpelier Fire Department – This agenda item with Chief, John Audy, postponed to the next agenda due to the untimely death of Assistant Chief, Michael Bliss.


Town Emergency Management Coordinator, Toby Talbot – Grant for emergency generators: Toby Talbot reported on the status of a grant application from the Dept. of Homeland Security for emergency generators for the Calais Elementary School.  Toby explained the school would be used as the primary shelter for residents in the event of an emergency.  The Selectboard showed Toby a grant confirmation letter they received for the amount of $49,928.00.  This is from FY 2004 Homeland Security Grant, administered by the State of Vermont Department of Public Safety, and includes a five-year service contract on the generators.  Toby will find out the exact details of this grant and send the Selectboard a letter outlining the details.  The Selectboard has no objection to Bob Withey, Chair, signing the appropriate papers on behalf of the Selectboard.


Town Office Building Committee – Donna Fitch provided the Selectboard the updated August 5, 2004 “Town Office To Do List” and reviewed each item on the list.  John McCullough reported he is still waiting to hear back from the DRB regarding the final landscape design plan he presented them.  Paul Hannan suggested a “Work Day” in about a month to have residents pitch in to finish the yard work at the new office.  Bob Withey extended many thanks to Donna and John and asked them to come back to the Selectboard to tell them what else they need the Selectboard to do.


Road Cut Access Permit – The Selectboard reviewed an application from Greg Gallagher for an access at 1213 West County Road.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the access permit with the following conditions: applicant must install a 15” culvert 10’ in from the road and check with Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, when ready to do the work.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Verizon Petition to Revise Pole/Wire Locations – The Selectboard reviewed a revised plan from Verizon for the pole and telephone wires on Max Gray Road.  Randy Fitch made a motion to approve the revised plan as submitted.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Development Review Board Vacancy – The Selectboard requested letters of interest to fill a vacancy on the DRB due to the resignation of Wally Roberts.  The term of office expires in 2006.  Barbara Weedon and Steve Duke both expressed an interest to serve on the DRB and were questioned by the members of the Selectboard.  Nedene Martin thanked both of them for their interest in filling this vacancy and made a motion to appoint Barbara Weedon to fill the unexpired term, having served as an 

alternate on the DRB.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan made a motion to appoint Steve Duke as an alternate to the DRB. The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Planning Commission Request for Funds – The Planning Commission requested $1,000.00 to pay for assistance (from Burnt Rock Consultants) with the revisions to the proposed new zoning regulations brought about by the new law Chapter 117.  Jack Russell explained that Chris at the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission thinks he can do the necessary revisions by the end of September at no cost to the Town.  The Planning Commission would like to be able to hire Burnt Rock Consultants as a safety back up if necessary since the timeline is tight.  The Selectboard is in general agreement for Jack to find out more details and report back at the August 30th Selectboard meeting.


Review Grant Application for National Register of Historical Places, Vermont Division of Historic Preservation – Peter Harvey, Chair Calais Historic Preservation Committee, explained the details of the $3,500.00 grant which this committee is applying for to clarify and update the design review district.  Paul Hannan made a motion to support Bob Withey’s pro forma signature on the grant application in order to apply for this grant.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Cy Lamberton encouraged Peter Harvey to come back to the Selectboard at budget planning time for any requests for necessary matching funds.

NOTE: All town committees and commissions are reminded to get their requests to the Selectboard in ample time to meet date deadlines!


Review Proposed New Zoning Regulations- The Selectboard made changes to the electronic form of the document beginning on page 27.  The Selectboard will continue with the final changes at the next regular meeting.


Other Business – Rose Pelchuck distributed the new documents from the Curb Cut Advisory Committee, including the proposed Curb Cut Ordinance and application to the Selectboard.   Rick DeWolfe, Chair, will present it at the August 30th meeting.

Paul Hannan presented a copy of the full Chain of Title for the Curtis Pond Dam to be on permanent file in the Town Clerk’s Office.  (It is a huge and impressive document!)

The Lister’s grievance hearing will be on Thursday, August 12th at 7:00pm in the Town Hall.


Tentative Agenda Items for the August 30th Meeting

· Curb Cut Advisory Committee

· Town Office Building Committee

· Planning Commission – request for funds

· Continue final changes to proposed new zoning regulations

Cy Lamberton made a motion to continue this meeting until Tuesday, August 17, 2004 at 7:00pm for the purpose of taking action from East Montpelier Fire Department (Chief, John Audy) and setting the Town tax rate.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Recording Secretary

