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SELECTBOARD SPECIAL MEETING

Approved Minutes

June 17, 2010    







             7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Scott Bassage, Mike Garand, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Conrad Smith, Darby Bradley, Wayne Morse, Reed Cherington, Gail Graham, Jill Schultz, Stephanie Kaplan, Christopher Reed and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Denise Wheeler, Chair, stated the purpose of this special meeting will be to hear Selectboard discussion and vote on the petition the Selectboard received to vote to mass discontinue all of Calais’s town highways that are not otherwise clearly observable by physical evidence of their use as a highway or trail and that are not included as such on the sworn certificate of the description and measurement of Calais town highways filed with the Town Clerk on February 10, 2010 pursuant to 19 V.S.A. subsection 305 (h).  


Cy Lamberton made a motion to discontinue all town highways that are not otherwise clearly observable by physical evidence of their use as a highway or trail and that are not included as such on the sworn certificate of the description and measurement of town highways filed with the Town Clerk on February 10, 2010, pursuant to 19 V.S.A. 305(h).  Mike Garand seconded the motion.

Each member of the Calais Selectboard offered comments, which are summarized below to the best of my ability:


Scott Bassage – thanked everyone who has participated up to now in the process, specifically those who signed the petition, attended meetings, spoke at meetings and most especially the numerous volunteers who have spent hundreds of hours doing research on Calais’ ancient roads.  Scott spoke about fairness, value to the town, complexity and the process the town has put in place.  Scott stated his intention to vote no on the motion before the Selectboard.  (A copy of Scott’s written comments was filed with these Minutes.)

Cy Lamberton – thanked everyone for participating in the process.

Mike Garand – spoke as the freshman member of the Selectboard.  Mike stated for him the big issue is fairness and sees this as an issue dividing the town.  Mike spoke about the wonderful community that came to his aid after he lost his home to a fire nearly two years ago and is proud to live in Calais.  In considering the motion before the Selectboard this evening, Mike is looking out for the benefit of what the whole town favors.

John Brabant – nonpartisan in his view, noted to vote his mind and represent townspeople to the best of his ability.  John stated an apparent substantial majority wants the Selectboard to mass discontinue these ancient roads as noted on the petition; and will vote to mass discontinue to respect the wishes of the townspeople.

Denise Wheeler – noted the ancient roads process began several years ago, it has been a learning experience, and we are not done yet.  Denise summarized the research phase done by Marge Garfield and Sandra Robinson; now continued by the Committee on Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads with Darby Bradley serving as Chair.  There is still is plenty of work to do and all the volunteers deserve an incredible amount of thanks.  Denise cited fairness to landowners as the pressing issue having purchased their property in good faith and as an overall town issue, which is dividing the town.  Denise urged all to continue to work together for our town, as the journey is not over.  We need to be respectful of all opinions as this is one single issue.  (A copy of Denise’s written comments was filed with these Minutes.)

Cy Lamberton made a motion to call the question.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Denise Wheeler restated the motion to discontinue all town highways that are not otherwise clearly observable by physical evidence of their use as a highway or trail and that are not included as such on the sworn certificate of the description and measurement of town highways filed with the Town Clerk on February 10, 2010, pursuant to 19 V.S.A. 305(h).  The motion was voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Scott Bassage voted against the motion.

Darby Bradley requested the Selectboard attend his committee’s next meeting on Monday, June 21, 2010 at 7:00pm to discuss how this vote changes the charge of Committee on Unmapped and Unmaintained Roads.

John Brabant made a motion to adjourn at 7:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

