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Present: Selectboard members Denise Wheeler, Toby Talbot, Scott Bassage, John Brabant; Judy Robert, Assistant Clerk; Bill Gray, Shaun Fielder, Alfred Larrabee, Doug Newton, Peg Tassey, Dirk VanSusteren, Gary Root, John Rosenblum, David Schutz. 

Chair Denise Wheeler called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.

Dog Warrant
Denise made a motion to approve the warrant of unlicensed dogs and give to Animal Control Officer Wilson Hughes. Motion seconded and approved, 4-0.

Meeting Minutes
Scott Bassage moved to approve the May 11th selectboard minutes.  The motion was seconded.  Denise clarified lister pay for attending training:  $100/day stipend in lieu of hourly pay. Motion approved with changes, 4-0.

Denise moved to approve the April 15th minutes. The motion was seconded and approved, 4-0, with the addition of two attendee names.  

Historic Preservation Ordinance
Scott presented the ordinance with the change that membership may include people from out of town, but the majority shall be town residents. Toby Talbot moved to adopt the ordinance. John seconded. Motion passed, 4-0.

Road Commissioner Update
Alfred Larrabee discussed the next steps for the North Calais bridge (between North Calais Road and Upper Road) which is currently closed. Engineer Doug Newton provided construction details. Toby provided photos of the existing bridge deterioration. A meeting will be scheduled with North Calais residents. 

A culvert will be installed at the intersection of Center and Haggett Roads in Adamant. A meeting will be held and public input solicited for this project. 

Toby said all speed limit signs are being checked for appropriate heights.

Street sign replacement in East Calais village was discussed. Two signs in East Calais will be replaced with smaller signs.

Operations Manager Update


Better Backroads grant applications have been submitted for Singleton Road for $10,000; Jack Hill for $8,000; Mirror Lake Road for $6,600. A grant for safety materials from the town’s insurance company through VT League of Cities and Towns was approved and includes new cones and welding materials.

Right-of-Way Permits
Shaun and Laura Fielder, Nelson Pond, have asked for permission to work in the right-of-way (ROW) in order to build wooden stairs down to the water. Denise clarified that the Selectboard is approving work in the ROW, not the building of the stairs, which is dependent upon approval of the Fielders’ zoning application which is before the Development Review Board (DRB) on May 28, 2015. A top step below road grade is a condition of the ROW permit. A motion was made to approve the ROW permit, with conditions, pending DRB approval of the stairs. Toby moved to approve. Scott seconded. Motion passed, 4-0.

Bill Gray requested a ROW permit to bury a power line underground across Max Gray Road. Alfred said the power line needs to be buried six feet underground, otherwise a concrete encasement is needed. He will provide road signs for detouring cars off Max Gray Road through Bill’s driveway. A motion was made to approve the ROW permit with conditions. Toby moved to approve. Scott seconded. Motion passed, 4-0.

Curtis Pond Island Ordinance
The Selectboard reviewed and made changes to the draft ordinance. Denise moved to approve the ordinance and for Selectboard members to sign the final revision by Wednesday, May 20. The motion was seconded. Motion passed, 4-0.

Review of Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) Changes to Town Plan
Scott presented suggested changes to the historic section of the Town Plan relating to the Town Hall. David Schutz, chair of HPC, expanded on the needs of the Town Hall for future use. The Planning Commission will decide where to insert the revised section. 

Executive Session
At 9:21 pm, Denise made a motion to go into executive session in accordance with Title 1 V.S.A. § 313 (a)(1) for the purpose of discussing a legal matter. The motion was seconded, voted and carried 4-0.  After coming out of executive session at 9:47 pm, Denise said there was nothing to report. 

A motion was made, seconded and approved to adjourn at 9:50 pm. 

Respectfully submitted,


Judith Robert, Assistant Town Clerk
