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Calais Conservation Commission—Aquatic Resources Working Group

August 17, 2015, 10:00 a.m.

Attending:  Julie Hand (chair); Larry Bush (CCC); Grant Orenstein (CCC); Noreen Bryan (Calais Lakes and Streams Committee); Ginger Clammer (Calais Lakes and Streams Committee)

1. Public Comment—none
2. Minutes of July 30, 2015, meeting approved.
3. CLSC good stewardship packets—The Calais Lakes and Streams Committee has collected information on Calais property transfers for 2014 and 2015 through July. Noreen Bryan explained that the CLSC was now considering two matters connected to distribution of good stewardship information packets to new landowners—when to distribute them and to whom (at time of transfer? if/when building permit sought?; distribute to all? riparian only?).  CLSC hopes to contact new owners personally if feasible.  CLSC is also considering developing a single-sheet document to remind all Calais landowners of good stewardship suggestions. 
Given that the Conservation Commission is charged with responsibility for public contacts required in the proposed Town Plan action items, there was a brief discussion of how the CLSC and its good stewardship packet could be incorporated into the overall process.  There was a general sense among the CC and CLSC members present that the two bodies could coordinate their activities and that the CLSC should continue doing its “good stewardship” work. 
4. Town Plan Action Item Landowner Contacts—The group briefly discussed how to coordinate the multiple contacts with landowners required by the Town Plan.  With regard to the specific action item calling for coordination of activities with groups like the Friends of the Winooski River, the group studied a list of landowners, and parcel maps of properties, that FWR would like to contact regarding buffers along the Kingsbury Branch.  Julie Hand agreed to determine the parcel numbers and confirm the current owners for the properties involved.  After a discussion about the best ways to contact these people, it was agreed that the working group would talk with Ann Smith on this subject, given her extensive experience. 
5. Next meeting—September 14, 2015, at 11:00 am, Town Hall. 

Respectfully submitted,

Larry Bush

