DRAFT

Calais Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes
Via Zoom conference call
Wednesday, October 7,2020, 7:00 pm

Present: Stephanie Kaplan, Larry Bush, Julie Hand, Drew Lamb, Mark Brown
Absent: Neal Maker, Pat Johnson (except for a few minutes)
Guests: Scott Bassage (to discuss conserving land)

Stephanie called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Agenda revisions or additions: Scott asked to discuss item 8 concerning land
conservation possibilities first.

Approve minutes: Larry moved and Julie seconded to approve the minutes of the
September 8, 2020 meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

Conservation Fund Balance: $79,903.38

Land conservation possibilities in Calais: Scott discussed potential properties for
conserving on East Hill and suggested the Commission talk with Phil Tonks about it.
Scott offered to interview him and ask him to come to a CC meeting to talk with the
Commission.

Fall Foliage Walk: Stephanie described the problems she encountered trying to get
permission to park on private property on Chapin Road for the Saturday morning walk,
since the road is too narrow to park along it. In the end permission was denied, so we'll
have to enter the forest from the trail leading from Pekin Brook Road. She suggested
that the town should consider trying to purchase a small piece of land on Chapin Road
so people can more easily access the forest.

Tree Committee: Stephanie reported on her meeting with the Selectboard and their
strong support for a Tree Committee to be established as a sub-committee of the
Conservation Commission. They also (and Town Clerk Judy Robert) were enthusiastic
about proposed landscaping at the Town Hall and about the plan to plant crab apple
trees outside of the Town Office. The Commission decided to put out a general
invitation for interested Calasians to contact us with their interest on being on such a
committee. Once a committee is formed, a specific committee charge can be developed.
Stephanie mentioned that revised Tree Warden legislation finally was adopted, and it
did not change or define “shade trees” but allows municipalities to identify and define
and determine the means for caring for their trees. That would be an important part of
the Tree Committee’s charge. Stephanie will send everyone a copy of the revised law.
She will also send everyone a copy of the Town’s and State’s Road & Bridge Standards.
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Ash trees & insecticide treatment update: Neal had written to Stephanie reminding that we
were going to work on identifying hazard ash trees for the road crew to remove as they have
time. This will be discussed at the next meeting.

Campfires in Bliss Town Forest: Larry said there have been no more campfires but the signs
he put up have been torn down. The Commission discussed what could and should be done
when there’s a potential fire hazard. It was suggested that someone from the fire department
could be contacted to look at the situation to advise about that.

Adjournment: After Drew left and Larry’s connection and then Stephanie’s connection
stopped working, Julie and Mark adjourned the hearing at about 8:40.

Date: 10/7/2020 Respectfully Submitted, Stephanie Kaplan

Approved by the Conservation Commission at the //2020 meeting

http://www.calaisvermont.gov/
Calais Conservation Commission Meeting 10/7/2020




