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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

September 10, 2007






             
  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Martin Hahn, Marialisa Calta, Bill Powell, Peggy Bowen, Peter Brough, John Cookson, Eva Gumprecht, Phil Marshall and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the August 27th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made some corrections.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Kellogg-Hubbard Library Five-Year Financial Plan – Martin Hahn, Executive Director, and Marialisa Calta, Board Member representing Calais, came before the Selectboard this evening to present and discuss the five-year financial plan for the Kellogg-Hubbard Library in Montpelier.  See the complete document for details (Kellogg-Hubbard Library, Five-Year Financial Plan, 2008-2012, Revised, 5-10-07).  Martin Hahn acknowledged the increased support by Calais residents over time.  In order to get to a sustainable level, the library anticipates another increase in 2008 then the rate will level off to the sustainable rate of inflation.  The Town of Berlin has been taken out of the library’s service area since the appropriation for the library has been voted down.  Berlin residents are now paying patrons.  The library has reduced the maintenance budget and book-purchasing budget to make up the shortfall.  The library has the second highest circulation rate in the state, second only to the library in Burlington.  Martin Hahn welcomed any advice or concerns and is available to meet with interested community residents.


Discuss Trash Hauling from Calais Transfer Site – John Cookson, an independent trash hauler, asked to meet with the Selectboard to find out exactly what is happening at the Calais depot with regard to the CVSWMD now collecting trash and recyclables.  John has been in the trash hauling business for eleven years and would like to know of any available options in Town.  Paul Hannan responded by saying the Town of Calais itself is not interested in running the depot on Moscow Woods Road.  The CVSWMD recently applied to renew its permit with ANR and the CVSWMD would like a formal lease agreement with the Town.  Paul noted the only thing we agreed to was not to allow any private trash hauler on town owned property.  Otherwise, John Cookson can set up shop anywhere else in town.  For the record, Paul Hannan noted the Selectboard did not see anger when the District presented this proposal to the Town at the May 28, 2007 meeting.  The four part motion the Selectboard approved included a provision for the CVSWMD to give 30 days notice to the present trash hauler, anticipating the changeover would occur sometime in July 2007 after the 30 days notice.  John Cookson will probably pursue finding a new location for his business, possibly at the Calais Recreation Field on Route 14.  The Selectboard wholeheartedly urged John Cookson to have a conversation with Bill Powell and the District.


Application for Town Highway Right-of-Way Permit – Eva Gumprecht and Phil Marshall would like to plant some day lilies along a 200 foot section of Adamant Road in the Town right-of-way that was cleared by Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. last year to provide electric service to Phil Marshall’s neighbor.  Other flowering bushes will be planted beyond the right-of-way.  Discussion ensued.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the permit with one condition as follows: the applicant must contact Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, to get his approval for the addition of fill along the right-of-way.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Other Business

· John Brabant, representing the Selectboard, met with Eric Goddard, Geotechnical Engineer, for a site visit on Batten Road.  Eric Goddard reviewed the traffic study data from John Thetford on behalf of Jeff Sayers and Steve Duke (who are proposing a subdivision on Batten Road) and was hired as an independent engineer to give a second opinion.  Although Eric Goddard’s final report was not available, he outlined some preliminary findings in an email to Peg Bowen, DRB Chair, and forwarded to John Brabant dated August 30, 2007 as follows: it would not be advisable to construct the concrete blocks on the side of the steep embankments; if widening is required, the options are: 1) construct the walls on the downhill side starting at the toe of the slope and working up, or 2) cut into the uphill side and face the cut with blocks (based on cursory review, the block walls will most likely need to be flatter than the 1:12 slope depicted); Eric noted the culvert above the sharp curve is eroding the downhill side and recommends a longer culvert with rip-rap on the downhill side in order to reduce further erosion of the embankment; guardrails should be installed where the embankment is steeper than 2:1 and the embankment height is more than four feet; new ditches should be designed to reduce erosion; based upon the limited sight distance and accident history of the road, our firm recommends a maximum posted speed limit of 25 mph and 20 mph on each end of the sharp curve; and to fully evaluate the property, it should be surveyed.  Referring to the Town Traffic Ordinance, Anne Winchester reported the present speed limit on TH 32 Batten Road is 25 mph for the entire length.  Some in attendance said the road does not have the speed limit posted.  The Selectboard awaits the full engineering report from Eric Goddard.  Paul Hannan noted the DRB would look at the traffic that would be generated by this subdivision.  To further clarify for Peggy Bowen, DRB Chair, Paul Hannan said, “If you don’t tell us the inadequacies of the road, we (the Selectboard) won’t be able to develop a set of recommendations”.

· Traffic Speed Cart – Paul Hannan reported Cy Lamberton contacted the road crew in Marshfield and they are using the speed cart for a week or two then it will be available for us.  Cy Lamberton graciously agreed to set it up.

· Selectboard Meeting Date Change – The Selectboard noted Columbus Day falls on the second Monday of the month this year.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to change date of the first regular Selectboard meeting in October from October 8th to October 15, 2007.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

CVSWMD Proposed Lease with the Town – Paul Hannan provided copies of a correspondence from Phil White, Esq. outlining concerns that should be included in a lease with CVSWMD.  Phil White is happy to further discuss the lease with Paul Giuliani, attorney for the District.  Bill Powell will notify the District that the Town is working on this with their attorney.  To be continued on September 24th if both attorneys work out the details.

Tentative Agenda for September 24th Meeting

· Class 4 Roads maintenance discussion

· Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance

· Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

· EMFD Contract for Fire Protection Services and moving ahead with the new fire station

· Municipal Retirement System overview with Cynthia Webster

· CVSWMD Lease (if available)

Tentative Agenda for October 15th
· Discuss improvements to Animal Nuisance Control Ordinance
Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session with the Zoning Administrator at 9:21pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  John Brabant made a motion to resume regular session at 9:53pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan noted they have no report on the ongoing legal enforcement issues.

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:55pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
