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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

June 9, 2008






                                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Anne Winchester

Actions:


Approval of the May 26th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made a few changes.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Review Town and Highway Expenditures to Date – The Selectboard reviewed and discussed both town and highway expenditures as we near the end of the current fiscal year on June 30, 2008.  The consensus was “if we’re over it won’t be by much”.  If we are over, the necessary amount will be included in the amount we need to set this year’s tax rate.


Historic Preservation Commission Grant Application – Peter Harvey explained the Historic Preservation Commission needs authorization to extend grant #3 for part B.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to authorize Paul Hannan to sign the grant application extension as presented by Peter Harvey.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  David Schutz approached Paul Hannan last week to sign the application for Grant #4 on the application deadline date.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to authorize Paul Hannan, Selectboard Chair, to sign grant application #4 after the fact.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  As David reported at the April 28, 2008 Selectboard meeting, this grant will enable the Historic Preservation Commission to update the State Register District in North Calais and East Calais.  The grant will fund a professional consultant to do the surveying (identify, visit, photograph and write a history).

Note: Two vacancies remain on the Historic Preservation Commission, three-year terms expires in 2011.


Various Brief Updates

· The Curtis Pond Dam Safety Inspection report was reviewed.  The inspection took place May 20, 2008 citing not really any change in the condition of the dam.  The State included some recommendations.  Morris Root contacted Allan Quackenbush back in January and has not heard back from him.  Paul Hannan asked John Brabant to contact Allan Quackenbush directly for an update.

· Batten Road engineering bill – John Brabant reported Knight Engineering has not yet received payment from Steve Duke.  John suggested the Town implement a policy and process for obtaining a performance bond insuring any outside party receives payment.  The Selectboard agreed to have John Brabant call Steve Duke, follow up with a letter citing the deadline for payment, send the letter certified mail and a copy to Knight Engineering.  Paul Hannan noted the outstanding debt is between Steve Duke and Knight Engineering, not the Town of Calais.

· Emergency Dispatch Service rate increase – John Brabant and Cy Lamberton attended a meeting June 2, 2008 to discuss Capital West Dispatch Service located in the Montpelier Police Station.  Capital West received a bill (operating costs) from the City of Montpelier with a substantial increase beginning January 1, 2009 with the brunt of the increase beginning July 1, 2009.  The bill does not include any new equipment.  The dispatch service has 5 staff people for 24-hour coverage, 7 days a week.  The Selectboard reviewed the materials John provided from the meeting listing different options for equitable distribution of the cost.  There was some disagreement about which towns are members of Capital Fire Mutual Aid and should have a voice in deciding how to equally share the burden of the cost.  John spoke on behalf of the Selectboard stating, “If you are going to encumber us, we need to vote”.  The next meeting will be in July.  John and Cy plan to attend.

East Montpelier Fire Department Interlocal Agreement – Rose Pelchuck reported on behalf of EMFD.  

We met last Monday with the East Montpelier Selectboard and they put forth four more changes to the Draft document.  These changes will be given to EMFD attorney, Paul Giuliani, to be made.  Calais and East Montpelier Selectboards will review the next draft when available in hopes of finalizing this Interlocal Agreement soon.


Zoning Violations, Appeals, Litigation, etc. – Paul Hannan reported Joe McLean, Esq. (Town’s attorney) is reviewing the motions that have been filed in the McCullough Crushing Act 250 process.  Denise Wheeler reviewed the Act 250 documents the Town received for the Phil Willey (WCI) property on Route 14 in East Calais.  The present Act 250 permit granted in 1987 is in the process of being amended for a two-lot subdivision.


Other Business

· Rose Pelchuck reported the updated Zoning Regulations are complete and about to be printed.  The cost of printing will come out of the budget per the Selectboard.  

· Joint meeting of the Selectboard and School Board is tentatively scheduled for August 25, 2008 at the Town Hall.

· The annual water testing at the swim area on Curtis Pond was discussed.  John Brabant made a motion to have the annual water test done on Curtis Pond sampling the water at the public swim area with the cost to come out of the Selectboard budget under miscellaneous expense.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

· The Selectboard has been notified of a resident building a stonewall in the town right-of-way on Tucker Road.  John Brabant will stop by the location and discuss the process for obtaining a permit to work in the town right-of-way.

· The Selectboard has been notified of a curb cut on Dugar Brook Road that appears too steep.  A condition of the permit required the owner build up the access for a flat approach at a minimum of twenty feet where it meets the road and at no more than a 3% grade.  Cy Lamberton will notify Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, to inspect the curb cut for compliance with the permit.

· The Town still has not received the $3,000.00 owed from Chad Scribner for work done on Chapin Road.

Selectboard Participation in DRB Process – Anne Winchester attended the last DRB meeting and according to Dot Naylor, Anne was impressed with the process.  Dot Naylor reported the current application from Joseph A. Murray from Northfield, VT is one the Selectboard needs to be informed about.  There are access issues for the 10.5-acre parcel.  The applicant needs a curb cut on to an old road near the property or on to Max Gray Road.  If the old road has not been discontinued, it is still a Class 4 road and the applicant needs a curb cut permit to get on to Max Gray Road.  A curb cut permit is necessary because the applicant is proposing a change in use for the access.  Denise Wheeler plans to attend the next DRB meeting.


Tentative Agenda for June 30, 2008

· Review and approve town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

· Annual reappoint of Road Commissioner, discuss salary & benefits of town employees

· EMFD Interlocal Agreement

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 8:40pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

