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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

April 30, 2007






             
7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Reed Cherington, Marge Garfield, Tom McArdle, Stephen Duke, Jeff Sayers and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions: 
Approval of the April 9th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard, having realized not all members received all three pages of the minutes for review, agreed to postpone approving the minutes until the next meeting.  

CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC HEARING from April 9, 2007

The public hearing continued tonight on the appeal of a Sewage Permit #07-01 issued to Raymond Foster of 580 Rathburn Road brought about by Dorothy Naylor.  The Selectboard reviewed a written response to Dorothy Naylor’s letter from Raymond Foster signed and dated April 12, 2007 agreeing to certain conditions to be in compliance with the Town Sewage Ordinance.  The Selectboard also reviewed a letter from Dorothy Naylor outlining some concerns that were resolved after meeting with Toby Talbot.  The letter further states Dorothy Naylor’s intent to withdraw the septic permit appeal brought before the Selectboard on March 12, 2007.  John Brabant made a motion to adopt this signed settlement agreement signed by Raymond Foster, dated April 12, 2007, incorporating the letter from Dorothy Naylor signed and dated on April 12, 2007 in which the conditions therein supercede the original permit issued.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Appointment of Calais Ancient Roads Team (CART) – The Selectboard reviewed the CART Mission Statement / Objectives and Budget as prepared by Marge Garfield, Acting Chair/CART Coordinator. Eight to twelve townspeople (more or less) have volunteered to be part of the team.  The budget figures used were taken from a former grant application.  Although the Town has not received any grant funding thus far, we may still get some grant funds from the State.  

Denise Wheeler made a motion to:

· Authorize the initiation of a Calais Ancient Roads Team (CART) to begin work inventorying ancient roads in Town, including the people named on the list presented but not to exclude others if they come forward,

· Approve the interim mission statement/objectives as presented,

· Name Marge Garfield as CART Chair,

· Grant Marge Garfield the authority to add people to the team,

· CART will provide periodic updates (bimonthly) to the Selectboard, and

· Authorize $500.00 budget for CART to come out of the Selectboard Budget.

The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Traffic Study on Sayers/Duke Subdivision on Batten Road – The Development Review Board requested input from the Selectboard on what the Selectboard thinks should be implemented upgrades to the road and at whose expense.  Jeff Sayers believes Batten Road meets the standards of any road in town.  After reviewing the traffic study documents all members of the Selectboard questioned and commented.  Some items discussed were obtaining an independent review by a professional engineer, erosion control, use of flat or interlocking blocks to stabilize the bank, and buying and installing guardrails on the road.  Paul Hannan noted these issues are directly attributable to increase in traffic by this proposed development.  The Selectboard agreed to have Anne Winchester summarize a memo to the DRB that Dot Naylor will present at Wednesday night’s meeting.  Steve Duke and Jeff Sayers agreed to push back the 60-day deadline for the Selectboard to respond to the DRB request for another 30 days.


Status of Peck Hill Road Curb Cut – Paul Hannan reported no curb cut would be necessary because the applicant has decided to come out the original curb cut.  No further action is necessary.


Selectboard Financial Reporting Expectations – The Selectboard reviewed the quarterly report as presented by Eva Morse, Treasurer.  Nedene Martin spoke to the VLCT and reported in fact only the Selectboard can move funds between categories within the budget.  Discussion ensued.  Eva will be giving the Selectboard another report to review at the end of May with only one more month before the end of the fiscal year.  Nedene Martin agreed it is fine to see how it comes out this year but feels the Selectboard needs to take the authority it has to move funds between categories.  Nedene is very concerned about the principle.  Jim Barlow, VLCT, does not have a sample “spending policy” which could help clarify this issue.  The Selectboard agreed we are headed in the right direction.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways – This annual report gives the State AOT an idea of what the Town is proposing to do with State Highway Funds for 7/1/07-6/30/08.  Anne Winchester made a motion to approve the plan as presented with one amendment to add Lightening Ridge Road under Location & Description of Major Projects and forward to Ernie Englehardt at the Agency of Transportation.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

FEMA Grant for Storm Damage – Paul Hannan reported and the Selectboard agreed no action is necessary with regards to this item.

Liquor License Application – The Selectboard reviewed an application from the Adamant Co-op Store for renewal of the beer/wine permit.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the permit as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Remaining Vacancies for Town Positions – The Selectboard discussed the four vacancies:

1. Alternate delegate to Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

2. Planning Commission member

3. Development Review Board member (unexpired term of Rick Purchase expires in 2009)

4. Alternate delegate to Development Review Board (unexpired term of Stephanie Kaplan expires in 2009)

Curtis Pond Dam Update – John Brabant reported Morris Root would get the final report on the Earthen Dam Stonewall Rebuild Option to the Selectboard between July 1st and July 15, 2007.


Other Business:

· The Selectboard meetings return to the Calais Town Hall beginning May 14, 2007.

· The Selectboard reviewed a draft letter to town appointees.  The Selectboard agreed the letter was fine as written and authorized Nedene Martin to sign them and send them on behalf of the Selectboard.

· The Selectboard reviewed a draft letter to groups requesting taxpayer funding at Town Meeting.  The Selectboard agreed on mild revisions that Nedene would make.

· Kayia Korb, Calais Elementary School Principal, wrote a letter expressing some School Board confusion regarding details in the minutes of the Annual School Meeting and the process for approval of those minutes.  Kayia is requesting a Selectboard member along with the School Meeting Moderator, Conrad Smith, review the notes of the meeting.  The Selectboard discussed the matter and agreed that although some Selectboard members attended the School Meeting, no Selectboard members took notes of the meeting, therefore would not feel comfortable doing a review.  The Selectboard will recommend Kayia Korb appoint a Selectboard member (prior to Town Meeting) to review next year’s annual meeting minutes.

· John Brabant presented the Selectboard a DRAFT Application for Permit to Erect a Fence, Wall, Sign or plant Ornamental Tree or Shrub within the Town Highway Right-of-Way, pertaining to the Town Ordinance Adopted 4/27/1987.   The Selectboard will review the document and take action at the next meeting.

· Rose Pelchuck has completed approved revisions to the Zoning Regulations and discussed the number of copies to print and for whom (Town Clerk, Zoning Administrator, DRB, Planning Commission, Selectboard, etc.).  The printed copies will be ready soon.

· Bob Cutler has been hired as the newest member of the Calais Road Crew.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive 

Session with the Zoning Administrator for the purpose of discussing zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan noted they discussed ongoing legal matters.


Tentative Agenda for May 14th Meeting

· Schedule joint meeting with the School Board

· Discussion of growth in Calais with Noelle MacKay, E.D. Vermont Forum on Sprawl

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 10:02pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary


