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SELECTBOARD MEETING

June 27, 2005








  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan and about eight other townspeople.  Absent: Rose Pelchuck was absent due to a family emergency.

Actions:


Approval of Selectboard minutes for June 13, 2005 – Action was postponed to the next meeting because Selectboard Secretary, Rose Pelchuck, was not able to attend.  Dot Naylor was asked to take minutes of this meeting.


Woodbury Volunteer Fire Department Contract – Steve Freihofner presented the Selectboard with two proposed contracts for fire service in town.  The first for $14,486.00 was configured the usual way and based on last year’s operating expenses; the second for $13,192.00 was based on a new proposal, which averaged the cost of the last 3 years operating expenses.  Paul Hannan made a motion to accept the second contract for $13,192 .00.  Nedene Martin seconded the motion and complimented the Woodbury Fire Department for meeting a prior request by the SB to try and even out the annual request.  The motion was voted on and carried 5-0.  Steve and Paul then explained that the W.F.D. has applied for a USDA grant for $13,500 towards a new $90,000 tanker truck and would like a letter of community support for the application.  Cy Lamberton made a motion that the Chair formulate and sign such a letter on behalf of the Selectboard.  Paul Hannan seconded the motion; it was voted on and carried 5-0.


Reappointment of Road Commissioner and Highway Personnel Salaries for 2005-06 - Cy Lamberton made a motion to reappoint Don Singleton for another year as Road Commissioner.  Paul Hannan seconded the motion; it was voted on and carried 5-0.  Don allowed how he’d “give it a whirl for another year.”  Bob Withey complimented the road crew especially over the last few incidents of inclement weather.  Paul Hannan made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss road crew salaries.  Cy Lamberton seconded the motion; it was voted on and carried 5-0.  When the SB returned, Nedene Martin made a motion to come out of Executive Session. Paul Hannan seconded the motion; it was voted on and carried 5-0.  No action was taken as the road crew had just learned about a new retirement arrangement and they wanted to consider that before any new salaries were proposed.


Report on Green Up Day – Fletcher Dean, Calais Green Up Day Coordinator, reported he does not know the exact tonnage collected this year, but the bill for the trash taken to the landfill was $188.00.  He also said about 130 more tires than ever were collected. The town added some of those they collect regularly along the roads in order to fill two town trucks with tires – at $2.00 per tire that was a total of $400.00 for tires.  CVSWD District gives each town a $250 grant for Green-Up Day and the Calais budget has $250.00 in it for Green-Up expenses.  Next year we have budgeted $500.00.  Fletcher said he thought the level of participation seems to remain constant at about 80 official Green-Uppers and many others who pick up around their homes unofficially.  He also praised the town road crew for their help with the town trucks.   The roll-off bin was filled with metal scrap.  Fletcher said he publicizes Green-Up at Town Meeting, through press releases and posters.  The school cleans up the school grounds.  Most of the activity naturally centers around the Re-Cycle Depot on Moscow Woods Road with complimentary cups of coffee from the East Calais General Store and ice cream cones.  Dick Rouelle offered to find a way to make Adamant and Maple Corner more of a gathering place for Green-Up festivities next year.  Some suggestions were to ask people who wanted to get rid of their own tires to pay the $2.00 charge the town must pay.  It was noted that some high school students are trying to work out tire deposit legislation.  Bob Withey extended the town’s appreciation to Fletcher for carrying on the responsibility of Green-Up Day Coordinator over so many years.


Sewer Application Fees – Toby Talbot, Calais Sewerage Officer, explained the various septic permits.  A minor permit is to fix a pipe between the building and the septic tank or to replace a septic tank.  Any work beyond the septic tank requires an engineer.  That then requires a Construction Permit and after that a Disposal Permit.  Each of those cost $25.00, but anyone expecting to build or improve a system will need both since one depends on the other.  Toby would like the SB to clarify exactly what needs a permit and how much it will be, and he would like to be paid something for his time and perhaps mileage.  As of 2007, the state will take over the duties of the sewerage officers in most small Vermont towns, but perhaps he could act as a sewerage ombudsman for Calais citizens to help them connect with the right people on the State level.


Approve Letter and Warrant for Unlicensed Dogs - First Eva Morse sends a letter to people who have not registered their dogs.  Then she calls them.  Then she sends a signed warrant to the constable to impound the dog.  The SB is asked annually to approve these warrants.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve a warrant to Fred Bushway, Constable, dated June 27th and to be mailed to him no sooner than July 21, 2005. Heather Shouldice seconded the motion; it was voted on and carried 5-0.


Review communication with Morris Root – study request on Curtis Pond Dam - Paul Hannan presented a series of correspondence between Bob Finucane, State Dam Safety Engineer, and himself establishing the mechanism for Morris Root to be paid $3,000.00 from state monies set aside for the Curtis Pond Dam.  


  Draft Letter to Verizon re: Removal of Poles - Paul Hannan presented the Selectboard a letter he drafted to Verizon concerning phone wires left on old power poles after the power lines have been moved to newer poles.  He will CC the Public Service Board and it was also suggested he CC Adelphia, as cable lines have also been left on old poles.  Nedene Martin made a motion to authorize Paul’s letter as written.  Heather Shouldice seconded the motion; it was voted on and carried 5-0.

Class 4 Road Gated - Paul Hannan reported there is a very old Class 4 road that goes from Worcester Road near Stevenson’s to Gary Schultz that is constantly being roped off.  He removes the impediment and it is later returned.  The SB has agreed to look into it, and Paul agreed to find out who, the landowner or a logger, is placing the gate/obstruction.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Other business:

· Marshfield Road Verizon update - Cy Lamberton called the engineer who said it would not be re-staked right away, as they have to go back to the drawing board.
· Thanks to Woodbury Road Department for assistance following the recent bad thunderstorm. Cy moved that a letter be sent to the Woodbury SB thanking their road crew for its assistance during some particularly damaging storms recently.  Paul Hannan seconded the motion; it was voted on and carried 5-0.
· Zoning Administrator update – Heather Shouldice made a motion to go into Executive Session. Paul Hannan seconded the motion; it was voted on and carried 5-0.  Heather made a motion to come back into regular session.  Cy Lamberton seconded the motion; it was voted on and carried 5-0.  
· Communities Working Together – Nedene and Paul attended the most recent meeting.  They discussed bulk purchases, especially fuel purchases.  

· Upcoming Reappraisal – Calais cannot get the reappraisal needed to meet state regulations until 2007. Someone asked if the Listers might be trained to do it, but they are too busy as it is.  Since we have an appointment to get the reappraisal done and we have the money set aside by the state for that purpose, we will not be subject to any additional penalties by the state.  Cy made a motion to sign the contract for the 2007 reappraisal.  Heather seconded the motion; it was voted on and carried 5-0.

Tentative Agenda Items for the July 11th Meeting

· Charging a fee for copies of the Zoning Regulations

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Dorothy Naylor

