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SELECTBOARD MEETING

May 30, 2006






                             7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dick Rouelle, Dot Naylor, Barbara Noordsij, David Blythe, Coleen Krauss, Wayne Morse, Chester Harvey, Jack Russell, Don Singleton, Jr. and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Denise Wheeler.

Actions:


Approval of the April 24th Meeting Minutes – on page 2, first line should read the new utility pipes will go under Kent Hill Road; page 3, Other Business, first bullet should read Robert Turner is the mapping person with whom we expect to contract.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of the April 25th Meeting Minutes – The attendance list should indicate Buffy Root is the School Board Chair, not Charlotte Hanna Bassage.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of the May 8th Meeting Minutes – page 1, paragraph six, Design Advisory Board, the second to the last sentence should read one position remains vacant and Denise Wheeler will contact Kurt Jansen.  Page 1, paragraph nine, ninth bullet should indicated John Brabant was assigned the task of contacting Morris Root Engineering for a firm engineering proposal for the stone rebuild dam.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Statement to Selectboard by Barbara Noordsij and Attorney re: Zoning Violation – David Blythe, attorney representing Barbara Noordsij, asked to speak to the Selectboard this evening to provide the perspective from Barbara’s point of view regarding the enforcement action pending in Environmental Court for a horse barn constructed on her property on the County Road.  Mr. Blythe outlined the timeline of events beginning about a year ago to the present.  Mr. Blythe has been in contact with the Joe McLean, the attorney representing the Town of Calais.


Status of Road Budget re: unanticipated repair to road grader – Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, provided an update on the status of the road grader with transmission problems.  The grader is still in the repair shop at Caterpillar.  Don stated the paving project in East Calais would begin next week.  After securing the hillside on Moscow Woods Road with 110 large concrete blocks to form a retaining wall, he would like to reopen the road to two-way traffic, including trucks.  The Selectboard discussed various weight restrictions for heavy trucks and decided to have Heather Shouldice look at the current Overweight Truck Permits issued to help determine an appropriate weight limit for the road.  For now, the current 10,000 pound weight restriction stands for a portion of Moscow Woods Road.

John Brabant stepped off the Selectboard for the following agenda item.


Request for Fence Permit in Town Right-of-Way and to Bury Utilities under Road – John Brabant requested permission to construct a seasonal picket fence four feet off the road on his property on Singleton Road.  The fence can be removed in the winter and if it remains, it will be at his own risk.  John is also requesting permission to run a water line under Singleton Road.  Don Singleton gave the go ahead as long as John puts up detour signs and guards the road as to not put the public in jeopardy.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve John Brabant’s request to excavate under Singleton Road six feet down for an electrical cable in 2-inch conduit pipe and to install a water line. The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Planning Commission Road Information Needs – Jack Russell, Planning Commission Chair, reported the Planning Commission in coordination with the Conservation Commission and DRB is gathering information and identifying criteria for a development potential and build out analysis program.  They are planning to apply for a grant to finance and contract with the CVRPC to complete the project.  Jack explained that as a town, we would then be better able to project where we need and want development and the supporting infrastructure.  The Planning Commission feels there is evidence to show we are not prepared to respond to growth in a proactive manner and have been in the reactive mode.  Jack went on to say in the next 20 years there is projected to be 200 new homes in Calais.  At first, the Planning Commission will look at community centers as models in East Calais and Maple Corner in hopes of determining how we can encourage people to build in community centers.  Roads are a primary driver of development potential and the Planning Commission would like to work with Don Singleton to get as much information about the roads in Town.  Don is receptive to talking with the Planning Commission members and will provide as much information as possible.  The Planning Commission is forming a Task Force to develop the planning tool to look at, develop criteria, and collect information.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to appoint John Brabant as the Selectboard representative to this Task Force.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


WEC Permit Application for Poles – The Selectboard reviewed the application for new poles on Random Road.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the permit application as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Abandoned Vehicles on Collar Hill Road – Nedene Martin provided a copy of the letter served to Helen Golon regarding two abandoned vehicles on her property in the Town Right-of-Way.  The vehicles have been removed and the Ms. Golon now wants to have the ability to park cars near her house on an old logging access.  The Selectboard discussed the matter.  Nedene Martin will review the Curb Cut Ordinance and go back to see what Ms. Golon would need to do in order to use the logging access for a curb cut and report back to the Selectboard.


Curtis Pond Dam Update – John Brabant provided a proposal from Root Engineering dated May 30, 2006 detailing the scope of the design of a reconstruction of the existing stone wall-earth fill dam in the amount of $13,000.00.  John encouraged the Selectboard to act quickly so that we have a basis for comparison to the concrete dam as proposed by Dubois & King Engineering.  Nedene Martin made a motion to accept this proposal from Root Engineering dated May 30, 2006 and to move ahead with a contract.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Parcel Mapping Update – Dot Naylor provided the Selectboard with a quote on the cost to update the Calais parcel maps from RJ Turner Company, a company involved in tax mapping and GIS for over 15 years.  The total fee for all services outlined in the contract is $5,500.00 and will be taken up for action at the next regular meeting.


Other Business
a) Constable identification cards and/or badges have been done.

b) American Red Cross Contract – Paul Hannan reported the Town has an old contract for emergency shelter services dating back to 1991.  Heather Shouldice gave the Calais School survey information to Paul and he will forward the completed survey to the Red Cross.  Paul will get a new updated contract.

c) Next meeting update – The Selectboard decided to ask the Conservation Commission to attend and provide an update on what they have been working on.

d) In light of the fact Barbara Noordsij came before the Selectboard earlier this evening to share her perspective, John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss the pending zoning enforcement action.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Nedene Martin made a motion to resume Regular Session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan reported the Selectboard discussed the enforcement action.  The Town’s attorney suggested having one contact person for the purposes of communicating between the Selectboard and himself.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to nominate Paul Hannan as the Selectboard contact person.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

e) The Selectboard has received notice that Susan Weber is willing to serve on the Historic Preservation Commission and Kurt Jansen on the Design Advisory Committee.  These potential appointees in faith will be ratified at the next regular meeting.

Tentative Agenda Items for June 12th Meeting (beginning at 7:00pm)

· Joint meeting of the East Montpelier and Calais Selectboards at 7:30pm
· Parcel Mapping Contract – RJ Turner Company
· Town Appointments
· Update from the Conservation Commission
· Janet Ancel
· Curtis Pond Dam Update – Morris Root Engineering
· Curb Cut Ordinance interpretation on Collar Hill Road property
· Potential new site for recycling depot on Route 14 – review letter to AOT re: property
Heather Shouldice made a motion to adjourn at 10:00pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
