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SELECTBOARD MEETING

August 8, 2005







                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Bob Withey, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Cy Lamberton, Paul Hannan, Peter Harvey, Dick Rouelle, Tim Dungan-Levant, Maurice Pearsons, Dot Naylor, Wayne Morse, Wayne R. Whitelock and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the July 25th Meeting Minutes – tabled until next meeting.


Speeding Issue on Peck Hill Road – Tim Dungan-Levant and Maurice Pearsons came before the Selectboard tonight to report speeding vehicles on Peck Hill Road and to discuss the safety issue it presents.  Tim went on to describe some stretches of the road are narrower than others and with limited visibility; people in the area are genuinely concerned for their safety.  Tim wondered if the speed limit could be lowered to 25 or 30 mph.  Tim reported currently there is no speed limit signs on Peck Hill Road.  The Selectboard will check with the Road Commissioner’s list of roads that have posted speed limits, find out more history on that road and will further discuss this situation and take appropriate action.  Bob Withey expressed thanks to Tim and Maurice for coming tonight to express their concern.


Kent Museum Grant Application - Wayne Whitelock presented a draft letter of support from the Historic Preservation Commission to submit with an application for an enhancement grant to the Department of Transportation for the Kent Museum, specifically for installation of handicapped accessible restrooms and the associated septic, access and utilities associated with these restrooms at the Kents Corner site.  The 20% matching grant has already been appropriated by the State.  Paul Hannan made a motion to endorse this grant application for this project at the Kent Museum.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Purchase of Zoning Permit Posters – Dot Naylor, Zoning Administrator, provided the Selectboard with a sample “Calais Permit Notice” poster.  Dot recommends purchasing 200 copies that cost $0.52 each.  A poster is required by the State regulations and Town regulations.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the purchase of 200 posters (8 ½” x 11” size).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-1, with Paul Hannan voting against the motion.  Dot will put the posters up.  In a related matter, the Selectboard agreed to allow Dot Naylor, in her capacity as Zoning Administrator, to use her own judgment to make copies at Minuteman Press, which is cheaper than on the copier in the Town Office.


Resignation of E-911 Coordinator – Rick DeWolfe has verbally expressed his desire to resign as the E-911 Coordinator due to time constraints from his engineering business.  In the absence of a resignation letter, Bob Withey, Chair, relayed Rick’s desire to resign to the Selectboard.  Donna Fitch, former E-911 Coordinator, has graciously helped with the last four E-911 address requests.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to accept Rick DeWolfe’s resignation as E-911 Coordinator when he submits a letter stating the like.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  This vacancy will be posted in the usual areas around Town and on the Town’s website.  The deadline for letters of interest is September 7, 2005.


Approval of State Loan Application – On Town Meeting Day, the voters approved the purchase of a used excavator and trailer up to $45,000.00.  The Town has secured a low interest loan from the State for $33,750.00, which is 75% of the full amount.  The excavator is a Caterpillar with 3000 hours on it.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the contract with the State for a 2% interest loan and direct the Chair to sign it.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Approval of Payment for Historic Preservation Consultant - Peter Harvey, Chair of the Calais Historic Preservation Commission, updated the Selectboard on the work of John Johnson, Historic Preservation Consultant, hired to update the Kents Corners Historic District listed on the National Register, including the Kents Corner – Old West Church Design Control District.  Peter reported that John Johnson’s work will be done by August 30th and is requesting approval of payment for half the contracted amount, $2,500.00.  The contract includes a final report and for Mr. Johnson to attend one public hearing.  Peter stated he was very happy with the work provided thus far.  Nedene Martin made a motion to pay John Johnson $2,500.00 for the work completed.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Posting Zoning Permits on Town of Calais Website – Nedene Martin reported on the option of posting approved zoning permits on the Town’s website.  Heather Shouldice made a motion for inclusion of approved zoning permits and DRB applications on a dedicated web page that can be accessed by Dot Naylor, Zoning Administrator, using a private password.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Other Business – The Selectboard reviewed the budget expenditures ending 6/30/05 (not yet audited).  Bob Withey noted in general the highway budget went a little over budget due to unexpected thunderstorm costs in June and not receiving money promised from the Better Backroads Program for culvert/ditching work near Curtis Pond.  The Selectboard budget ends the year a little on the plus side; therefore, overall the town budget ends the year in the black by about $1800.00.  

Paul Hannan inquired into the length of terms for alternate appointments to the DRB at the Vermont League of Cities and Towns.  From the information provided, there is no indication that the DRB cannot use the current alternates, even though a term limit was not specified for some alternates.  It was suggested that the Selectboard notify the alternates.  The League also provided a model policy titled “Development Review Board Alternate Member Use Policy” which Bob will forward to Chuck Storrow.  Paul will contact Tina Bielenberg, Stephanie Kaplan and Jim Clark.

Nedene Martin reported the annual payment to register the domain name on the Internet is now due.  Rose Pelchuck provided Bob Withey the bill for $125.00 that has to be paid by credit card.  Bob will put this on the next agenda.  Nedene Martin reported she has received requests from groups in town to post information on the Town’s website.  Nedene has some proposed language changes to the Website Policy which would allow those organizations to have their information on the Town’s website.  This also will be on the next meeting’s agenda.

Wayne Whitelock, President of the Vermont State Police Community Advisory Board and representative from Calais, reported the board has been very active lately.  Wayne noted the primary mode of communication to local citizens from the Vermont State Police (VSP) is through the Selectboard.  Wayne noted with the new Neighborhood Watch groups contacting the VSP directly, there is the potential for a shift in this primary communication mode.  A solution for the Selectboard to consider when make reappointments to the VSP Community Advisory Board, is to appoint someone active in the town’s Neighborhood Watch group. The board welcomes three or more representatives (from the eighteen towns in central Vermont covered by the Middlesex barracks) to the VSP Community Advisory Board. 

Dot Naylor reported the speed limit sign on Collar Hill Road has been knocked down.

Paul Hannan researched the history of TH 8 since he has encountered an obstruction on the road several times.  With considerable help from the Vermont Agency of Transportation, Paul was able to review maps dating back to 1931 that show the 1.6 miles of TH 8.  Based on this research, the Selectboard agreed TH 8 should not be blocked off.  Paul will now discuss this matter with the people in that area.

Cy Lamberton reported that the Central Vermont Solid Waste District is going ahead with their plan to put up a gate at the trash/recycle center on Moscow Woods Road.


Tentative Agenda Items for the August 29th Meeting

· Alternates to the DRB

· Annual Website Domain Name Payment

· Website Policy language change

Nedene Martin made a motion to adjourn at 8:45pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

