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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

August 13, 2007






             
  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Margaret Bowen, Dana Huoppi, Steve Freihofner and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: John Brabant

Actions:


Approval of the July 9th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made one correction.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Approval of the July 30th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made some corrections.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


DRB Appointments – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss appointments to the Development Review Board.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Anne Winchester made a motion to resume Regular Session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint Bob Shaffer to fill the unexpired term of Rick Purchase (expires 2009) on the DRB and to appoint Toby Talbot to fill the unexpired alternate position term of Stephanie Kaplan (expires 2009).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Class 4 Roads Maintenance Discussion – In December 1996, the Town adopted a Class 4 Road Policy.  Tonight the Selectboard discussed routine maintenance of these roads and how the Road Commissioner keeps track of what is done on these roads.  The Selectboard agreed to have John Brabant and Anne Winchester contact Don Singleton to see if Don has a list of Class 4 roads in Town and how he keeps track of what maintenance is done on them.  Further discussion will be forthcoming.


Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance – Anne Winchester distributed a proposed “Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance” for the Selectboard to review and discuss.  Attached to the proposed ordinance was the present ordinance adopted in April 1987, Curb Cut Ordinance adopted in September 2004 with accompanying documents (application for Access & Right of Way Permit, Notice of Approval to Proceed Permit to Construct Access and Access & Right of Way Permit).  After much discussion, the Selectboard decided to discuss this further at the September 10, 2007 meeting.


Woodbury Volunteer Fire Department Contract – Dana Huoppi, Chief, and Steve Freihofner presented the contract for fire protection services for the 2007-08 fiscal year for $12,810.00.  Calais pays one-third of the three-year average of the operating budget in quarterly installments; Woodbury pays two-thirds.  Anne Winchester made a motion to accept the contract as written for fire protection services with the Woodbury Fire Department.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Other Business

· Denise Wheeler volunteered to look into FEMA grant money for the Town and make a few phone calls.  The bridge on Pekin Brook Road has been evaluated by AOT officials for hydro studies but not for structural studies.  The July 11, 2007 flood caused damage resulting in about $10,000.00 worth of gravel expense throughout the Town.  Denise will check with Don Singleton about expenses related to the April 2007 flood event.

· Dog incident in East Calais – Paul Hannan reported Calais Animal Control Officer, Fred Bushway, investigated a report of a dog roaming in East Calais village and was bit by the dog.  The Animal Control Officer has reason to believe the dog is unlicensed.  The Second Constable also investigated at which time the occupants of a nearby home refused to present any dog registration papers.  Fred Bushway checked with Eva Morse to see if the dog is registered and she will write the people a letter.  Nedene Martin offered to make some calls to see where the dog can be impounded if necessary.  Anne Winchester will review the State Statute (Title 20).  Further research and investigation is pending.

· Sayers/Duke Subdivision – Just prior to the meeting this evening, Paul Hannan received a call from Jeff Sayers regarding the independent engineer’s evaluation of the traffic study documents from John Thetford, Engineer.  Jeff Sayers had heard that the Agency of Transportation would do an independent evaluation at no cost.  Peg Bowen, DRB Chair, brought the Selectboard up to speed on where the subdivision plans currently rest with the DRB.  Paul Hannan recapped what the Selectboard is looking for from the independent engineer.  “We wanted a second opinion to see if the recommendations are adequate,” Paul said, referring to the recommendations made by John Thetford for what you should do to the road for that amount of traffic.  Specifically, the independent engineer needs to look at soil types, guardrails and slopes among other things.  The AOT will do a site visit on August 15th at 8:00am with a focus on the needs of the Town.  Denise Wheeler will contact John Brabant to see if he is available to attend that site visit.

· Denise Wheeler is still researching the municipal retirement plan options.

· Rose Pelchuck will call Cy Lamberton to see about getting the Traffic Calming Device in Town.

· Dot Naylor inquired about getting the roadside mowing done due to poor visibility especially in Maple Corner.

· Nedene Martin wondered if Town Constables have enforcement authority on bodies of water in Town.  The Selectboard agreed to have Nedene research the topic.

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Nedene Martin made a motion to go into Executive Session in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) with the Zoning Administrator for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0 (one member was indisposed at the time of the vote).  Paul Hannan noted they have no report on the ongoing legal enforcement issues.

Tentative Agenda for August 27th Meeting

· Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:38pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

