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SELECTBOARD MEETING

September 11, 2006







  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Melanie Kehne, Theresa Kehne, Greg Pelchuck and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the August 28th Meeting Minutes – The page 2 header also appears on page 1.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the minutes as written with the one correction of the page 2 header.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Nedene Martin abstained from the vote.


Calais Buildout Grant Application – Melanie Kehne, representing the Planning Commission, informed the Selectboard of the intent of the Planning Commission to apply for a $9,000.00 municipal planning grant for a buildout analysis from the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission (CVRPC).  This computer analysis program has the ability to project out what the town could look like in 10-15 years based on the zoning regulations, town plan, current roads, other infrastructure, natural resources such as wetlands and wildlife habitat and put the information in an accessible, easy-to-view GIS map format.  Plainfield and Middlesex have recently initiated the analysis.  The Town would have to pay one-third of the cost, which is then reimbursed after the project is completed.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to authorize the Calais Planning Commission to work with CVRPC to apply for this municipal planning grant in the amount of $9,000.00.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to adopt a resolution for a municipal planning grant in conjunction with the above motion.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


East Montpelier Fire Department Contract – Greg Pelchuck, EMFD President, presented the Selectboard with a proposed contract for fire service in town.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the EMFD annual fire protection contract for the fiscal year July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan noted this contract backs up the funds already approved in the budgets.


Edie Miller’s e-mail re: EMFD initiative – Paul Hannan read an e-mail he received from Edie Miller, East Montpelier Selectboard Chair, regarding the architect and civil engineering contracts and property ownership issue for a new fire station.  Paul noted the e-mail to be informational and no action was taken regarding the letter.


Curb Cut Permit Application – The Selectboard discussed final sign-off on the Access & Right-of-way Permit from Chad Scribner for the Chapin Road development.  Nedene Martin made a motion to issue final permit approval on this curb cut.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

The Selectboard reviewed an Application for Access & Right-of-Way Permit from Nathan Temple on Luce Road.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the Permit to Construct Access with the following conditions: 1) the access must not have more than a 3% grade for the first 20 feet, 2) applicant must install a 15” culvert at the access, 3) applicant must remove brush on the East Calais end of the road access to improve sight distance, and 4) applicant must maintain roadway trimming of brush regularly to maintain necessary sight distance.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

The Selectboard reviewed an Application for Access & Right-of-Way Permit from Helen Golon on Collar Hill Road.  Discussed ensued for some time about right-of-ways, snow removal ordinance and the access/egress of a true curb cut.  The Selectboard agreed to have John Brabant and Nedene Martin meet with Helen Golon.  John Brabant made a motion to table this curb cut application until the next meeting.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Speed Limits on Various Roads in Town – The Selectboard continued discussion of speed limits and speeding in Town.  Specific discussion centered on the County Road, Maple Corner area, Moscow Woods Road and Route 14.  The Selectboard would need to propose an ordinance change, have a public hearing, make adjustments and come up with a new ordinance.  Heather Shouldice graciously volunteered to look into changing the existing ordinance to specifically change the speed limit on Moscow Woods Road and moving the speed limit 25mph signs closer to the Maple Corner Store on the County Road and West County Road.


Curtis Pond Dam Update – The Warning is done for the Special Town Meeting on October 2, 2006.  The Selectboard needs to formulate the questions for the proposed Australian ballot.  John and Denise are working on this item.


Other Business

· The Selectboard discussed weather or not to meet on Columbus Day, October 9th.  The Selectboard agreed to keep the original meeting date.

· Dot Naylor, Zoning Administrator, noted the availability of a municipal planning grant until May 2007.  Paul Hannan reminded Dot that we do not want to jeopardize any of the same funds the Planning Commission is trying to obtain (see second action item above).

· Denise Wheeler reported she is a member of the Board at The Health Center in Plainfield and they are in the middle of a capital campaign for a major expansion project.  The Health Center is applying for a grant and is looking for a letter of support of their efforts signed by the Selectboard.  John Brabant made a motion to sign a letter of support as part of the grant application for The Health Center in Plainfield.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

· The Selectboard briefly discussed Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. issues (land clearing, moving poles, etc.) on Heather Shouldice’s property on Moscow Woods Road.

Tentative Agenda Items for the September 25th Meeting

· Continue discussion with Adamant residents re: right-of-way & road maintenance policies
· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day
· Curb Cut on Collar Hill Road – Helen Golon property
· Red Cross Survey – Toby Talbot
Meeting reminder: a Special Town Meeting will be held Monday, October 2, 2006 at 7:oopm at the Town Hall to discuss Australian ballot questions relating to the Curtis Pond Dam.

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:10pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
