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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

February 26, 2007





               7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Heather Shouldice, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, John Brabant, Toby Talbot, Dot Naylor, Ben Naylor, Reed Cherington, Scott Bassage, Anne Winchester, Olivia Gay and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Paul Hannan

Actions:


Approval of the January 29th Meeting Minutes – Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-1.  Heather Shouldice abstained from the vote.


Approval of the February 12th Meeting Minutes – Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-1.  Nedene Martin abstained from the vote.


Expressions of Gratitude for Heather Shouldice, Vice Chair – The Selectboard members presented Heather Shouldice with a gift and expressed sincere gratitude to her as she presided over her last regular Selectboard meeting.  Heather responded by saying her time serving was enjoyable and she will miss the friendship of the people she has worked with during her tenure on the Board. 

PUBLIC HEARING


Heather Shouldice, Vice Chair, opened the public hearing at 7:12pm for the purpose of discussing Town indebtedness relative to a proposed new fire station and East Montpelier bonding for such and the formation of an interlocal agreement between the two towns and the East Montpelier Fire Department.  Toby Talbot, EMFD Treasurer and Building Committee member, spoke on behalf of the department and answered questions of those in attendance.  The public hearing was formally closed at 7:42pm.


Maple Corner Community Center Grant Application & Letter of Support – Olivia Gay came before the Selectboard to ask for a letter of recognition to be included with an application for a Creative Economy Project.  The project helps look at cultural endeavors and arts in the community.  The letter of recognition would simply say the community is committed in doing this; no money is involved.  Olivia went on to say that going through the process is helpful but getting approved for the project is doubtful.  Nedene Martin made a motion to enthusiastically endorse the Creative Economy Project and authorize Denise Wheeler to sign the letter tomorrow on behalf of the Selectboard.  Olivia Gay will type up the letter.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Letter regarding Broadband Service in Calais – The Selectboard reviewed a second draft letter from the Planning Commission to State Representatives, Janet Ancel, Bill Doyle, Phil Scott and Ann Cummings, regarding the importance of high-speed internet service for all Calais residents and urging the State to do something about it.  The Selectboard discussed the second draft presented by John Brabant.  Scott Bassage said the intent of the Planning Commission is planning for economic development and economic sustainability.  The Board agreed upon other small changes to the letter.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to incorporate the agreed upon changes and authorize John Brabant to sign the letter on behalf of the Selectboard and mail it.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol. 


Update on Zoning Violations – Dot Naylor, Zoning Administrator, had nothing to report.


Other Business

· Dot Naylor raised the issue of the State dumping “road kill” on the State owned property near McCullough’s gravel pit.  Some disturbed neighbors have brought this to Dot’s attention and perhaps the Town Health Officer should investigate the matter.  The Selectboard agreed this should be a future agenda item in the spring after the snow melts.

· Last minute Town Meeting issues – Nedene Martin reported the committee that looks at the various social service organizations requesting Town funds has met and read the recommended changes.

· Annual AOT Certificate of Highway Mileage – As approved at the February 12, 2007 meeting, John Brabant met with Ernie Englehardt to complete and submit the annual AOT Certificate of Highway Mileage.  John provided completed copies to the Board that was filed on February 24, 2007.

· Nedene Martin reported the townspeople approved the transfer of funds at last Town Meeting Day to the Conservation Commission.  Recently the Conservation Commission noted a large increase in funds on their bank statement.  They asked Eva Morse, Treasurer, about it and were told the transfer took place in December due to a cash flow problem, not in the last fiscal year as voted on.  The Selectboard was not notified of any cash flow problem.

· Nedene Martin received a road complaint and asked what the protocol is to have it resolved with Don Singleton or bring it before the Selectboard.  This will be taken up at a future meeting.

· Recruiting for Town appointed position vacancies – a notice will be printed in the Times Argus after all Committee / Commission Chairs are asked what vacant positions they have and the list is formulated.

· Counting the ballots on Town Meeting Day – The Board of Civil Authority, of which all Selectboard members are members of, will be counting the ballots beginning after the polls close at 7:00pm on Town Meeting Day.

Tentative Agenda Items for the March 12th Meeting

· Post Town Meeting organizational meeting & Election of Officers, etc.
· Traffic Study on Sayers/Duke subdivision – John Brabant will report
· DRB Secretary position
Tentative Agenda Items for the March 26th Meeting

· Discuss protocol for resolving road issues with townspeople (grade level of roads vs. driveways)
John Brabant made a motion to adjourn at 7:50pm.  The motion was seconded by Heather Shouldice, voted on and carried 4-0.  Thanks again, Heather!

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
