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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

July 9, 2007






             
                7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Fred McCullough, Cy Lamberton, Gail Graham, Stephen Duke, Jeff Sayers, Bill Powell, Margaret R. Bowen, Toby Talbot, Rhonda Shippee, Jan Brough, Peter Brough, Alfred Larabee, Colin Seaman and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:

Approval of the June 11th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made some corrections.  Anne Winchester made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Approval of the June 25th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes.  Cy Lamberton noted the exact amount of the individual salaries for the Road Crew should be printed in the minutes.  The Selectboard noted the salary increases were approved back in January and went into effect July 1st.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

McCullough Crushing Surety/Escrow Agreement – John Brabant presented a draft document outlining suggested items that could be contained in any financial assurance instrument as a condition of the DRB’s permit for the McCullough Crushing Gravel Pit Project.  Fred McCullough expressed objection to the language allowing the Town to draw on the instrument upon the Selectboard’s determination that McCullough’s were in breach of its maintenance and/or closure and restoration obligations.  “How is the Selectboard qualified to make that determination?” Fred McCullough asked.  Paul Hannan agreed and said an independent engineer would make that determination.  Fred McCullough was satisfied with having an escrow account, perhaps for $50,000.00 as done for a similar pit in Georgia, Vermont.  The Selectboard agreed it would be up to the DRB to determine the escrow amount and phased in contributions to the escrow account would be acceptable.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the following conditions to be included in the permit issued by the DRB to McCullough Crushing, Inc. (if the DRB is so inclined to issue a permit):

· An escrow account, jointly owned by the Town of Calais/Selectboard and McCullough Crushing, Inc., will be opened, be an interest bearing account, and the interest accrued will be kept in the account to help offset inflationary changes.

· An independent engineer would make the determination that McCullough Crushing were in breach of its maintenance and/or closure and restoration obligations, thereby allowing the Town to draw on the instrument in whole or in part for reclamation purposes.

· The total amount of the escrow account needs to be sufficient to cover the cost of complete closure or restoration by a third party under the “worst case scenario” of McCullough’s abandoning operation and all responsibility for closure.

· Contributions to the escrow account by McCullough Crushing, Inc. may be phased in.

Furthermore, the motion authorized Denise Wheeler to detail the above conditions in a letter to the DRB, authorized Paul Hannan, Chair, to sign the letter and present the letter to the DRB at the scheduled meeting tomorrow night (July 10, 2007).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Sayers/Duke Subdivision Review of Traffic Impact Report by an Independent Engineer – Peg Bowen, Chair of the DRB, requests the Selectboard communicate via letter to the DRB (in order to have a documented paper trail) authorizing the DRB to hire an independent engineer to review the Traffic Impact Report for the proposed Sayers/Duke Subdivision noting the applicants will be responsible for the engineer’s cost.  The DRB will then forward copies to all interested parties.  Peg Bowen was concerned about setting a precedent by requiring the DRB to hire an independent engineer and having the applicants pay for it.  Paul Hannan responded by saying the Zoning Regulations allow for this independent review at the applicants expense and the Selectboard needs to be confident Batten Road can handle the potential increase in traffic from such a development. Denise Wheeler made a motion for John Brabant to draft a letter to the DRB advising the DRB to hire Geotechnical Engineer, Eric Goddard (including full name & address), noting the applicants assume the cost of the engineer and authorizing Paul Hannan to sign the letter and deliver it to the DRB meeting tomorrow (July 10, 2007).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Nedene Martin acknowledged the importance of writing a letter between boards instead of deferring to the applicants to make the contacts.  Paul Hannan agreed.


Request to Work on GAR Road, Class 4 Road – The Selectboard reviewed a letter from Cathy Silk, President, Woman’s Relief Corps #36, requesting permission to do maintenance work on GAR Road in North Calais.  The work will be done by G.M. Bowen Excavating Contractor, Inc. sometime in July and a certificate of insurance was provided.  Town employees with town equipment will not do any of the work.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the request as outlined in the letter dated June 20, 2007 from Cathy Silk for road maintenance on GAR Road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Interviews for DRB Vacancies – The Selectboard interviewed Toby Talbot for a vacancy on the DRB.  Toby has previously served on the Zoning Board of Adjustment, was the Sewage Officer until July 1st when the State took over local septic control and is willing to serve the Town on the DRB.  Peg Bowen stated the meetings are on Tuesday nights and occasionally Thursday nights.  Toby responded by saying his first commitment is to the East Montpelier Fire Department, which meets every Tuesday, therefore he would be willing to serve as an alternate to the DRB.  Bob Shaffer was not in attendance this evening to be interviewed.


Changes to FEMA Flood Plain Maps – The Selectboard discussed the revised Flood Plain Maps from FEMA and the upcoming public hearing on July 25, 2007 at 1:00pm and 7:00pm.  Rhonda Shippee explained there is a Flood Bylaws Overlay District in the Zoning Regulations.  The Regional Planning Commission recommends towns compare these new maps with the old maps and notify residents of any changes.  There will be a 90-day appeal period after the hearing (factual appeal Dot Naylor noted).  Paul Hannan entrusted Rhonda Shippee with the FEMA Flood Plain Maps and accompanying information to present to the Planning Commission, which meets tomorrow night.  It was agreed, if there were any major changes, Rhonda would notify the Selectboard who will in turn notify the affected residents.  


Lease between the Town and CVSWMD for Recycling Depot – The Selectboard reviewed the draft lease between the Town of Calais and the CVSWMD for the recycling depot on Town-owned property on Moscow Woods Road.  Bill Powell, Calais Rep to CVSWMD, explained the lease term would be five years.  The AOT land on Route 14 near McCullough’s Pit has been found by the State to contain some good material; therefore, the State is in no hurry to give it to the Town for a recycling center.  That site can be kept in mind for sometime in the future Bill Powell reported.  The Selectboard will have the draft lease reviewed by an attorney.  Paul Hannan urged Bill Powell to communicate to the District “we are moving forward on this lease issue”.  Hearing no objection, Paul will call Phil White, Esq. to review the draft lease.  If Phil White cannot do it, Paul Hannan will get a suitable replacement.


Washington County Sheriff’s Department Contract – The Selectboard reviewed the Law Enforcement Contract between the Town of Calais and Washington County Sheriff’s Department for $2,500.00 (about 100 hours a year).  We do get some reimbursement from tickets issued in Town.  Anne Winchester made a motion to contract with the Washington County Sheriff’s Department for law enforcement services, approximately two hours per week, for $2,5000.00 per year.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  


Set the Town Tax Rate – Eva Morse, Treasurer, calculated the Town tax rate to generate necessary funds for Town expenses.  $745,795.35 divided by the Grand List equals $0.44.  John Brabant made a motion to set the Town tax rate at $0.44 per $100.00 of assessed value.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  It was noted the Town did not receive grant money for gravel resurfacing of Pekin Brook Road and repaving Lightening Ridge Road from Route 14 to the school.


Applying “Pre-bate” Funds to Tax Bills – As noted at the last meeting, Eva Morse informed the Selectboard the one-time-only pre-bate funds cannot be applied to the second installment of the tax bill.  The two choices are apply the pre-bate equally to both tax payments or all to the first payment and the remainder (if any) to the second tax installment.  John Brabant made a motion to apply the pre-bate funds entirely to the first tax installment payment and any remaining funds to the second tax installment.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Remaining Vacancies for Town Positions – The Selectboard has one vacancy on the Planning Commission, one vacancy on the Development Review Board and one vacancy for an Alternate on the DRB.  Interested parties should contact any member of the Selectboard.


Other Business

· Roadside mowing – Don Singleton tried unsuccessfully to contact the person from Danville.  It was agreed to award the contract to Doug Grout for roadside mowing for this year.

· Camping on the island on Curtis Pond – it was reported that an outhouse is legal on the island.  The Selectboard discussed possible language for new signs for the island, including “thank you for helping to keep our island pristine”.

· John Brabant asked about mowing the Calais Recreation Swim Area.  Peter Harvey noted the Town has never done it; Davis Cherington historically has mowed it.  It was agreed a volunteer should mow it, perhaps a parent of a child in the swim program.  

Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session with the Zoning Administrator for the purpose of discussing zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  John Brabant made a motion to resume regular session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan noted they have no report on zoning issues.

Tentative Agenda for the July 30th Meeting

· Review and approve Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

· Incident Command Training for Selectboards (Federally mandated) – Toby Talbot

· Curtis Pond Dam Engineering Report from Morris Root

· Annual .GOV registration fee $125.00

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 10:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

