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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

February 12, 2007





               7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, John Brabant, Dot Naylor, Peter Harvey, Chuck Storrow, Linda Workman, Janet Ancel and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the January 29th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting

Road Cut Access Permit – The Selectboard reviewed the application from Connie & Alan Faircloth for a curb cut on Hayden Road (Class 4 road).  Discussion ensued.  Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, inspected the area and made the following recommendations: 

1. The applicant must install a 15-inch diameter culvert at the driveway entrance.

2. The access must have no more than a 3% grade for the first 20 feet.

3. The applicant must agree to sign and abide by the Class 4 Highway Agreement.

Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the curb cut application with the above three conditions.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

The Selectboard discussed the difficulty finding some proposed curb cuts to inspect based on the information in the application and attached sketch.  The use of some uniform flagging such as surveyor’s tape was discussed.  The application does note the proposed access site must be flagged before the application will be considered.  The Selectboard agreed to ask Eva Morse, Town Clerk, to stress the importance of clear markings at proposed curb cut sites with all applicants and to review the thoroughness of the application such as including accurate distances from nearby roads in order for Selectboard members to inspect the area prior to voting on the application.


Annual AOT Certificate of Highway Mileage – Paul Hannan reported the annual report for highway mileage is due by February 20, 2007.  Since the Town is awaiting the State approval of reclassifying a portion of Lightening Ridge Road from a Class 3 to a Class 2 road, the Selectboard cannot sign off on the report this evening.  The report from last year reveals 18.120 miles of Class 2 roads and 55.090 miles of Class 3 roads.  Paul Hannan requested John Brabant meet with Ernie Englehardt, District 6 Engineer, to complete and submit the report accordingly.  John Brabant made a motion to authorize John Brabant to meet with Ernie Englehardt to complete the form.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Letter regarding Broadband Service in Calais – The Selectboard reviewed a draft letter from the Calais Broadband Committee to State Representative, Janet Ancel, regarding the importance of high-speed internet service for all Calais residents and urging the State to do something about it.  The Selectboard discussed the draft letter and agreed it was not to their liking.  The Selectboard agreed to have John Brabant talk to Scott Bassage and Rhonda Shippee urging them to draft another letter for the Selectboard to review that is less exclusive of what kind of high speed internet service Calais needs.


Discussion with State Representative, Janet Ancel (D), Calais, Plainfield and Marshfield – The Selectboard welcomed Janet Ancel, Calais resident, to the meeting this evening.  Janet expressed her desire to meet with the Selectboard a couple of times per year to check in on the issues.  This year Janet Ancel is Chair of the Education Committee in the legislature.  The committee is looking at school costs/expenditures and hearing lots of testimony.  The Speaker of the House recently urged the committee to come up with a bill for consideration.  Janet noted the “governance question” is a big question. Should local school boards be consolidated; should school districts be reconfigured; will it provide better education to the students; will there be cost savings and flexibility?   The Education Committee is looking at these very issues.  Possibly special education services can be consolidated to share expertise and resources Janet noted.  Janet posed the question to the Selectboard, “If you think property taxes are an unsustainable burden, what do you suggest we do?”  Janet was very clear the committee is not looking at closing schools unless the town wants it closed.  In closing, the Selectboard thanked Janet for the opportunity to discuss the issues tonight.


Assignments for Town Meeting Articles / Budget – The Selectboard reviewed the articles in the Warning and decided who would speak to the respective articles.  Paul Hannan reminded everyone that the Australian ballot articles cannot be discussed on the floor at Town Meeting.  The Moderator, Gus Seelig, will also remind everyone at the beginning of the meeting.


Other Business
· Chuck Storrow, DRB Chair, was present this evening to notify the Selectboard Linda Workman, a new Calais resident, is interested in the DRB Secretary position.  The position has been open for many years and members of the DRB have been taking the meeting minutes, although it does impede their ability to fully participate in the action of the board Chuck reported.  Linda Workman is a former longtime Marshfield resident, served as Marshfield Town Clerk, and has experience on boards taking meeting minutes and the like.  Chuck reported the DRB meets about 20 times per year, with 3-4 hours of work per meeting.  The Town budget has $1,000.00 for a DRB Secretary’s compensation.  Heather Shouldice noted the position is viewed as a stipend position, not an employee of the Town and regardless of the number hours; the stipend would be $1,000.00.  The Selectboard was very enthusiastic that someone with experience is interested in the position.  Chuck Storrow will look for the DRB Secretary job description he wrote and get it to Paul Hannan.  Action on this will be taken up at the next meeting.

· Peter Harvey, Planning Commission member, presented the Selectboard with a large map of Calais with parts of some roads highlighted in red.  This map was developed as part of the Build Out Analysis the Planning Commission is working on.  The Selectboard should look at these red flagged parts of roads closely before approving curb cuts in those areas.  The Planning Commission is just considering this at present.  Peter noted the three federally classified roads in Town: County Road, Worcester Road and Route 14.  The map will be kept in the Town Office.

· A press release was read about a meeting on February 21, 2007 at 6:00pm for a 5-year vision of the Winooski watershed area.

· A reminder that the next EMFD informational meeting will be Thursday, February 15, 2007 at 7:00pm at the Calais Elementary School about the proposed new fire station.

· Since Paul Hannan, Selectboard Chair, will be absent at the next regular meeting, Paul expressed his most sincere gratitude to Heather Shouldice, Selectboard Vice Chair, for her years of terrific service on the Calais Selectboard.  All those in attendance echoed Paul’s sentiment.  

THANK YOU HEATHER FOR A JOB VERY WELL DONE!!!!

Tentative Agenda for the February 26th Meeting

· Public hearing on Town indebtedness relative to East Montpelier bonding for a new fire station and the interlocal agreement between Calais, East Montpelier and the East Montpelier Fire Department
· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day
· DRB Secretary appointment, Linda Workman
· Effusive expressions of gratitude for Heather Shouldice at her last regular Selectboard meeting
Heather Shouldice made a motion to adjourn at 9:20pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
