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SELECTBOARD MEETING

December 11, 2006







  7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Scott Bassage, Anne Winchester, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Alfred Larrabee and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the November 6th Public Hearing Minutes – On the attendance list, line two, add Doug Brasch.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  (John Brabant arrived after the vote.)


Approval of the November 13th Meeting Minutes – Paragraph two, line one, change Martin Hahn’s title to Director of the Kellogg-Hubbard Library.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0-2.  John Brabant and Denise Wheeler abstained from the vote.


Approval of the November 27th Meeting Minutes – Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  John Brabant abstained from the vote.


Public Hearing on Proposed Changes to the Zoning Bylaws – On behalf of the Planning Commission, Anne Winchester presented the 2006-2007 Recommended Changes to Zoning document dated September 19, 2006 and reviewed the changes for those present.  The Zoning Administrator, Dot Naylor, presented some editorial changes.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the proposed changes in both documents as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Annual Authorization to use some roads for snowmobiles – Jason Fielder from Mountain Tamers Snowmobile Club and Calais resident presented the Selectboard with the same list from last year for permission to use parts of town roads for snowmobiles.  Heather Shouldice discussed this with Don Singleton and Don is satisfied with the list as presented.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the list as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Employee Health Insurance Coverage for 2007 – Heather Shouldice discussed the two proposals before the town in order to provide health care coverage for our five employees for 2007.  The Vermont League of Cities and Towns Trust has decided to switch from BlueCross/BlueShield to CIGNA Insurance.  The biggest difference between the two plans is the co-pay increases from $10.00 to $20.00 and the deductible on prescriptions change.  CIGNA is giving a few other enhancements.  Heather went on to explain, if the town leaves the VLCT Trust and goes out on our own and into a risk pool, the town can’t get back into the VLCT Trust Plan for two years.  Numerous towns have decided to stay with the Trust, thereby switching to CIGNA.  Only Barre and Bennington so far are staying with BC/BS.  John Brabant made a motion for the Town/Selectboard to endorse moving from BC/BS plan to CIGNA plan offered by the VLCT Trust, request that a CIGNA representative come to town to outline the plan and authorize Chairman Hannan to sign the contract with Eva Morse, Town Clerk and Treasurer, on behalf of the Town.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Nedene Martin expressed appreciation to Heather Shouldice for researching the details of this matter and for presenting it tonight.


Finalize CVSWMD letter to Bill Powell – John Brabant incorporated the Selectboard suggestions as well as the notes from Heather and Nedene’s visit to the recycle depot a few weeks ago.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the letter as written and forward it to Bill Powell via e-mail.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Increase in Disabled Veteran’s Property Valuation Exemption – Nedene Martin reported towns could legally reduce the amount of a disabled veteran’s property value.  More research needs to be done and the matter will be taken up in January.


WEC Pole Installation Permit Request – The Selectboard reviewed an application from WEC to install a pole for service on the West County Road for Tara Gita.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the permit request as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Historic Preservation Commission Grant Application – The Selectboard reviewed the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation Certified Local Government FY 2007 Grant Application to be used for the Calais Design Review Guidelines Publication as presented by Peter Harvey.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the grant application as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Other Business

· Report on status of Lightening Ridge Road upgrade – John Brabant will get in touch with Ernie Englehardt and give him a copy of the minutes which reflect the Selectboard and townspeople approval to upgrade a portion of the road from Class 3 to Class 2.  John also will get the dollar amount the Town needs to contribute to the paving project for budget purposes.
· Holiday meeting schedule – As posted on the agenda and duly warned, there will not be a Selectboard meeting on December 26th unless some pressing matter emerges.  Usual Town business will be taken up at the January 8, 2007 regular meeting to be held at the Calais Elementary School.
· January 2007 Meeting Schedule – Paul Hannan provided the tentative dates for budget discussions as follows and noted the Selectboard needs to be very careful with budget increases.
January 8th – Highway budget
January 15th – Selectboard budget (including EMFD)

January 22nd and/or January 29th – Outside agencies, Selectboard report, warning articles, other items

· On-call road crew driver – Heather Shouldice reported one person has been interviewed for the position.  Alfred Larrabee, Road Crew Employee, encouraged the Selectboard to have more than one person in case the other person they hire is not available on a specific weekend.
· Curtis Pond Dam Update – John Brabant reported he spoke to Steve Bushman recently.  Steve said the State inspects the Curtis Pond Dam every month and the State’s level of concern continues to be high.  Paul Hannan spoke to Paul Gillies, Esq. and Paul Gillies spoke Jeff Fothergill’s attorney who wholeheartedly believes his opinion of relinquishing ownership of the dam was done correctly.  Paul Gillies said someone would have to hire a genealogist to determine and serve all the hires at a cost of about $4-6,000.00.  The Selectboard agreed to have all the information necessary regarding the stonewall rebuild option from Morris Root Engineering.  John Brabant and Denise Wheeler will work together on a letter outlining the results of the advisory vote in November, which provided no clear message from the voters, the legal disagreement regarding dam ownership and have information published in the annual Town report.  

· John Brabant received a phone call from a logger working on Peter Brough’s property.  The Road Commissioner notified the person that he is not allowed to go over the bridge in East Calais due to posted weight restrictions.  The logger does not have an overweight permit from the Town.  Don Singleton plans to talk directly to this person this evening.

· Nedene Martin received an e-mail from Kaiya Korb, Calais Elementary School Principal, about the process for paying the propane bill at the school.  The Selectboard discussed the process in place.  Nedene Martin made a motion to notify Eva Morse, Town Clerk and Treasurer, the Town is the client for propane purchases, the Town will pay the bill, and the Calais Elementary School will reimburse the Town for the expense.  The school also agrees to be billed and pay half the maintenance cost for the emergency generator at the school, except for when the generator has to be used for emergency services.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

· Nedene Martin has contacted the residents who usually review the social service organization requests prior to Town Meeting Day.  Gus Sielig inquired if the amount the committee recommends be appropriated could be printed in the Town Report.

Tentative Agenda Items for January 8, 2007

· Calais Highway Budget for 2007-08
· Calais and East Montpelier interlocal agreement for fire protection services
Heather Shouldice made a motion to adjourn at 9:45pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
