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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
November 26, 2007






  7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Jason Fielder and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Paul Hannan

Actions:


Vice Chair, Denise Wheeler, called the meeting to Order.


Approval of the November 12th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made one change.  Anne Winchester made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard did not have the invoices and orders to review and tried to reach Eva Morse at home.  Other arrangements were discussed to review and sign the Orders during the week.  Denise Wheeler will call Eva at the Town Office tomorrow.  Nedene Martin brought up the issue of writing a check for interest and principal but only showing the interest on the Orders.  It was explained this was to not show big fluctuations in the Selectboard budget.  Denise will bring this to Paul Hannan’s attention.

Annual Authorization Request for Plowed Highways to be used by Snowmobiles – Jason Fielder from Mountain Tamers Snowmobile Club and Calais resident presented the Selectboard with the same list from last year for permission to use parts of town roads for snowmobiles from December 15th to April 15th.  Also attached to Jason’s letter is a map of the trails in Calais and Woodbury.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the list as presented with two deletions as follows: (5) Part of Town Highway No. 12 leading from Woodbury town line southerly to the Camp Road leading to the outlet of Nelson Pond (for access only for Lawson’s) and (7) Town Highway 48 (Singleton Road) from Pekin Brook Road to the intersection of the Adamant Road (for access only for Singleton’s).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Conflict of Interest Policy – Denise Wheeler is still working on this.  Further discussion and possible action will continue at the next meeting.

EMFD Interlocal Agreement – The Selectboard discussed entering into an Interlocal Agreement with the Town of East Montpelier and the East Montpelier Fire Department.  A Draft document was prepared by J. Paul Giuliani, Esq. on behalf of EMFD and distributed December 18, 2006.  Copies were provided for the Selectboard.  At the Joint Selectboard Meeting with EMFD on November 14, 2007, Tom Brazier, East Montpelier Selectboard Chair, spoke about a revision to the Draft Interlocal Agreement that contains a paragraph about co-locating the new fire station with a new town office.  This was new information to the Calais Selectboard and attempts at finding the revised document thus far have been unsuccessful.  Robin Hall, E.M. Town Administrator, agreed to contact Edie Miller, former E.M. Selectboard Chair, to find this revised Interlocal Agreement.  Nedene will contact Robin Hall to suggest contacting Bruce Bjourland, East Montpelier Attorney, for the document.  Denise Wheeler will refer the matter to Paul Hannan to contact Tom Brazier.


Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Application, Permit to Construct & Permit Revisions – The Selectboard reviewed the proposed changes as presented by Anne Winchester.  Anne outlined the changes and proposed new language.  It has become clear that the Curb Cut Ordinance and corresponding application and permits should be separate and distinct from the Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance and corresponding documents.  Anne Winchester agreed to separate out the above in order to simplify and provide clarity to the process.

Various Brief Updates:

- John Brabant will call Morris Root for the final report on the Curtis Pond Dam Stone Rebuild option.

- FEMA Pre-disaster mitigation grant application - letter of intent was sent and Denise Wheeler has been notified that dams are not eligible for grants in this program.

- North Calais woodshed – Michael Fullerton measured the distance from the centerline of the road to his woodshed and Denise Wheeler reported the distance to be 24 feet, 2 inches.  No Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Permit is needed in this instance.

- Changes to Zoning Bylaws – Anne Winchester believed the Selectboard received the proposed changes to the Zoning Bylaws effective October 29, 2007 at which time the 120 days clock is running.  The Selectboard discussed this and agreed the Planning Commission has not given the Proposed Changes to the Selectboard, therefore the clock is not running yet.  Jack Russell will be asked to attend the next Selectboard meeting to formally present the Proposed Changes to the Zoning Bylaws.


Other Business:

· Vacancy on Conservation Commission – Nedene Martin will ask Josh Larkin and Denise Wheeler will ask Jason Fielder if they would be interested in serving.
· VT Trails & Greenways request for $30.00 – The Selectboard reviewed the letter requesting a donation from the Town.  Nedene Martin will call them to explain the process for fund requests from outside organizations.  Incidentally, Nedene wrote them a letter last year detailing the process, which they must have overlooked.
· At the last meeting, the bids were opened for the old town truck.  Joe Perreault who bid $6,700.00 for the truck is no longer interested; therefore, the truck will be offered to the second highest bidder.  Route 302 Motors, Thomas E. Stacy, in East Barre bid $4,401.00 has been notified and Don Singleton is waiting for a return call to finalize the sale.

· John Brabant is interested in hearing from Cloud Alliance regarding broadband service in Calais, specifically how the technology works.  Scott Bassage and Rhonda Shippee should be able to provide more details since they were on the Calais Broadband Committee.

· Selectboard Meeting date change – The Selectboard agreed to change the date of the second regular meeting in December to Thursday, December 27, 2007 at 7pm at the Calais Elementary School due to the Christmas holiday.

· EMFD Survey Questions – Rose reminded the Selectboard the deadline for questions for a survey to townspeople in Calais and East Montpelier to gauge public opinion about the failed bond vote is December 19th.  The Selectboard will work on them after the meeting adjourns tonight.

· Calais Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the results of the “Build Out Analysis” on Tuesday, December 4, 2007 at 7:00pm at the school.

Tentative Agenda for December 10th Meeting

· Appointment of new Calais Forest Fire Warden by ANR – Greg Pelchuck
· Conflict of Interest Policy
· EMFD Interlocal Agreement and EMFD Survey Questions
· Animal Nuisance Control Ordinance revisions
· Proposed Changes to the Zoning Bylaws by Planning Commission – Jack Russell
John Brabant made a motion to adjourn at 8:45pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
