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SELECTBOARD MEETING

April 24, 2006






                                          7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Nedene Martin, Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dick Rouelle, Dot Naylor, Toby Talbot, Dale Schaft, Donna Fitch, Steve Cusick, Michelle Hudson, Vincent Blaisdell, David Schutz, Ruth Porter, Bill Porter, Don Singleton and Rose Pelchuck.

Heather Shouldice was absent.

Actions:


Approval of the April 10th Meeting Minutes – On page 2, paragraph 10, Plan to Fill Remaining Vacancies of Town Offices change to Plan to Make Appointments to Town Offices; change last two words in first sentence to read need appointments instead of remain vacant.  On page 1, paragraph 2, Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. Pole Permits, strike the language “and have a member of the Selectboard look at the location” in both motions made by Heather Shouldice.  On page 1, paragraph 4, Annual Financial Plan for Town Highways, the second sentence should read as follows: Paul Hannan gave John Brabant and Heather Shouldice the form and asked them to develop, with the Road Commissioner, a best estimate of what the Town plans to spend on various classes of roads this year (7/1/06 to 6/30/07).  On page 3, paragraph 5, Other Business, change Paul Hannan to Heather Shouldice in the second to the last line.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Discuss the Sewage Officer Position- Toby Talbot, Sewerage Officer, explained to the Selectboard the process for obtaining permits, as cited in the Sewerage Ordinance, which outlines what you need to do and when a permit is required.  Toby described the difference between a construction/disposal use permit and a minor permit, as well as the fee schedule.  A list of approved sewage permits is posted in the Town Clerk’s Office.  Effective July 1, 2007, the State of Vermont takes over issuing sewage permits unless the Town has an agreement with the State to continue our Sewerage Ordinance.  Toby recommends the Zoning Regulations be changed to reflect all references to Town Sewage Permits to refer to the State process for obtaining a permit.  Toby will ask Eva Morse to put the list of approved Sewage Permits in the Selectboard packet.


Appointments to Unfilled Committees and Positions 

Town Sewerage Officer – John Brabant made a motion to appoint Toby Talbot, incumbent, as Town Sewerage Officer.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.    

Alternate Delegate to CVRPC – John Brabant made a motion to appoint Rick DeWolfe, incumbent.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Fire Warden (5 year term) and Weigher of Coal – Nedene Martin made a motion to appoint Mike Garand for these two positions.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

E-911 Coordinator – Nedene Martin made a motion to appoint John McCullough, incumbent.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Conservation Commission – John Brabant made a motion to appoint Steve Cusick to a four-year term (expires 2010).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Two positions remain unfilled.  Town Service Officer and one position on the Historic Preservation Commission.


Public Hearing on AOT Enhancements Grant for Kent Museum – David Schutz introduced Vince Blaisdell, State of Vermont Department of Buildings and General Services Project Manager.  The purpose of the $190,000.00 grant is to install public restrooms, make the museum handicap accessible and provide the traveling public with accommodations.  The design plan for sewage systems and water wells was reviewed.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to authorize the State Department of Buildings and General Services to work with Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, to install new utility pipes under the Old West Church Road for the Kent Museum.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  On behalf of the Selectboard, Paul Hannan expressed sincere appreciation to David Schutz for the grant work and continued support for the Kent Museum.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Annual Town Highway Spending Plan – Don Singleton reported he plans two major resurfacing projects for a total of 4.30 miles (3.3 miles on West County Road and 1.0 mile on Dugar Brook Road).  The total amount for the annual town highway spending plan is $491, 779.00.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the Road Commissioner’s budget and submit it to the Agency of Transportation.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Curb Cut Permit – The Selectboard reviewed the Application for Access & Right of Way Permit from Michelle Hudson for access on Balentine Road.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the Permit to Construct Access with the following conditions: the applicant must install a 15” culvert, cut brush on lower side of access to improve visibility and the access can not have more than a 3% grade for the first twenty feet where it meets the road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Discuss & Develop Procedure for Closing Out Old Curb Cut Permits – The Selectboard and Don Singleton, Road Commissioner, discussed the current process of tracking curb cut applications from beginning to end.  Obtaining the access permit is a three-step process:

1. Application for Access & Right of Way Permit – reviewed by Selectboard and Road Commissioner; discussed at a Selectboard meeting and specific directions, restrictions and/or conditions are made.

2. Notice of Approval to Proceed Permit to Construct Access – this spells out any conditions to the applicant and allows the access to be constructed, is signed by the Selectboard members and Road Commissioner, and is valid for one year if not completed.

3. Access & Right of Way Permit – The Road Commissioner determines all conditions, restrictions and specifications have been met, the Final Permit Approval is issued, signed by the Selectboard, Road Commissioner and permanently filed in town records.

Don Singleton recommends having three wall holders installed at the Town Office for the three different permits as outlined above.  The Selectboard agreed this was a good way of keeping track of the 3-step process.

Abandoned Vehicles on Collar Hill Road – Nedene Martin drafted a letter to Helen Golon, which the Selectboard reviewed.  The Town Ordinance from 1987 specifically bans any obstruction within 24 feet of the centerline of a town highway.  Denise Wheeler made a motion for Nedene Martin to revise the draft letter citing the ordinance and authorized Nedene Martin to give the letter to the Second Constable, Wilson Hughes, to deliver to Helen Golon.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Zoning Enforcement Action – John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a pending zoning enforcement action.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume Regular Session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Paul Hannan reported the Selectboard and Zoning Administrator discussed an enforcement action and has nothing further to report.


Reappraisal Agreement – The Selectboard reviewed the Reappraisal Agreement from APAS, LLC for the completion of a reappraisal of all real property in the Town of Calais beginning in July 2006 for completion in 2007 for the total cost of $49,000.00.  This firm also performed our last Town reappraisal.  John Brabant made a motion to contract with APAS, LLC for a Town Reappraisal as detailed in the agreement.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


WEC Pole Location Application – The Selectboard reviewed the application from WEC for work on East Hill Road.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the application with the condition WEC gets all the wires transferred and the old poles removed within 12 months of WEC pole relocation project.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Design Review Committee By-Laws Change – The term limit of members on the Design Review Committee are outlined in a document “Kents Corner-Old West Church Historic District Adopted April 4, 1989, Design Control District Guideline by Calais Planning Commission & Calais Design Review Board”.  The Selectboard again discussed how to remedy the dilemma of term limits for members of the Design Review Committee.  Dot Naylor, Zoning Administrator, found on page 69 of the Zoning Regulations, Section 8.4 (A) 3) Design Advisory Board members are appointed by the Selectboard for terms determined by the Selectboard.  The Zoning Regulations supercede all previous town documents.  This will be taken up for action at the next meeting.


Other Business 

· Dot Naylor reported on the parcel mapping update.  Robert Turner is the mapping person at the CVRPC.  David Healy, town resident and Cartographer, is assisting in the project and Dot hopes to have something to review (contract) at the next meeting.  

· Nedene Martin showed the Selectboard different forms of identification the Second Constable, Wilson Hughes, uses in his position.  Nedene will share this information with Fred Bushway, First Constable.  

· Noelle MacKay, Executive Director of Vermont Forum on Sprawl, will host a meeting on how to think about developing in growth centers.  Town committee members (Selectboard, DRB, Planning Commission and Conservation Commission) will be notified of the meeting if they would like to attend.

· Peter Harvey and the Selectboard discussed recent e-mail correspondence.  Paul Hannan clarified his position on e-mail and cannot invite any more e-mail.  Nedene Martin does not want any e-mail correspondence at all from Peter Harvey.

· Dot Naylor asked if any Selectboard members are on rodent control duty.  John Brabant promptly responded and disposed of the dead animal outside.

Tentative Agenda for the May 8th Meeting

· Discuss rotating committee/appointee updates at SB meetings

· Appointments to unfilled committees and positions

· Parcel mapping update

· ID badges for Constables

· E-mail protocol

· Grants and private funding for Town Hall with Donna Fitch

Reminder: A joint meeting of the Calais Selectboard and School Board will be held on April 25, 2006 at 6:00pm at the elementary school.

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 10:10pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

