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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved
January 21, 2008






             7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Anne Winchester, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Lois Franks, Doug Lilley, Bill Davis, Steve Franks, Greg Pelchuck and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: John Brabant

Actions:

Approval of the January 14th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Other Business – Discussion continued this evening relating to tax stabilization for two farms and if the farmers have enrolled in the State’s Current Use Program.  Nedene Martin contacted Lois Franks and Doug Lilley and asked them to come to the meeting tonight.  Neither farm is enrolled in the State’s Current Use Program.  Paul Hannan gave a brief explanation of the local tax relief these farmers presently receive from the Town and the program administered by the State of Vermont.  In summary, Doug Lilley was adamantly opposed to signing up for any state program.  Lois Franks and her son, Steve Franks, would like another year of tax stabilization from the Town while they check into the Current Use Program.  Nedene Martin made a motion to place an article on the Warning to see if the Town will vote to continue its tax stabilization program for farmers for a period not to exceed one year.  The program exempts taxes on 2/3rds of a farm property except for the house and two acres of land and presently has Franks Farm and Lilley Hill Farm still enrolled.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0. 

Review Proposed Selectboard Budget FY 2008-09 - The Selectboard continued to review the proposed Selectboard and Highway budget for the next fiscal year.  The Selectboard reviewed and approved the text of the articles on the Warning.  The Selectboard again discussed the type of truck and pricing a 10-wheeler tandem as compared with a 6-wheeler truck.  Greg Pelchuck presented a trucking cost and price comparison of a 6-wheeler truck vs. a 10-wheeler tandem truck.  Don Singleton discussed this earlier in the day with both Greg and Anne Winchester.  Don agreed with going for the larger truck.  Overall, the larger truck can haul nearly double the amount of material (12-14 yards vs. 7 yards), which means fewer trips and less time, bringing sand and gravel into Town.  A 10-wheeler has a much greater resale or trade in value in five years.  Several area towns use tandems in their highway department.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to place an article on the Town Warning to purchase a new 10-wheeler truck at a cost of $150,000.00 to be paid over five years.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Other Warning articles:

· Approximately $6,000.00 for a concrete slab on the Pekin Brook Road Bridge.  This amount is the town’s share (20%) and the State grant, if received, will pick up the remainder (80%)

· $3,333.00 to paint the exterior and roof of the EMFD fire station on Templeton Road (our share is 1/3 and East Montpelier’s share is 2/3) projected total cost $10,000.00

Paul Hannan inquired about the committee that reviews the requests from social service organizations requesting funds at Town Meeting.  Nedene Martin noted the committee would meet in February.  The Town has received a valid petition from the Adamant Co-op Store asking for a Warning article to obtain tax relief.


Other Business (continued) 

· Dot Naylor, Zoning Administrator, wanted to know if the Scribner’s ever paid the $3,000.00 to upgrade said portion of Chapin Road prior to lots #4 and #5 being sold.  It has been said the Scribner’s are moving to Colorado and Dot would like to get this detail clarified.

· Denise Wheeler spoke to Cynthia Webster regarding the State Municipal Retirement Plan.  Denise will follow up with Don Singleton and the Road Crew.  It does not appear any funds were earmarked in the highway budget for this plan.

· Greg Pelchuck asked if the Town would consider putting their winter sand out to bid since it will now have to come somewhere other than East Calais.  The Town has never had to do this but will consider it after discussing with Don Singleton.

Tentative Agenda for January 28th Meeting

· Public hearing on proposed changes to Zoning Bylaws as Warned
· Review and approve annual Selectboard Report text
· Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way Ordinance changes and possible adoption
· Curtis Pond Dam update
· Gates Salvage metal recycling bin
· Vacancy on the Conservation Commission
· Chapin Road development news
· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 8:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
