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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

March 26, 2007







7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, John Brabant, Anne Winchester, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Wilson Hughes, Emily Mackenzie, Muriel Bushway, Bill Powell, Sharon M. Winn Fannon and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions: 


Approval of the March 12th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and clarified which members would be the point person in specific areas.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Central Vermont Solid Waste Management District (CVSWMD) re: Illegal Burning Enforcement – Bill Powell, Town Delegate to the CVSWMD, reported the district would like the Town to respond to a survey on their website which basically says “Shall the Town implement a Town Ordinance to enforce illegal burning?”  There is a model on their website of an ordinance.  The Agency of Natural Resources required the District to more actively educate and assist member towns in adopting local ordinances so that illegal burning could be reduced more effectively.  Muriel Bushway, Town Health Officer, spoke about the documented hazards of illegal burning and distributed information.  Bill would like the Selectboard to respond to the survey.  Paul Hannan will put this on a future agenda in order for the Selectboard to formulate a response to the District by June 30, 2007.  John Brabant agreed to work with Bill Powell on this.


Appointments / Interviews for Town Offices, Boards and Commissions 
Development Review Board – 3 positions open

There are four people interested in serving on the DRB.  Paul Hannan, Selectboard Chair, and others noted the following areas the DRB needs to improve upon:

· Approving variances only when all the conditions as outlined in the State statute/regulations are met

· Use DRB Alternates in the process

· Willingness to engage outside consultants and bill to the applicant

· When a development necessitates public infrastructure, who pays?

· When a subdivision is proposed, see to it that the applicant comes before the DRB for an informal meeting to consider a Planned Residential Development (prior to any formal engineering design has taken place)

Sharon Winn Fannon, a resident of Tucker Road, is interested in serving on the DRB and was interviewed by the Selectboard this evening.  Sharon, an attorney with an interest in property law, finds this to be a fascinating opportunity to serve the Town and bring her attorney skills to the table.  The other candidates were not available to attend and will be interviewed at the April 9th meeting.

Second Constable – Wilson Hughes is seeking reappointment to this position and was present tonight.  He finds this to be an exciting job and would like to continue.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to reappoint Wilson Hughes as Second Constable.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Nedene Martin abstained from the vote.

Conservation Commission – 4 positions open

Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint Reed Cherington, Nick Emlen (both incumbents) and Curtis Johnson to four-year terms (expires in 2011).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The unexpired position held by Dillon Burns (expires in 2009) remains vacant.


The Selectboard put forth the following slate of candidates to serve one-year terms as follows:

Tree Warden – Peter Condaxis



Town Service Officer – Marianne Miller

Emergency Plan Coordinator – Toby Talbot

Sewage Officer – Toby Talbot

First Constable – Fred Bushway



Animal Control Officer – Fred Bushway

Delegate to CVSWMD – Bill Powell


Delegate to CVRPC – Rhonda Shippee

Inspector of Lumber – Greg Pelchuck

Planning Commission – 3 positions open

Scott Bassage (incumbent) appointed to a four-year term (expires 2011).  One four-year term remains open as well as the unexpired term (expires in 2010) of Anne Winchester who resigned because of her election to the Selectboard.

Design Advisory Board – 2 positions open

David Schutz (incumbent) appointed to a four-year term (expires 2011).  One position remains vacant.

Historic Preservation Commission – 2 positions open

David Schutz (incumbent) appointed to a three-year term (expires 2010).  One position remains vacant.

Anne Winchester made a motion to approve the above slate of candidates to the positions as indicated.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Selectboard Financial Reporting Expectations – Nedene Martin presented a document outlining her position and hope regarding more communication of financial matters between the Selectboard and the Treasurer.  Realizing the Town Treasurer, Eva Morse, does a huge amount of work keeping the finances accurate and up to date; it would be a lot of work to manually report all the numbers monthly to the Selectboard.  The Selectboard is offering to help develop a system to provide the information for their use.  Anne Winchester would like to see the income and expenditure revenue stream; using a wider spreadsheet might be helpful.  After some discussion, the Selectboard agreed to have Denise Wheeler and Paul Hannan meet with Eva to further discuss the issue.

Liquor License Applications – The Selectboard reviewed the following two applications: 

A) Maple Corner Store – renewal of the beer/wine permit

B) Farmhouse Café - renewal of beer/wine license application for indoor and outdoor liquor consumption

Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve both permit applications as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Revision of Peck Hill Road Curb Cut re: Bob Shaffer – Tabled until the next meeting.  Paul encouraged all Selectboard members to visit the site.


Other Business

· Update on Ancient Roads Project – Paul Hannan reported the Conservation Commission was originally charged with researching and inventorying the ancient roads in Town.  Since the Commission has a lot on their plate, another committee has been organized with Paul’s assistance to begin the project.  Marge Garfield and Erlene Leonard have agreed to work together on the project and recruit more members. According to Act 178, all Vermont towns should to do a comprehensive look at all roads, find the actual road widths, when the road was laid out and if it was ever discontinued.  At some point, the Selectboard should give this committee a “charge”.  

· Status on Sewage Permit Appeal – Dot Naylor presented photos and drawings of the Raymond Foster property to the Selectboard.  Nedene Martin has the letter informing Mr. Foster of the appeal.  A public hearing on the above appeal will be held at the regular Selectboard meeting on April 9, 2007 at 7:00 pm at the Calais Elementary School.

· Execute two AOT Grant Applications – The Selectboard reviewed two grant applications to fund the repaving of 1750’ of Lightening Ridge Road and improve/resurface Pekin Brook Road with 3” new gravel.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve both AOT Grant Applications as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  John Brabant will get them to Ernie Englehardt, District 6 Engineer, after checking to see that the applications are correct and revise if necessary.

· Duke / Sayers Subdivision Traffic Study will be taken up at the next meeting because copies of the study were not available.

· Website Policy – Nedene Martin was asked by the committee that reviews social service organization funding requests prior to Town Meeting if those organizations can have a link on the Town’s website.  The present website policy was distributed.  The committee would also like to revise the questionnaire they use.  No action was taken.

· Reminder that all dogs need to be licensed by April 1, 2007.

· Peter Harvey offered to make a copy of the Historic Preservation Commission requirements for appointments.

Tentative Agenda for the April 9th Meeting

· Other appointments to Town offices, positions and commissions

· State Police Community Advisory Board Update and Reappointments

· Curb Cut on Peck Hill Road – Bob Shaffer

· Public Hearing on Sewage Permit # 07-01 Appeal - Raymond Foster property

· Duke / Sayers Subdivision Traffic Study

Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 10:05pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

