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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
July 13, 2009






                                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Anne Winchester, Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Cy Lamberton, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Marge Garfield, Christopher Reed, Gail Graham, Coleen Krauss, Barbara Noordsij, Paul Hannan, Chris Miller and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of June 29th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard made two changes to the minutes as presented.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Anne Winchester abstained from the vote.

Set the Town Tax Rate – Eva Morse, Treasurer, calculated two tax rates to generate necessary funds for Town expenses.  After some discussion, the Selectboard agreed to a rate.  The Selectboard also reviewed the local abatement rate, which is what the town needs to raise since some entities have received tax abatements from the town.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to set the Town tax rate at $0.4420 and the local abatement rate of $0.0065 per $100.00 of assessed value for the fiscal year 2009-10 (budget that was approved by voters on Town Meeting Day).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  


Curtis Pond Water Testing – Scott Bassage made a motion to approve the request for payment for water analysis from Curtis Pond in the amount of $150.00.  This annual testing is done in conjunction with the Calais Swim Program.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Town Website Annual Renewal - Rose Pelchuck received the annual renewal notice for the .GOV domain name subscription for $125.00.  Scott Bassage made a motion to have Rose Pelchuck pay the .GOV domain name bill on her credit card for $125.00 and be reimbursed by the Town.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

End of the Fiscal Year 2008-09 in Review – The Selectboard reviewed the end of the year figures presented by Eva Morse, Treasurer.  The preliminary figures indicate there is $5,003.50 left in the budget with two outstanding bills, mapping project and legal fees.  The anticipated balance after those expenditures is $2,764.84.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to take the remaining Selectboard budget balance of $2,764.84 and write a check to the Ancient Roads account.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  The Highway Department ended the year in the black by about $22,000.00, which was applied to the last highway order and McCullough Crushing for sand and gravel.  The balance will go towards the July orders.

Washington County Sheriff’s Department Contract – The Selectboard reviewed the Law Enforcement Contract between the Town of Calais and Washington County Sheriff’s Department for July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010.  We do get some reimbursement from tickets issued in Town.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to contract with the Washington County Sheriff’s Department for law enforcement services, approximately two hours per week, for $2,500.00 per year.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  


Town Highway Right-of-Way Permit Application – The Selectboard reviewed the right-of-way permit application from Barbara Noordsij for an existing barn on TH 1, County Road that is partly within the town highway right-of-way.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the Access & Right of Way Permit for Barbara Noordsij on County Road for an existing barn that extends into the town highway right-of-way with the restriction and condition that the barn shall not be expanded in a way that increases the size of the structure within the town highway right-of-way.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Note: It was discovered the forms Eva Morse has been using were the old permit forms, not the revised forms that were changed two years ago.  Anne Winchester distributed the new forms again to the Selectboard members and will be sure these are put to use at the Town Office.

Calais Ancient Roads Team (CART) – Paul Hannan, licensed surveyor working on the project, and Marge Garfield, CART Chair, reported to the Selectboard fieldwork continues.  Four roads were worked on today Paul reported.  Marge Garfield provided a spreadsheet indicating where each ancient road (priority roads) is in the process.  Chris Reed and others have looked for CART information in the Town Office and have come up empty-handed.  Marge defended the idea that the files she works from are not ready for public viewing and kept at her home, where she now does the majority of her work.  According to VLCT, attorney Jim Barlow, the data collected by CART is public record and should be available for public viewing.  Paul Hannan said the data is in the public land records in the town’s vault.  A lengthy discussion ensued.  The Selectboard agreed to have 17 manila folders with two sets of copies of data on each priority ancient road kept in the Town Office.  One set of data will be stapled to the folder and the copy will be for public use to view and/or copy.  John Brabant and Denise Wheeler offered to assist Marge organizing these files.


The Selectboard agreed to hold a public informational meeting on Monday, September 21, 2009 at 7:00pm at the Town Hall about the Calais Ancient Roads Project.  The Selectboard also discussed passing an ordinance about ancient roads.  Anne Winchester will work on draft language for an ordinance.  It was noted the Planning Commission is not interested in working with CART in evaluating ancient roads at this time.  Anne Winchester expects Reed Cherington and the Trails Committee will be working with Marge on this project.  The CART grant funds have been exhausted and the town now has $2,764.84 towards the project (as previously mentioned).  Marge Garfield provided “Considerations in retaining vs. extinguishing a right-of-way” document to the Selectboard dated July 13, 2009 but was not discussed.

Zoning violations, appeals, litigation, etc. – Chris Miller came before the Selectboard requesting to discuss a legal matter in Executive Session.  John Brabant made a motion to go into Executive Session at 8:45pm with the Zoning Administrator, Dorothy Naylor, and Chris Miller in order for Chris Miller to provide a brief summary of his concern, at which time the Selectboard will decide to continue to meet in Executive Session or not.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

John Brabant made a motion to resume Regular Session at 9:35pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler reported Chris Miller brought a legal issue to the Selectboard, which the Selectboard is unable to solve.

Various Brief Updates

· John Brabant reported Morris Root has contacted Steve Bushman, State Dam Safety Engineer, to inform him that Morris plans to submit the necessary permit applications to the State by September 15, 2009.

· Cy Lamberton reported the Town would be receiving State Highway Grant funds to repave East Hill.  The town has two years to do the work and to come up with 20% of the project costs.

· East Montpelier Fire Department Emergency Services Facility – Scott Bassage made a motion to rescind the previously warned town revote to change the location of the new fire station that was warned for Tuesday, July 21, 2009.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  

· Chapin Road Development – the Selectboard has been notified the 4th lot of the Chad Scribner five-lot subdivision on Chapin Road has been sold but no building permit will be issued until such time as Mr. Scribner pays the outstanding debt to the Town in the amount of $3,000.00.

Calais Road Commissioner Hiring Process – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session at 9:40pm to discuss filling the vacant Road Foreman position.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume Regular Session at 10:04pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Anne Winchester reported the Selectboard will make someone an offer for the position and if and when it is public, the public will be notified.

Tentative Agenda for July 27th Meeting

· Town invoices and Orders of the Day




· Retaining wall in North Calais








· EMFD building update and Interlocal Agreement for Ambulance Service

· Historic Preservation Commission appointment

John Brabant made a motion to adjourn at 10:05pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck, Selectboard Secretary

