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SELECTBOARD MEETING

June 12, 2006






                             7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Heather Shouldice, Nedene Martin, Denise Wheeler, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Janet Ancel, John Audy, Jr., Rick DeWolfe, Greg Pelchuck, Toby Talbot, Jon Winston, Ty Rolland, Helen Johnke, David Parah, Bill George, Edie Miller, Steve Jermone, Tom Brazier, Don Welch and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Approval of the May 30th Meeting Minutes – on page 1, paragraph 4, Statement to Selectboard by Barbara Noordsij and Attorney re: Zoning Violation, add the Selectboard received documents from Mr. Blythe and are on file in the Town Clerk’s Office.  On page 1, paragraph 5, Status of Road Budget re: unanticipated repair to road grader, the second sentence should read the grader is just back from the repair shop and Don Singleton does not know the amount of the repair bill.  On page 1, paragraph 6, Request for Fence Permit in Town Right-of-Way and to Bury Utilities under Road, after the fourth sentence add, John asked to defer action on the fence and would draft an application for this fence and similar activities.  The last sentence in the same paragraph should indicate a vote count of 3-0-1, noting John Brabant abstained from the vote.  On page 2, paragraph 3, delete “the” from the fourth line down, third word in.  On page 2, paragraph 6, Other Business, c) at the end add “at the June 26th meeting”.  On page 3, e) the first sentence change Committee to Board and the second sentence refers to the appointees in good faith.  Nedene Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0-1.  Denise Wheeler abstained from the vote.


Post-session update with Representative Janet Ancel – Our legislative representative, Janet Ancel, provided a brief summary of the main issues the legislature took up this session.  Janet worked primarily on healthcare reform.  In an effort to simplify how the State adjusts property taxes, beginning next year eligible taxpayers will receive an actual deduction on their property tax bill instead of waiting for a prebate or rebate.  Janet noted there are big pressures on the state budget, especially funding Medicaid.  In response to a question from the floor, Janet stated raids on the education fund did not happen.  Janet encouraged the Selectboard members to call on her anytime.  Paul Hannan in turned thanked Janet for providing the update and for all her work on behalf of the Town.  

JOINT MEETING OF THE CALAIS AND EAST MONTPELIER SELECTBOARDS


Paul Hannan, Calais Selectboard Chair, welcomed the members of the East Montpelier Selectboard.  The purpose of the joint meeting tonight was to get an update from the East Montpelier Fire Department Facilities Steering Committee (FSC).  On behalf of the EMFD Facilities Steering Committee, longtime fire department member and former Fire Chief, Jon Winston, provided a detailed overview of the history and where EMFD hopes to go in the future with regards to a new fire station.  Assessments have been done on the Templeton Road Station and Route 14 Station and the evidence was clear where EMFD works and trains in not up to code or in compliance with NFPA and VOSHA standards.  Recent appointees to the Facilities Steering Committee have changed and it was decided to merge the EMFD Building Committee with the FSC.  Jon Winston applauded the efforts of both Selectboards to come together to address the EMFD facilities needs both in East Montpelier village and on Templeton Road.  Many questions need to be answered as we move along in the process:

· How do we fund the project?

· What role does Calais play as a funding source as Calais has done with the Woodbury Fire Dept.?

· From a real estate position, who owns what?

· How do we move forward with a new fire station?

· How do we address both facilities (Templeton Road and new fire station)?

· How does Calais fund a capital project out of the town boundaries?

Jon reported the FSC received 14 responses from the Request For Proposal invitation to bring the Templeton Road Station up to code and design a new fire station in East Montpelier village.  Seven firms were interviewed and the committee has narrowed it down to three finalists.  The Selectboards reviewed a proposed timeline that ends at Town Meeting Day 2007 for the townspeople to vote on a proposal.  John Audy, Jr., EMFD Fire Chief, reports the call volume is higher in East Montpelier than in Calais with a large portion of the calls along the Routes 2 and 14 corridors.  The Templeton Road station would remain a satellite station serving the County Road, Maple Corner, and North Calais areas.  John commended Mike Garrand and Don Singleton for working closely with EMFD during the winter months keeping the roads in good shape in the event of a call.  Jon Winston reported the FSC is still looking for a three-acre parcel of land in East Montpelier along the Routes 2 and 14 corridors and is in discussions with some landowners in that area.  The goal is to bring the fire department 40 to 50 years down the road.   Jon Winston encouraged both Selectboards to continue conversions about how this project will get funded.  Jon suggested the Vermont League of Cities & Towns might be able to assist with two towns sharing a resource  (Underhill and Jericho are one example).  Edie Miller told the FSC members they still need to make the case of not expanding the Templeton Road Station to serve both towns as the primary station and having a satellite station in the village.  Toby Talbot responded by saying the architects understand that is part of their mission, to create a package to sell to the townspeople / taxpayers in both towns. Jon Winston noted there are architectural, engineering and civil site issues at the Templeton Road Station that will be spelled out.  Edie Miller reminded the committee to look beyond bonding issues and to not expect to fund this all with public money.  John Audy is more than willing and able to look at potential funding sources but as Chief and running a volunteer fire department, there is no time for actual fundraising.  Ty Rolland informed the Selectboards the firefighters continue to train on Saturdays, meeting more and more requirements, making the department eligible for federal grants.  The most recent grant will be used for an air handling system in the Templeton Road Station.  The Selectboards would like a copy of the grant application EMFD submitted.  The two Selectboards agreed to meet again on August 7, 2006 at the East Montpelier Municipal Office.  Paul Hannan expressed very sincere thanks to the members of the East Montpelier Fire Department for the huge effort put forth helping all of us.


Appointments to Design Advisory Board and Historic Preservation Commission – Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint Kurt Jansen to a four-year term (expires 2010) to the Design Advisory Board and Susan Weber to a three-year term (expires 2009) to the Historic Preservation Commission.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Curtis Pond Dam Update – John Brabant provided the Selectboard with a contract from Root Engineering dated May 30, 2006, re: Curtis Pond Stone Dam Reconstruction Design, Permit, and Bid Assistance for the amount $13,000.00.  Nedene Martin made a motion to sign the contract with Root Engineering as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  John Brabant made a motion to authorize Paul Hannan, Chair, to sign the contract and note the Town is not the current owner of the property.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Parcel Mapping Update – Dot Naylor reported she has not heard back from RJ Turner Company.  This item will be deferred until the next meeting.

American Red Cross Contract – Paul Hannan reported the survey is done but he needs to get a new updated contract to sign.

Review Draft Letter to Agency of Transportation re: property on Route 14 – John Brabant presented a draft letter to Ernie Englehardt, Jr. from AOT regarding state owned land on Route 14 in East Calais adjacent to the McCullough gravel pit.  The letter requests some discussion about the possible sale or transfer of the property to the Town for use as a public solid waste recycling/transfer station.  The Selectboard discussed the text and made some changes.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to authorize John Brabant to sign the letter and send it.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Other Business

a) Nedene Martin reported her interpretation of the Curb Cut Ordinance in looking at the Helen Golon property on Collar Hill Road, would be that Ms. Golon would need to come before the Selectboard for a Curb Cut Permit.  Heather Shouldice made a motion to appoint Nedene Martin the point person for curb cut issues.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

b) The next committee/commission update will be from the Conservation Commission on June 26th.

c) Paul Hannan reported the bill from Southworth Milton for the grader transmission rebuild initially was $10,000.00 before the CAT dealership discounted it to $7,000.00.  The paving project in East Calais is complete and Don Singleton is concerned about the condition of the pavement on Lightening Ridge Road.  Paul Hannan requested the transportation point persons, John Brabant and Heather Shouldice, work with Don Singleton to research the process for changing a Class 3 road to a Class 2 road (making it eligible for state paving funds).  

d) Rose Pelchuck informed the Selectboard the recently revised Zoning Regulations (amended by Town vote on March 7, 2006) are available.  A CD is at the Town Clerk’s Office.  Rose noted she has not made any of the approved changes to the Calais Town Plan, which is under the Planning Commission’s domain.  Denise Wheeler will contact Jack Russell to be sure those changes get made to the Town Plan.

e) At the last meeting, the Selectboard discussed various weight restrictions for heavy trucks and decided to have Heather Shouldice look at the current Overweight Truck Permits issued to help determine an appropriate weight limit for Moscow Woods Road.  Heather reported the overweight truck permits issued in Town vary a great deal, going all the way up to 100,000 pounds.  The Selectboard agreed to have Heather discuss the situation with Cy Lamberton about possibly having the State engineers reassessing Moscow Woods Road before opening it up again to truck traffic and seeing if there are any grants available to help fund repairs.

f) Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss a Zoning Enforcement action with the Zoning Administrator.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.  Paul Hannan did not have anything to report.

Tentative Agenda for June 26th Meeting
· Conservation Commission Update – Michael Giamusso

· Town Hall restoration/renovation initiative – Donna Fitch

· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s orders of the day

· Washington County Sheriff Contract

· WEC pole permit application on Apple Hill Road

· Curb cut permit application on Dugar Brook Road

· Update on Moscow Woods Road

· Curtis Pond Dam Update

· Parcel Mapping – RJ Turner Company

· American Red Cross updated contract

· Cost of legal advice “attorney on retainer”

Heather Shouldice made a motion to adjourn at 9:45pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

