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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

May 26, 2008






                                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Cy Lamberton, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Ben Naylor, Jeremy Weiss, Tim Howe, Marge Garfield and Rose Pelchuck.
Actions:

Approval of the May 12th Meeting Minutes – The Selectboard reviewed the minutes and made a few changes.  Anne Winchester made a motion to approve the minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Appointments for Town Offices, Boards and Commissions:

Planning Commission – 1 position open

Jeremy Weiss appeared before the Selectboard to express interest in serving on the Planning Commission.  One four-year unexpired term remains open (expires in 2011).  Denise Wheeler made a motion to appoint Jeremy Weiss to this four-year unexpired term that expires in 2011.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 

5-0.


Calais Ancient Road Team (CART) Update – Marge Garfield, CART Chair, provided an update on the research phase of the project.  Town records from the 1780’s up to 1900 have been reviewed.  So far, about 50 anomaly roads (unidentified corridors) have been found.  During the process, a file has been made on every road in Town detailing the layout and road width.  The Vermont Legislature has extended the Phase 1 deadline to July 2010.  The Selectboard thanked Marge and all the CART volunteers for their work in this effort.


Curb Cut Access Permit Application – The Selectboard reviewed three applications as follows:

1. Tim Howe submitted a revised application for an access permit on East Hill Road.  The Selectboard reviewed the application and discussed the location.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the application with the following conditions: include a 20 foot flat entrance area on to East Hill Road with no more than a 3% grade and install a 30 foot long culvert, 15 inches in diameter at this location.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

2. Marilyn Turcotte submitted an application for an access permit on East Hill Road.  The Selectboard reviewed the application and discussed the location.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the application with the following conditions: cut brush to improve visibility and include a 20 foot approach on to East Hill Road with less than or equal to a 3% grade.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

3. Lisa Levangie submitted an application for an access permit on Bayne Comolli Road.  The Selectboard reviewed the application and discussed the location.  Denise Wheeler, a resident of Bayne Comolli Road and Selectboard member, went on the record stating, “This is not a great place for a curb cut.  I have no objection to them having a curb cut, just not in that location.” Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the application with the following conditions: the curb cut must be moved to the crest of the hill as agreed to with the Road Commissioner and no culvert is necessary.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-1.  Denise Wheeler voted against the motion due to the location.


Other Business

· Cy Lamberton made a motion to sign the Banknorth notes to borrow $290,000.00 in anticipation of taxes at 2.69% interest for FY 2009-10.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

· EMFD Interlocal Agreement Update – Rose Pelchuck reported the two changes requested by the East Montpelier Selectboard have been made and both Selectboards have copies of the revised document.  Denise Wheeler noted the words “Plan Act” should be changed to Law, which Rose will ask Paul Giuliani to change.  The last part that is not complete is Exhibit B, list of EMFD assets (referred to in #10 of the agreement).  The agreement should be ready for finalizing in the near future.  
· Capital West Dispatch Services – The Selectboard has been invited to attend a meeting to discuss the substantial increase in emergency dispatch services.  The meeting is on June 2, 2008 at 7:00pm at the Berlin Fire Department.  Denise Wheeler and Cy Lamberton plan to attend.  EMFD was notified in March 2008 of the 78% increase Capital West is instituting to the Capital Fire Mutual Aid District for dispatching services.
Various Brief Updates

· Curtis Pond Dam – no report
· Batten Road engineering bill – John Brabant will call Steve Duke to be sure he paid this outstanding bill.
· CVRPC High Risk Roads – Anne Winchester reported the Regional Planning Commission is trying to compile a list of high-risk roads and money is available to fix roads that have been identified as safety hazards.  The Town can add roads to the list; CVRPC will look at them and add our high-risk road to the final list that goes to the State AOT.  Dot Naylor suggested asking the Road Commissioner for his input.
· Anne Winchester contacted the VLCT to clarify the Selectboard participating in DRB hearings.  According to the League, there is no conflict of interest for the Selectboard to participate in DRB hearings to represent the town’s interest even though the Selectboard can enforce a violation.  The Selectboard needs to determine at what level do we want to participate in DRB hearings.  It was agreed Anne Winchester will try it for a little while and see how it goes.  The next DRB meeting is June 10, 2008 at 7:30pm.
· Roadside mowing – The Town received a quote for the annual roadside mowing for $4,800.00 from Calais resident, Doug Grout.  Doug has been providing this service for a number of years.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to hire Doug Grout for the annual roadside mowing for $4,800.00 (which comes out of the Town Highway Budget).  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.
· John Brabant noticed a large amount of gravel was put on Robinson Hill Road and thought it was a Class 4 road.  The Selectboard reviewed the Town Highway map and discovered it is a Class 3 road.  Since it is a Class 3 road, it receives regular maintenance.  Ben Naylor was concerned about the high cost of gravel, the time and effort the Road Crew put into this road and it all possibly washing out in a heavy rainstorm.
· Paul Hannan received notification from the District 5 Environmental Commission regarding an Act 250 application for a two-lot subdivision by Phil Willey on Route 14.  Denise Wheeler agreed to review the information and report back to the Selectboard.
· VLCT has training available for storm water ordinances.  John Brabant will read the information and report back to the Selectboard.
· The Town of Calais was granted party status in the Act 250 proceedings for the McCullough Crushing expansion project in East Calais.
· Dot Naylor received notice about the Wastewater Solutions for Vermont Communities Conference at VTC in Randolph on June 4, 2008.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to send John Brabant to the conference and pay the $60.00 registration fee from the education line in the budget.  John will obtain continuing education credits for his professional credential; furthermore, the Selectboard does not view that as a conflict of interest since John agreed to share the information obtained at the conference with the Town.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.
Tentative Agenda for June 9th Meeting

· Review town and highway expenditures to date
· EMFD Interlocal Agreement
Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:17pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
