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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

January 29, 2007





               7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, John Brabant, Dot Naylor, Peter Harvey, and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Heather Shouldice

Actions:


Approval of the January 22nd Meeting Minutes – John Brabant made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Final Discussion on 2007-08 Budget – Paul Hannan, Chair, reported the entire budget (includes the Highway and Selectboard budgets) is up 5.3%.  This reflects an increase of a little over $40,000.00.  The Highway budget is up 8.3% alone.  Paul Hannan explained how the cemetery endowment funds are generated and used with regard to the cemetery budget.  Historically the endowment has produced more than $6,000.00 in annual interest (back in the 1990’s) and current generates about $1,200.00 to $1,3000.00 per year.  Paul strongly suggests not spending any cemetery endowment principal and the Selectboard members seem to agree.  

Final Action on Warning Articles for Town Meeting Day 

a) New Town Truck – After careful consideration, Don Singleton has decided to change his original request for a new town truck. Don decided to cost out a Ford F550 at approximately $71,000.00 down from $115,571.00.  Don has also been in discussions with area road foremen in an effort to pool resources to purchase a tractor and brush hog and share the use of it.  Funds in the current budget for roadside mowing would be used toward this effort.

b) Veteran’s exemption increase- Nedene Martin reported the current property value exemption for two disabled veterans in Town is $20,000.00 each.  About half the towns in Vermont are at this exemption level although the law allows towns to exempt disabled veterans properties up to $40,000.00 each.  An article will be on the Warning for voters to decide at Town Meeting if the level of exemption should be changed (and other ramifications of such action).

c) Taxing non-exempt properties per Tax Department letter – Three farms in Calais receive a property value exemption and this too will be an article for the voters at Town Meeting.  The Selectboard discussed the Current Use Program and how these farms would be eligible for that program but the Town would not have to make up the difference in revenue.

d) Zoning changes –Rose Pelchuck prepared the document for inclusion in the Town Report and gave the CD to Eva last Tuesday.

e) EMFD / Interlocal agreement –Paul Hannan wrote Edie Miller an email stating the Calais Selectboard agrees to a 1/3 (Calais) – 2/3 (East Montpelier) split for the duration of the 20-year bond.  Paul read the email aloud.  Edie Miller responded by saying she will pass it along to her colleagues and keep in touch.

f) Capital requests – article completed at last meeting

g) Repaving a portion of Lightening Ridge Road – article completed at last meeting

h) Kellogg-Hubbard Library – article completed at last meeting

i) Hydroelectric regulatory process – article completed at last meeting

j) Impeach President George Bush – Paul Hannan reported the Town has received a request to have an article on the Town Warning to impeach President George Bush.


Final Review of Draft Selectboard Report – The Selectboard reviewed the draft and offered no changes.  Paul will provide this final report to Eva for inclusion in the annual Town Report.


Review Draft of Curtis Pond Dam Report – Paul Hannan offered to text changes to the draft report, which the Selectboard members agreed to include in the final report.  Paul will provide this final report to Eva for inclusion in the annual Town Report.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.  


Other Business
· Communication regarding EMFD with East Montpelier Selectboard already discussed as noted above.

Nedene Martin reported the information obtained regarding a Necessity Resolution for town indebtedness.  Nedene read the Vermont Statute and discussion ensued.  Nedene Martin made a motion to recognize that for the safety of residents and travelers, the public interest or necessity demands improvements to the East Montpelier Fire Department facilities.  The cost will be too great to be paid out of the ordinary annual income and revenue.  Therefore, we agree to submit to voters at Town Meeting the proposal to incur an obligation to participate in East Montpelier’s bonded indebtedness for a period of twenty years to pay for public improvements to the East Montpelier Fire Department.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

· John Brabant discussed the need for new gravel sources locally.  In a previous conversation with Greg Pelchuck, the Black Rock Quarry availability came up.  Paul Hannan reported Don Singleton has toured the site and this operation does not contain gravel per se and would need processing to make material on an ongoing basis.  Paul encouraged John to continue looking for possible sources of sand and gravel in our local area.

· The Selectboard has been notified of a home with solar power and net metering sell back to the power company.

· Dot Naylor reported a person is interested in the DRB Secretary position.

Tentative Agenda for the February 12th Meeting

· Discussion with our State Representative, Janet Ancel
· Assignments for Town Meeting articles / budget sections
· Road Cut Access Application from Satz
· Broadband service from Planning Commission
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 8:15pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
