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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
December 10, 2007






  7pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Denise Wheeler, Nedene Martin, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, John Connor and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Anne Winchester and John Brabant

Actions:

Approval of the November 26th Meeting Minutes - The Selectboard reviewed the minutes.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.


Curb Cut Access Permit – John Connor provided the Selectboard with a site plan for the proposed single-family seasonal camp he would like to build on Nelson Pond Road.  The present landowner is Carolyn Silsby.  The applicant intends to share a common curb cut access with the Leonard property since their present loop-around driveway egresses on the Silsby property.  The driveway will run parallel to the road, therefore vehicles will not be parked in the Town’s right-of-way.  John Connor met with the DRB last month and will provide this site plan at the next meeting on December 18, 2007.  The Selectboard agreed to work in conjunction with the DRB and not issue a curb cut permit prematurely.  John Connor will let Paul Hannan know the results of the DRB meeting.  John Connor also discussed obtaining a permit for use of the Town Right-of-Way for a temporary dock to the pond.  John will obtain the necessary application from the Town Clerk.

EMFD Interlocal Agreement – Paul Hannan concluded the Calais Selectboard had never seen a draft Interlocal Agreement between Calais, East Montpelier and EMFD containing language about co-locating the new fire station with a new town office.  The Selectboard agreed to say the Interlocal Agreement can go ahead irrespective of a new fire station.  Further discussion and action will be forthcoming.  

EMFD Survey Questions – The Selectboard reviewed draft questions for a survey to townspeople in Calais and East Montpelier to gauge public opinion about the failed bond vote, which will be sent out by EMFD.  Paul Hannan reviewed the questions and noted a fine line before ending up with a “push poll”.  For example, asking, “Did you know questions….” lets you know what the townspeople don’t know about the Fire Department and provides an opportunity to educate.  The Selectboard agreed to have Nedene Martin finalize the survey questions and email them to Rose Pelchuck (who will in turn get them to EMFD).

Various Briefs:

* Curtis Pond Dam Update – John Brabant was absent this evening.

* Report on the Build-Out Analysis presentation – The Planning Commission held a preliminary hearing on December 4th and presented the data generated from the Build-Out Analysis by CVRPC staff.  Peter Harvey reported general dissatisfaction among the Planning Commission members about the results, although it gave a pretty good idea of how Calais grew over the years.

* VT Trails & Greenways request for $30.00 – Paul Hannan spoke to someone in the organization and advised them to abide by our policy, which includes the petition process for signatures and completing the necessary questionnaire.  Nedene Martin also followed up with them.


Other Business:

· Vacancy on the Conservation Commission – Josh Larkin is unable to fill the position.  Anne Winchester will ask Bob Schaffer’s wife if she is interested in serving.
· Appointment of new Calais Forest Fire Warden – Greg Pelchuck, EMFD President, has been serving in the interim since Mike Garand’s resignation from the position last summer.  Greg was the Assistant Fire Warden for years, having attended annual trainings with Mike Garand.  Greg will meet Wednesday, December 12th with Tess Greaves from Department of Forests & Parks to complete the necessary paperwork and finalize the appointment.  Chris Tuller, EMFD member, has agreed to serve as the Assistant Fire Warden.
· Budget Meeting Schedule for January 2008 as follows:
January 7th 
Highway budget

January 14th 
Town budget

January 21st 
Warning articles

January 28th 
as needed

· Dot Naylor, Zoning Administrator, suggested revisiting the Zoning Fee Schedule, having noted some inconsistencies.
· Dot Naylor asked the Selectboard if they had seen the 5th-wheel trailer that is backed in near Curtis Pond Dam that is probably in the Town’s right-of-way.  Paul Hannan will talk to Don about this.
· Denise Wheeler received a call regarding deep ditches along some roadways.  Can they be marked to avoid a mishap?  Paul Hannan noted the ditches are deeper because the culverts have to be down deeper because of frost.  Paul suggested people slow down and advised Denise to call Don Singleton to get his take on it.
Update on Zoning Violations, Appeals, etc. – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session with the Zoning Administrator at 8:30pm in accordance with 1 V.S.A. subsection 313 (a) (1) for the purpose of discussing ongoing legal enforcement issues, zoning violations, appeals, etc.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume regular session at 8:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.  Paul Hannan noted they have no report on the ongoing legal enforcement issues.

Tentative Agenda for December 27th Meeting

· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day
· Conflict of Interest Policy – possible action
· Use of Town Highway Right-of-Way ordinance changes and possible adoption
· Proposed changes to Zoning Bylaws
· EMFD Budget
· Interlocal Agreement with EMFD and Town of East Montpelier
Nedene Martin made a motion to adjourn at 9:00pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 3-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
