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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

December 29, 2008






        7:00pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Cy Lamberton, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Denise Wheeler, Peter Harvey, Toby Talbot, Diana Chace, John McCullough, Ty Rolland, Bruce McDougal, Bill Powell, Larry Brown, Gary Root, Rhonda Shippee and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:

Approval of the December 8th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.

Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day - The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.

Sign Loan Documents for New Town Truck – The Selectboard reviewed three documents in order to pay for the 10-wheeler dump truck as approved by voters at Town Meeting.  The Highway Note from TD Banknorth dated December 31, 2008, in the amount of $144,255.00, is a five-year note at 4.25% interest.  Also reviewed was a resolution acknowledging the need to borrow to pay for this equipment and tax certificate.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve the Highway Note in the amount of $144,255.00, the resolution and tax certificate as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

East Montpelier Fire Department Budget and Ambulance Service Contract – Diana Chace, Treasurer, presented the EMFD Operating Budget for FY 2009-10.  The most notable increase, over $11,000.00 increase, is for Capital West Dispatch Services.  The total budget is $10, 483.00 more than the current budget.

Ty Rolland and Toby Talbot reported EMFD has received a license from the State to operate an ambulance service beginning July 1, 2009.  A summary of the ambulance contract was reviewed; Paul Giuliani is working on the actual contract.  The Town of East Montpelier has already approved the draft contract for ambulance service with EMFD.  The proposed ambulance service budget was reviewed, noting some line items would be decreased or eliminated from the EMFD budget and moved to the Ambulance Service Budget.  The Selectboard discussed the issue of how to split the costs of the ambulance service budget with the Town of East Montpelier since it is not specifically noted in the Interlocal Agreement that was adopted earlier this year.  The revenue generated will be used to pay part of the bond for a new fire station.  Over the 20-year bond, EMFD expects to pay more than half of the total bond with revenue received from the ambulance service.  The combined EMFD Operating Budget and Proposed Ambulance Service Budget is $244,000.00, which is less than Calais is paying this year ($251,000.00 for fire protection and ambulance service).  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve this EMFD Ambulance Service summary contract as presented.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Larry Brown provided a picture and description of a 5-year-old ambulance the Department is considering purchasing with funds from the truck replacement fund and donations.  The ambulance will be housed at Station 2.

Ty Rolland gave each Selectboard member conceptual drawings and plans for a new fire station to be built on property currently owned by Washington Electric Co-op, Inc. in East Montpelier Village.  WEC has been tremendous working with EMFD and other community members to see a new fire station come to fruition.  The target cost is 1.8 million dollars and the building is about 6400 square feet.  Having full support of the Selectboard and community is essential.  The ambulance service will begin in July 2009 regardless of having a new fire station.  The Selectboard thanked EMFD members for the presentation and hard work in service to the community. 

Resignations and Appointments for Town Positions – The Selectboard received a letter of resignation from Sharon Winn Fannon for her position on the Development Review Board effective March 1, 2009.  If anyone is interested in filling this unexpired term (2010), please send a letter to the Selectboard.  Sharon is willing to vacate the seat prior to March 1st if someone steps forward.

Continued Review Draft Town Plan – Planning Commission members John McCullough, Rhonda Shippee and Gary Root were present this evening as the Selectboard continued reviewing the new draft Town Plan.  Paul Hannan stated work needs to be done on the “core forests” definition and usage throughout the document.  Gary Root responded by saying, “The Planning Commission is aware that it needs work and the Planning Commission is addressing it”.  John Brabant would like the Town Plan to recognize the valuable asset the Kent Museum is, noting both the State and Calais community have invested heavily in the museum.  Some talk at the State level mentions possibly selling the museum.  John also noted some of the original museum furnishings are in storage in the Pavilion Building in Montpelier.  The Selectboard finished reviewing the document; questions were answered and the date, Monday, February 23, 2009, was set for a public hearing to adopt the Town Plan.  Anne Winchester will check on proper warning times and posting for the Selectboard.

Various Brief Updates:

· Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant said Morris Root still needs to get in touch with Allan Quackenbush.
· Revising Dog Ordinance – Anne Winchester spoke to Fred Bushway and recommends no changes to the present Dog Ordinance.
Other Business:

· Freeze on State Highway Aid payment – The Selectboard has reason to believe the Town may not receive the funds usually allocated to towns for maintenance and repairs of roads.  
· Conservation Commission Request for Soule Property Conservation Easement Donation to VLT – Paul Hannan reported the money approved at the last meeting ($3,000.00) will not be spent and the Selectboard will get more details after the Conservation Commission meets to discuss this issue.
Tentative Agenda for January 5, 2009 Meeting

· Review, edit and approve annual Selectboard Report
· Woodbury Fire Department proposed budget for FY 2009-10
· Discussion with Chris Miller re: his permitting
Denise Wheeler made a motion to adjourn at 9:45pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary
