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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes

December 8, 2008






        7:00pm Calais Elementary School

Attending: Paul Hannan, Cy Lamberton, Anne Winchester, John Brabant, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Dan Pudvah, Steve Cusick, Bill Russell, Reed Cherington, John McCullough, Scott Bassage, Marialisa Calta, Melanie Kehne, Jeff Fannon and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: Denise Wheeler

Actions:

Approval of the November 24th Meeting Minutes – The minutes were reviewed by the Selectboard and two corrections were made.  Anne Winchester made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Kellogg-Hubbard Library Annual Budget Request – Daniel Pudvah, Kellogg-Hubbard Library’s Executive Director, and Marialisa Calta, Board Member representing Calais, came before the Selectboard this evening to present and discuss the budget request for the Kellogg-Hubbard Library in Montpelier.  The library is asking the Town of Calais for $24,489.00 for FY 2009-‘10 (part of a total $405,600.00 from six area communities).  As explained last year by then Executive Director, Martin Hahn, in order for the library to reach a sustainable level, the library asked for an increase in 2008-‘09 budget then the rate would level off to the sustainable rate of inflation for the next four years.  This amount requested represents an increase of just under 4%. Funding sources include local tax support (42%), the endowment fund, fundraising activities, donations, fees and grants.  The library has been able to meet the increased need for service with the same amount of staff.  Dan Pudvah reported 907 Calais patrons used the library last year; circulation was just shy of 17,000 by Calais residents.  The library has the second highest circulation rate in the state, second only to the library in Burlington.  Marialisa Calta reported the library has an expanded “How to” section, utilizes volunteers for the outreach program to deliver books in the area, has wireless internet service and the Children’s Librarian visits local schools.  There has been a marked increase in overall library usage since September.  Dan Pudvah and Marialisa Calta welcomed any advice or concerns and are available to meet with interested community residents.


Appointments for Town Positions/Committees – Anne Winchester made a motion to appoint Marcy Baer to the Calais Trails Committee.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  


Trails Grant Application and Letter of Support – The Selectboard reviewed a draft letter of support to the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation to obtain a Recreation Trails Program Grant for $10,000.00.  The pilot project consists of approximately two miles of trails connecting part of the west side of Calais with Worcester.  Reed Cherington reported the Youth Conservation Corp would do the work.  Members of the Calais Trails Committee are: Charlotte Hanna Bassage, Marcy Baer, Reed Cherington, Chair, Gail Graham, Toni Kaeding, Erlene Leonard and Bill Russell.  John Brabant made a motion to approve the letter of support, wordsmith accordingly, and authorize the Chair, Paul Hannan, to sign on behalf of the Selectboard.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Conservation Commission Request for Soule Property Conservation Easement Donation to VLT – Steve Cusick, Conservation Commission Chair, reported Mark McEathron from the Vermont Land Trust contacted him requesting $3,000.00 from the Calais Conservation Fund to fund legal work and processing the endowment to permanently protect a 20-acre parcel owned by Allen Soule.  The Conservation Commission has reviewed the request.  They recommend this parcel warrants protection for the following reasons: the land matches a wildlife corridor on Max Gray Road, has scenic value to view the Kingsbury Branch valley and it makes for a total 345 acre parcel of conserved land.  Discussion ensued, especially about public access.  Anne Winchester made a motion to approve $3,000.00 expenditure from the Conservation Fund for expenses to be paid to the Vermont Land Trust to conserve Allen Soule’s property on Max Gray Road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Tax Mapping Proposal by RJ Turner Company – The Selectboard reviewed the cost estimate to update the parcel maps for the period April 1, 2006 through March 30, 2009.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to approve $1,900.00 expenditure to RJ Turner Company to update the parcel maps and accompanying work as outlined in the proposal dated November 21, 2008.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.


Revising Dog Ordinance Discussion – The Selectboard was given copies of the Town of Waitsfield Dog Ordinance as requested by Rose Pelchuck.  Anne Winchester discussed the Calais Dog Ordinance with former Selectboard member, Nedene Martin, to find out why our ordinance may need to be revised.  Anne will ask Fred Bushway, Pound Keeper & Dog Officer, his thoughts about our present ordinance.


Continued Review Draft Town Plan – Planning Commission members John McCullough, Melanie Kehne and Scott Bassage were present this evening as the Selectboard continued reviewing the new draft Town Plan.  Paul Hannan stated he would like to shorten the entire document and offered places to cut text throughout.  The Selectboard reviewed the document; questions were answered.  The Selectboard anticipates finishing reviewing the draft at the next meeting on December 29th.  


Various Brief Updates:

Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant reported emails have been sent out but he has not heard back.


Other Business:

· Set budget schedule for January 2009 meetings: 


January 5th
Selectboard report, EMFD budget, Cemetery Commission


January 12th
Highway budget


January 19th
Selectboard budget


January 26th
Final numbers and put together the Warning

· The Selectboard reviewed a letter from the Department of Public Safety, Vermont State Police, Troop “A” Middlesex to publicly express sincere thanks to Constable Fred Bushway and commend him for his assistance with an important investigation.  The letter goes on to say, “It is comforting to know that his interest in the public safety of your community is first at hand”.  The Selectboard gratefully acknowledges the dedicated community service of Fred Bushway.  John Brabant made a motion to frame the original letter and present it to Fred Bushway.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

· Cy Lamberton reported a whole sheet of roof is missing from the Town Hall and another is lifting up.  It was agreed to contact Ken Miller to repair the roof on the Town Hall.


Tentative Agenda for December 29th Meeting

· Town invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day

· Continue review of Draft Town Plan, Section G (agriculture) to the end

Cy Lamberton made a motion to adjourn at 9:35pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Selectboard Secretary

