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SELECTBOARD MEETING

Approved Minutes
May 25, 2009






                                       7pm Calais Town Hall

Attending: Anne Winchester, Denise Wheeler, Scott Bassage, Cy Lamberton, Peter Harvey, Dot Naylor, Gail Graham, Don Singleton, Edward Rowell, Bob Cutler, Margaret L. Bowen, Alfred Larrabee, Jill Schultz, Gary Schultz, Karlyn Proulx, Mike Proulx and Rose Pelchuck.

Absent: John Brabant

Actions:


Approval of May 11th, May 13th and May 20th Meeting Minutes – tabled until the next meeting.


Town Invoices and Road Commissioner’s Orders of the Day- The Selectboard reviewed and processed the invoices and orders of the day as per usual protocol.


Hiring a new Road Commissioner: Executive Session – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:05pm with Don Singleton, Edward Rowell, Bob Cutler and Alfred Larrabee each individually to discuss hiring a new Road Commissioner.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume Regular Session at 7:50pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Anne Winchester had nothing to report.  The Selectboard expressed sincere thanks and appreciation to Don Singleton for his work as the Calais Road Commissioner for the past six years, noting a job well done.  


Class 4 Roads Discussion – Anne Winchester contacted the Vermont League of Cities & Towns (VLCT) to obtain information in order to understand options to manage Class 4 roads in town.  Signs can be posted on Class 4 roads by the Town to restrict vehicular traffic for all or part of a year.   Class 4 roads can be blocked off if the Selectboard thinks it is in the best interest of the town; the town can put a locked gate to block access to a Class 4 road.  This is a new opinion from the VLCT.


Discussion then focused on TH #8, Hawkins Ledge Road.  Karlyn and Mike Proulx came before the Selectboard to see if they have a right to use TH #8 for horseback riding and to clear it from trees and trash to make it more passable.  The Class 4 Road Policy clearly states adjacent landowners are the only ones that can do maintenance on the Class 4 road.  Karlyn Proulx spoke about constant harassment and threats when trying to use this road for horseback riding to Worcester.  The Selectboard agreed to inform adjacent landowners that they cannot post the property, block access with a pipe across the road and obstruct the access with equipment stored on the road.  Anne Winchester reiterated all could access any Class 4 road in town unless it is posted by the Town.  Anne read a letter from Rodney and Sandra Buck, who were unable to be here tonight, expressing concern since TH #8 transects their property for more than 1000 feet.  Cy Lamberton made a motion to authorize Scott Bassage to a write letter to Rodney & Sandra Buck explaining public assess to TH #8 and the need to remove equipment parked on the road and to Sceales from California informing them the posted sign and pipe barrier will be removed by the Town since they do not have a right to block access on any Class 4 road.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Gary Schultz is not concerned about public assess for horseback riders but is concerned about increased use by “mudders” if word gets out that it is clear and open.  Karlyn Proulx would like the Selectboard to reconsider the Class 4 Road Policy that allows only adjacent landowners to maintain Class 4 roads.


Zoning Fee Schedule Change – Dorothy Naylor, Zoning Administrator, requested the Selectboard change the word “construction” to “development” on the last line of the fee schedule to read, “If development begins prior to obtaining a permit, the fee is doubled”.  The definition of development in the Zoning Regs was reviewed.  Scott Bassage made a motion to change “construction” to “development” as requested by the Zoning Administrator.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Dot Naylor will reprint the fee schedule accordingly.


Various Brief Updates

· Curtis Pond Dam – John Brabant is working on the revised letter to Morris Root.

· CART – Paul Hannan continues to survey the roads on the priority list.  The Selectboard will decide which ones the Town will put on the Town Highway Map before February 2010.  Peg Bowen raised concerns that some roads have been discontinued and unless the CART reviews all the Selectboard Minutes and/or does a Title Abstract, the data they have amassed is incomplete.  Peg offered the Town information she has about discontinued roads.  Peg was asked to contact Paul Hannan directly with the information.

· East Calais Fire District #1 will be officially removed from the Town of Calais insurance coverage for property, casualty and worker’s compensation.  VLCT requested a letter stating the same.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to approve the letter to VLCT dated May 25, 2009 requesting the above.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

· Roads – As mentioned at the last meeting, Cy Lamberton gave the AOT additional info as requested for grant funds to resurface Marshfield Road.  It is unlikely the Town will be getting funds to repave County Road.

· Abandoned house at 7610 County Road – Denise Wheeler contacted Universal Mortgage Company in Wisconsin about their responsibility with regards to this foreclosed home.  They require a letter requesting clean up of trash, tires and other potential health hazards, which Denise faxed to them.

· Interim Authority for Road Crew – Alfred Larrabee inquired who has the authority to make day-to-day decisions in the Highway Department while a new Road Commissioner has yet to be hired.  The Selectboard will take this up in Executive Session. 

· Update of Town Emergency Plan – Anne Winchester reported the Town Emergency Plan Coordinator, Toby Talbot, usually reviews and updates the plan each year but this year new items need to be added.  Bill Bartlett, State Plan Coordinator, has offered to meet with Anne and one other Selectboard member at no cost in early July.  Denise Wheeler agreed to assist Anne in this effort.

· EMFD new emergency services building update – Scott Bassage reported on the two recent joint Selectboard meetings, May 13th and May 20th.  Scott and others have met with the Brownsfield Project Manager, Don Einhorn at the Department of Environmental Conservation, to ask questions about contamination found on the site and what to do about it.  Although WEC has done an environmental study, DEC recommends a Phase 1 Study that will cost about $2,000.00 to $3,500.00 and take 3-4 weeks.  Funds may be available from CVRPC and/or DEC funds after October 1st.  A Phase 2 Study will take 8-10 weeks.  The EMFD Building Committee will meet tomorrow and decide how best to proceed.  Scott Bassage recommends doing the Phase 1 Study.  Regarding the Interlocal Agreements between the two towns and EMFD, how to divide costs (operating and capital expenses) and ownership have yet to be decided.  Paul Giuliani made a strong recommendation to have three separate Interlocal Contracts because they have remarkably different goals i.e. operating an ambulance with emergency services is different from putting out a fire and different from owning a fire station and use of it by EMFD.  The Selectboards agreed to separately work on the Interlocal Agreement for the ambulance service first, using the draft from Paul Giuliani as a guide.

Other Business

· Denise Wheeler received a request for a Calais Senior Citizen to volunteer on the Montpelier Senior Citizen Activity Center Committee.  Peter Bachman may be interested; others are encouraged to contact Denise Wheeler.  The appointment will be made at the next meeting.

· Executive Session – Denise Wheeler made a motion to go into Executive Session at 9:27pm for the purpose of discussing delegating authority to the Road Crew on an interim basis.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to resume Regular Session at 9:30pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.  Denise Wheeler made a motion to authorize Edward Rowell, senior most person on the Road Crew, to make day-to-day decisions in the Highway Department until a new Road Commissioner is hired.  Cy Lamberton will help with paperwork.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Tentative Agenda for June 8th Meeting

· Approve Minutes from May 11th, May 13th, May 20th and May 25th 

· Letter to Morris Root re: Curtis Pond Dam

· Sign Contract for Ambulance Service with East Montpelier Fire Department, Inc.

Scott Bassage made a motion to adjourn at 9:33pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck, Selectboard Secretary

