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SELECTBOARD MEETING

February 3, 2004







  7pm Calais Town Hall

This meeting was a joint meeting of the Calais Selectboard and Planning Commission.

Attending: Selectboard members – Bob Withey, Paul Hannan, Nedene Martin and Cy Lamberton;

Planning Commission members – Peter Harvey, Rhonda Shippee, Jack Russell, Alden Belcher, Ann Winchester, Scott Bassage and Jonathan Lange;

Wayne Whitelock, Dot Naylor, Rick DeWolfe, Kathy DeWolfe, Susan Sinclair (CVRPC) and Rose Pelchuck.

Actions:


Call to Order – Bob Withey, Selectboard Chair, called the meeting to order.  Bob explained the purpose of the meeting was to discuss procedures and answer questions relating to the Proposed New Zoning Regulations.  It was agreed to follow the Proposed Agenda from Jonathan Lange, Planning Commission Chair.


History & Philosophy of Zoning – Susan Sinclair, Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission Executive Director, explained zoning has many purposes such as to protect the health, safety and welfare of residents, protect property values, separate land uses, direct growth and control growth patterns, decrease the cost of public services and infrastructure, and encourage economic activities.  Susan provided the Selectboard and Planning Commission members with the Vermont Municipal and Regional Planning and Development Act, which is the Vermont Statutes as amended through 2000.  The legislature is currently considering sweeping changes to the statute.  In answering questions from the boards, Susan stated classification of roads should be addressed in the Town Plan and doesn’t recommend it being in zoning regulations.  Telecommunications should also have a separate ordinance.  Zoning regulations and a Road Classification Policy do need to be compatible.  Density of structures, sewage, setbacks, road frontage and wellhead protection areas are some issues dealt with in zoning she explained.  With zoning, you should try to anticipate every possible situation, the more specific and comprehensive, the better.  This should provide the basis to make a good decision.  The regulations need to be well organized.  Sewage/septic regulation is the one exception to the rule of the State taking more power than the local towns.  Susan stated the State is supposed to be working on a model sewage ordinance for towns.  The Vermont Planning Information Center is a resource available to assist planning commissions, zoning boards, zoning administrators and DRB and can be accessed at www.vpic.info.  


Working Together – Bob Withey expects the first public hearing would be in late winter/early spring and the second public hearing in late summer/early fall, which will give everyone a chance to review the document.  The Selectboard expects to present the proposed new zoning regulations to the townspeople for a vote on Election Day in November.  Paul Hannan concurred with the above timeline.  It was agreed a representative from the Planning Commission would attend each Selectboard meeting as the SB works through the document.  Nedene Martin also agreed with the timeline, noting higher voter turnout for the general election and no need for the expense of a special election.  Cy Lamberton reiterated the need to set hearing dates and deadlines.  Bob Withey expects to set the first public hearing date at the Selectboard meeting on February 23, 2004.  Any substantive changes need to be warned 15 days prior to the public hearing to enable the Planning Commission time to respond to the proposed changes.

Jonathan Lange reported at the last Planning Commission meeting, the members unanimously agreed to withdraw the November 4, 2003 edition of the Proposed New Zoning Regulations they submitted to the Selectboard on November 10th.   

Planning Commission Action: Peter Harvey made a motion to present the Selectboard with the November 24, 2003 edition of the Proposed New Zoning Regulations and a list of suggested changes/corrections.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 7-0.  Peter Harvey made a motion to reconsider the above action.  The motion to reconsider was seconded, voted on and carried 7-0.  Discussion ensued.  Peter Harvey made a motion to present the Selectboard a clean copy (no changes or corrections highlighted or crossed out) of the Proposed New Zoning Regulations.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 7-0.

Scott Bassage, PC member/text scribe, apologized for the confusion surrounding the documents.  Susan Sinclair offered assistance with proper wording of the public notices and to ensure that proper state agencies are notified.


Changes of Note – The Planning Commission will give a list of changes to the Selectboard.


Planning Commission Future – Jonathan Lange provided a list of issues the Planning Commission intends to address in the future.  Bob Withey suggested putting #3, review boundaries between the shore land and village districts in Maple Corner and North Calais, on the top of the list.


Public Comments – Wayne Whitelock spoke regarding Class 4 Roads and the routine reclassification of roads.  This is an issue the Selectboard, not the Planning Commission, will be working on in the future.  Bob Withey asked Wayne for copies of correspondence regarding this matter; Bob will in turn share the info with other members of the Selectboard.

Paul Hannan made a motion to adjourn at 9:00pm.  The motion was seconded, voted on and carried 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Rose Pelchuck

Assistant Clerk

